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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


REPORT  ON  ’PACEM  IN  TERRIS*  MEETING 

Prague  RUDE  PRAVO  in  Czech  5  Oct  83  p  2 

[Unattributed  article:  ”For  a  Peaceful  Future"] 

[Text]  Banska  Bystrica,  4  Oct  (CT^) — Banska  Bystrica 
was  the  seat  of  an  extended  session  of  the  Federal 
Committee  of  the  Catholic  clergy  association  "Pacem 
in  terris'*  in  the  CSSR,  held  on  Tuesday.  The  committee 
reviewed  the  conclusions  of  the  World  Congregation  for 
Peace  and  Life  Against  Nuclear  War.  Present  at  the 
proceedings  were  Miroslav  Valek,  minister  of  culture 
of  the  SSR,  a  delegation  of  the  Czechoslovak  Peace 
Committee  (CSMV)  and  other  guests. 

Prelate  ThDr  Antonin  Vesely,  chairman  of  the  Catholic  clergy  association 
*’Pacem  in  terris"  in  the  CSSR,  opened  the  session,  in  which  300  Catholic 
clergymen  with  their  ordinaries  participated.  He  emphasized  that  the 
session  was  taking  place  in  the  spirit  of  the  SNP  [Slovak  National  Uprising], 
whose  permanent  legacy  also  obliges  clergymen  to  work  hard  for  the  pros¬ 
perity  of  our  socialist  fatherland,  and  for  peace  in  the  entire  world. 

Next,  the  session  participants  were  addressed  by  Jan  Pikula,  chairman  of 
the  Central  Slovakian  KNV  [Regional  National  Committee] . 

The  bishop  of  Banska  Bystrica,  ThDr  Jozef  Feranec,  pointed  out  that  life 
in  peace  represents  the  value  of  values  which  has  to  be  fought  for  by 
laymen  and  clergymen  together.  The  whole  world  is  struggling  to  keep 
universal  peace,  and  only  by  unification  of  pacifist  powers  can  mankind 
be  extricated  from  the  bondage  of  nuclear  arms. 

Minister  Miroslav  Valek  spoke  to  the  Catholic  clergymen  on  behalf  of  the 
government  authorities  of  the  CSSR  and  the  SSR.  In  the  introduction  to 
his  presentation  he  discussed  the  present  international  situation.  He 
pointed  out  the  activation  of  the  aggressive  powers  of  imperialism,  which 
are  exposing  mankind  to  the  danger  of  nuclear  catastrophe.  He  emphasized 
the  pacifist  policy  of  the  USSR  and  of  other  socialist  countries, 
striving  for  peaceful  coexistence,  release  of  tension,  for  stoppage  and 
reduction  of  armament,  and  for  disarmament.  In  this  connection  he 
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emphasized  the  significance  and  purpose  of  the  World  Congregation  in 
Prague,  pointing  out  that  we  are  fully  aware  of  the  fact  that  in  the 
future  of  our  planet  there  is  this  alternative:  peace  or  war,  cooperation 
or  confrontation,  development  or  catastrophic  destruction.  This  alter¬ 
native  of  the  worldwide  development  is  reflected  in  every  respect  also 
in  the  policy  of  the  KSC  [Communist  Party  of  Czechoslovakia],  in  the 
policy  of  our  country. 

In  the  next  part  of  his  presentation  Miroslav  Valek  stated  the  following: 

Our  state  representatives  highly  appreciate  the  fact  that  all  churches 
and  religious  associations  in  the  CSSR,  as  well  as  other  citizens  of  our 
fatherland,  have  supported  the  World  Congregation  in  Prague  politically, 
economically  and  morally.  It  is  known  that  the  activity  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  involving  the  proceedings  of  the  World  Congregation  was 
appreciated  also  by  the  boards  of  ordinaries  of  the  CSR  and  the  SSR. 

In  its  last  session  the  Slovak  Board  of  Ordinaries  brought  out  the 
cooperation  of  all  churches,  and  expressed  hope  that  they  would  keep 
gathering  to  discuss  the  questions  of  further  pacifist  activities.  We 
are  pleased  that  the  pacifist  work  of  the  Czechoslovak  clergy,  especially 
that  of  the  Catholic  clergy  association  "Pacem  in  terris”  and  that  of 
the  regional  committee  of  the  Christian  Peace  Conference,  were  given 
high  appreciation  from  the  participants  of  the  World  Peace  Congregation. 
According  to  our  opinion,  in  the  future  both  la3nnen  and  religious 
authorities  will  have  a  great  opportunity  to  implement  the  conclusions 
of  the  World  Congregation  as  a  significant  stone  in  building  the  vault 
of  present-day  struggles  for  the  issue  of  peace.  It  is  the  task  of 
today  to  introduce  the  adopted  conclusions  into  all  parts  of  the  church 
life,  into  concrete  plans  of  the  Catholic  clergy  association  "Pacem  in 
terris”  and  those  of  the  Christian  Peace  Conference  regional  committee, 
into  the  ecclesiastical  press,  into  the  conscience  of  every  clergyman, 
and  into  his  spiritual  activities. 

In  concluding  his  presentation,  Miroslav  Valek  emphasized  that  "Peacem 
in  terris"  was  an  incarnation  and  expression  of  the  Catholic  clergymen’s 
peace-loving  efforts,  and  that  in  the  present  conditions  of  world 
development  this  task  and  function  of  "Pacem  in  terris"  has  even  multiplied. 

An  affiliation  with  "Pacem  in  terris"  is  a  criterion  of  responsibility 
for  the  future  of  nations  in  our  country,  a  criterion  of  service  to 
people,  their  interests  and  prospects. 

Jozef  Svirec,  head  of  the  GSMV  [The  Czechoslovak  Peace  Committee]  and 
vice  chairman  of  the  Slovak  Peace  Council,  in  his  speach  expressed  thanks 
to  the  present  representatives  of  the  Czechoslovak  Catholic  Association 
for  their  active  preparation  of,  and  participation  in,  the  World  Congre¬ 
gation,  as  well  as  his  conviction  that  our  socialist  society  would  keep 
drawing  benefits  from  mutual  cooperation. 

From  the  concluding  presentation  of  ThDr  Zdenek  Adler,  central  secretary 
of  the  federal  committee  of  the  Catholic  clergy  association  "Pacem  in  terris," 
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it  followed  that  Czech  and  Slovak  clergymen  feel  the  necessity  of  being 
fully  engaged  in  the  development  and  well-being  of  their  people.  As 
citizens  of  a  socialist  homeland,  they  consider  it  their  duty  to  support 
creative  efforts  and  be  fully  engaged  in  striving  for  Worldwide  peace, 
in  agreement  with  the  conclusions  of  the  World  Congregation  for  Peace 
and  Life  Against  Nuclear  War.  He  emphasized  that  Catholic  clergymen 
in  the  CSSR  have  comprehended  the  appeal  of  the  Prague  World  Congre¬ 
gation  as  a  call  for  joint  pacifist  work,  and  that  they  will  endeavor  to 
fulfill  this  urgent  task  in  their  missions  also  in  the  coming  period. 
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POLAND 


MINISTER  OF  JUSTICE  REPORTS  ON  AMNESTY  ACT 
Warsaw  ZYCIE  WARSZAWY  in  Polish  30  Sep  83  p  2 
/Sunnnary  of  speech  by  Minister  of  Justice  S.  Zawadzk^/ 

^Tex^7  Humanitarian  as  well  as  political  premises  are  responsible  for  the 
^nnesty  Act  of  21  July  1983.  These  premises  aim  at  overcoming  society's  existing 
divisions  and  removing  the  obstacles  on  the  road  to  a  national  consensus  in  the 
name  of  a  further  normalization  process. 

We  need  to  recall  that  a  decree  on  the  abolition  of  martial  law  of  13  December 
1981  accompanied  the  State  Council's  imposition  of  martial  law. 

About  10,100  people  have  taken  advantage  of  the  amnesty  act,  including  800 
criminal  offenders  acting  for  political  reasons. 

In  the  period  after  13  December  1981,  opposition  to  martial  law  increased;  in 
addition  to  typical  political  crimes  such  as  continued  activity  in  associations, 
unions  and  organizations  whose  activities  had  been  suspended,  the  organization 
or  direction  of  strikes  or  other  protest  actions,  and  the  distribution  of  leaf¬ 
lets,  there  were  crimes  committed  against  the  legal  order  and  public  safety. 

Such  acts,  as  well  as  simple  common  crimes,  were  pursued  with  total  persistence. 

>  The  policy  of  punishment  with  regard  to  these  crimes  was  not  dictated  by  the 

idea  of  retaliation.  It  was  characterized  by  individual  responsibility  depending 
on  the  magnitude  of  the  specific  crime,  the  role  of  the  offenders  and  the  motive 
which  guided  them.  Finally,  it  depended  on  the  consequences  of  the  committed 
acts. 

In  order  to  properly  understand  the  Implementation  of  the  amnesty  resolution,  it 
is  necessary  to  take  into  account  the  results  of  the  State  Council's  resolution 
of  20  December  1982  concerning  the  special  procedure  of  dealing  with  individuals 
sentenced  for  political  crimes.  This  resolution  was  also  a  factor  in  the  decision 
to  suspend  martial  law.  By  applying  this  resolution,  the  State  Council  pardoned 
693  sentenced  individuals.  The  council  later  refused  to  pardon  128  offenders. 
Seventy-three  sentenced  offenders  were  also  not  pardoned  because  they  had  committed 
political  crimes. 
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The  cited  resolution  of  the  State  Council  and  the  court  decisions  concerning 
early  release  and  suspension  of  sentences,  which  had  been  dictated  by  humanitarian 
considerations,  resulted  in  a  majority  of  individuals  sentenced  for  political 
crimes  being  released.  Before  the  passage  of  the  amnesty  act,  there  were  190 
prisoners  sentenced  for  political  crimes  and  another  450  offenders  arrested  on 
suspicion  of  having  committed  political  crimes. 

From  the  perspective  of  the  aims  of  the  amnesty  act,  the  real  benefit  of  the 
resolution  was  in  the  remission  or  commutation  of  sentences  for  politicially 
motivated  crimes,  as  well  as  in  the  remission  of  complicity  in  such  crimes  in 
connection  with  the  prognosis  that  the  sentence,  which  was  supposed  to  have  been 
pronounced,  would  be  remitted. 

The  benefits  of  the  amnesty  in  this  form  up  to  20  September  of  this  year  were 
enjoyed  by  1,427  individuals  accused  of  having  committed  political  crimes.  This 
meant  that  a  large  group  of  people  either  already  sentenced  or  under  arrest 
could  return  to  normal  life,  thus  enabling  a  simultaneous  resumption  of  labor 
activity. 

In  the  group  of  1,427  who  received  amnesty: 

— 533  offenders  sentenced  had  their  sentences  remitted; 

— criminal  proceedings  against  797  perpetrators  of  political  crimes  were 
discontinued; 

— 97  sentenced  individuals  had  their  sentences  cut  by  one-half  if  the  sentence 
was  to  have  been  greater  than  3  years. 

Also  belonging  to  this  group  of  1,427  sentenced  and  arrested  individuals  who 
had  been  affected  by  the  amnesty  act  are  an  additional  1,138  perpetrators  of 
political  excesses  which  were  dealt  with  by  article  8  of  the  act.  These  people 
were  totally  pardoned  and  the  corresponding  entries  were  removed  from  the 
indivuduals*  records. 

It  is  also  necessary  to  take  into  account  the  military  courts  which  granted 
amnesty  to  196  perpetrators  of  crimes  associated  with  militarization,  including 
173  sentenced  individuals  having  their  sentences  remitted  and  23  individuals 
having  proceedings  against  them  dropped.  All  this  envisioned  that  the  punishment 
leveled  would  not  exceed  3  years  of  incarceration  or  that  these  3  years  would  be 
suspended . 

Of  the  640  perpetrators  of  political  crimes  being  held  in  prison  and  detention 
centers  before  22  July  1983,  557  were  released  as  a  direct  result  of  the  amnesty. 

There  were  83  people  still  incarcerated  on  24  September  1983;  these  included  41 
who  had  already  had  their  sentences  reduced  and  another  30  who  were  not  covered 
by  the  amnesty.  The  12  people  were  arrestees  against  whom  criminal  proceedings 
are  ongoing  but  who  will  still  be  covered  by  the  amnesty  once  judgment  is  passed. 
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Another  particularly  important  political  aspect  of  the  amnesty  act  is  the  imple¬ 
mentation  of  article  2  of  the  act  which  allows  offenders  an  opportunity  to  free 
themselves  of  criminal  responsibility  if  they  reveal  actual  criminal  activity 
elsewhere. 

By  28  September  of  this  year,  despite  the  underground’s  propaganda  appeals  to 
keep  from  surfacing  and  the  attempts  to  turn  public  opinion  against  those  trying 
to  return  to  the  order  of  normal  life,  327  people  have  already  turned  themselves 
in  to  the  prosecution  agencies.  Then  additional  people  have  surrendered  them¬ 
selves  to  Polish  diplomatic  and  consular  agencies. 

Characteristic  of  all  this  activity  is  the  statement  made  several  days  ago  by 
Jozef  Zbigniew  Belz,  a  leader  of  the  Gorzow  underground  and  former  member  of  the 
Presidium  of  the  National  Audit  Commission  of  Solidarity.  He  made  the  point  in 
a  pronouncement  that  the  Polish  Sejm’s  decision  on  the  suspension  of  martial 
law,  and  the  amnesty  proclamation  pardoning  crimes  committed  despite  martial 
law  regulations,  were  the  basis  for  extracting  the  country  from  the  deep  political 
crisis  which  has  been  affecting  it  for  months. 

In  declaring  a  cessation  of  underground  activities,  he  stated  that  he  considered 
further  such  activity  to  be  pointless  and  harmful  to  the  interests  of  the  state. 

One  should  keep  in  mind  that  the  decision  to  give  up  underground  activity  by 
those  people  for  whom  the  amnesty  made  possible  a  return  to  normal  life  was  not 
a  simple  one  for  them.  After  all,  conspiratorial  activity  has  its  own  dangerous 
logic.  It  puts  people  at  odds  with  the  law  and  the  authorities  and  is  simulta¬ 
neously  totally  dependent  on  co conspirators.  In  this  situation,  more  than  one 
individual  finds  it  difficult  to  take  a  bold  and  resolute  step  and  come  out  of 
hiding. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  has  to  be  stressed  that  the  envisioned  suspension  datejof 
31  October  1983  for  this  amnesty  act  allows  a  thorough  consideration  of  this 
difficult  decision  and  its  implementation  without  the  pressure  of  time.  This 
suspension  date  is  drawing  nearer  every  day. 

For  this  reason,  I  woxild  like  to  emphasize  as  strongly  as  I  can  that,  despite 
the  propaganda  of  imperialist  circles,  which  want  to  halt  this  process  at  any 
price,  such  a  decision  will  have  no  unfavorable  effects  on  any  individual  coming 
out  of  hiding  or  on  those  people  with  whom  he  participated  in  conspiratorial 
activities. 

This  case  in  point  distinctly  demonstrates  that  an  individual  making  disclosures 
is  not  obligated  to  inform  on  his  associates,  but  he  is  required  to  affirm  to 
the  proper  state  agencies  that  he  will  cease  his  criminal  activity  and  report 
any  such  crime  committed,  as  well  as  the  time  and  place  of  its  commission. 

For  this  reason  also  we  appeal  one  more  time  to  all  those  who  have  become  con¬ 
vinced  that  underground  activity  is  leading  nowhere  and  who  want  to  return  to 
their  families  and  a  normal  life  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities  afforded 
by  the  amnesty  act. 
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Variants  of  the  amnesty  act  In  the  forms  of  the  remission  or  reduction  of 
sentences  and  the  halting  of  criminal  proceedings,  as  well  as  the  opportunities 
inherent  in  the  disclosure  of  committed  criminal  acts  to  those  agencies  empowered 
to  pursue  such  crimes,  are  applicable.  They  are  also  applicable  to  unintentional 
offenders,  with  the  exception  of  those  who  committed  crimes  while  intoxicated. 

Of  this  group ^ of  offenders,  872  individuals  sentenced  to  prison  had  their 
sentences  remitted;  another  3,392  individuals  sentenced  had  their  sentences  of 
restricted  freedom  or  fines  also  remitted.  Fifty  individuals  sentenced  to 
prison  for  more  than  3  years  had  their  sentences  reduced  and  criminal  proceedings 
against  6,289  individuals,  who  had  committed  unintentional  crimes,  were  halted 
because  their  sentences  would  also  have  been  remitted. 

In  principle,  the  amnesty  act  did  not  cover  common  crimes.  Above  all,  political 
crimes  were  the  determining  criteria,  as  was  the  distinctly  growing  threat  of 
their  commission  and  the  weakened  sense  of  security  among  the  citizenry. 

Solely  for  humanitarian  reasons  the  act  permits  the  earliest  provisory  release 
of  those  offenders  who  have  committed  socially  less  dangerous  common  crimes  and 
have  reached  a  certain  age  (60  years  for  men  and  50  years  for  women)  or  who  were 
the ^actual  guardian  of  children  under  16  years  of  age  on  the  day  of  the  amnesty 

act  s  enactment.  Sixty-two  people  have  been  affected  by  the  benefits  of  this 
act . 

In  recapitulation,  we  can  state  that  various  provisions  of  the  amnesty  have  been 
applied  to  3,068  individuals  who  committed  political  crimes  or  transgressions 

as  well  as  to  nearly  11,000  other  individuals  who  had  committed  basically  inlnten- 
tional  crimes. 

In  this  context,  the  accusations  of  hostile  propaganda  agencies  that  those  who 
benefited  from  the  amnesty  act  were  mostly  common  criminals  are  groundless. 

Beyond  the  cases  already  mentioned,  the  remaining  amnesty  decisions  cover  either 
political  offenders,  or  offenders  who  unintentionally  committed  crimes.  The 
latter  belong  to  the  common  crime  category  because  they  acted  out  of  ignorance 
or  the  disinformation  incited  by  political  exhortations. 

Thanks  to  the  great  efficiency  of  the  court  system,  the  prosecutor's  office 
our  colleagues  on  criminal  matters,  the  Citizens'  Militia  and  the  prison  se^ice, 
the  30-day  term  for  releasing  individuals  who  had  been  granted  amnesty  from  the 
prisons  and  detention  centers  was  upheld.  This  was  envisioned  by  the  act  itself. 

The  amnesty  was  conducted  under  the  constant,  ongoing  supervision  of  the  public. 

The  amnesty,  as  an  expression  for  national  unity,  aroused  great  interest  in  the 
world,  especially  in  Western  societies.  To  the  greatest  extent  possible,  we 
tried  to  facilitate  the  efforts  of  journalists  from  the  West's  mass  media 
services  by  allowing  them  access  to  penal  facilities  and  the  filming  of  the 
procedures  of  releasing  those  affected  by  the  amnesty.  An  objective  examination 
of  the  facts  has  and  will  continue  to  have  a  measured  influence  in  changing  the 
position  of  Western  governments  and,  above  all,  public  opinion  there  vis-a-vis 
our  country. 
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A  regulation  of  the  act  which  has  not  yet  been  applied  is  article  5.  As  a 
result  of  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  based  on  a  proposal  of  the  Prosecutor 
General  of  the  Polish  People *s  Republic,  the  article  permits  in  especially 
substantitated  cases  the  remission  of  any  punishment  for  any  crime  with  the 
exception  of  crimes  against  the  staters  economic  interests*  In  the  context  of 
this  provision,  one  can  foresee  that  the  development  of  the  general  situation, 
including  the  return  to  the  former  tranquility  of  national  life  and  the  cessation 
of  criminal  activity  on  the  part  of  the  remnants  of  underground  organizations, 
will  decide  how  much  longer  the  benefits  of  the  amnesty  act  can  be  enjoyed. 

A  particular  issue  is  whether  those  granted  amnesty  respect  the  law.  Noncom¬ 
pliance  with  the  conditions  of  the  act  might  not  only  result  in  instances 
specified  in  the  act  on  the  abolition  of  the  benefits,  of  amnesty,  but  may  also 
be  of  significance  in  the  application  of  the  regulations  referred  to  above.  Up 
until  now,  there  has  been  no  experience  or  instance  which  would  be  without 
significance  when  we  evaluate  the  effects  of  the  amnesty  act. 

We  cannot  overlook,  however,  that,  despite  the  numerous  appeals,  there  are 
people  who  continued  to  commit  political  crimes  even  on  the  day  the  amnesty  act 
became  law.  As  a  result  of  this,  116  people  have  been  arrested  for  these  crimes 
and  are  currently  in  our  detention  centers. 

I  believe  that  there  are  grounds  to  affirm  that  the  expectations  accompanying 
the  amnesty  have  been  fulfilled  to  a  considerable  degree. 

The  extensive  public  response  to  the  act  itself,  the  universal  interest  in  its 
implementation  and  the  day-by-day  normalization  of  the  sociopolitical  situation 
in  the  country  provide  us  with  the  authority  to  make  such  a  statement. 

Society  has  supported  the  general  provisions  of  the  act  by  an  overwhelming 
majority.  Because  of  this,  we  must  ascribe  greater  significance  to  the  act 
than  simple  clemency  for  a  certain  group  of  citizens  who  were  in  conflict  with 
the  very  law  itself. 
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POLAND 


MILITIA,  STEEL  WORKERS  MEETING  DESCRIBED 

V 

Warsaw  PRAWO  I  ZYCIE  in  Polish  No  39,  24  Sep  83  pp  9 ,  11 

/Article  by  Maciej  Ziebicki:  "It  Is  Better  Here  Than  in  the  Street _ / 

/TextT  After  the  latest  street  incidents  on  31  August  of 
this  year,  the  head  of  the  Voivodship  Office  of  Internal 
Affairs  in  Krakow,  Col  Adam  Trzyb inski,  met  with  the  work 
forces  of  rolling  plants  in  the  Nowa  Huta  combine — the 
Lenin  Steel  Works. 

The  choice  was  not  accidental.  Until  now  it  was  among  the 
rolling  plant  workers  where  incidents  of  unrest  most  often 
occurred 5  various  illegal  activities  usually  started  herej 
here  Wladyslaw  Hardek,  until  recently  a  member  of  the 
so-called  Provisional  Coordination  Commission  ^TKK/ ,  and 
Bogdan  Wlosik,  who  died  tragically  a  year  ago,  used  to  work. 

There  are  over  100  workers  in  the  hall  who  came  here  immediately  after  the  end 
of  the  first  shift.  Those  who  chose  to  come  are  present.  An  announcement  about 
the  meeting  was  made  earlier,  a  poster  was  displayed  in  the  main  building  of  the 
gheet-metal  plant.  Although  it  was  stressed  that  the  meeting's  topic  would  be 
combating  the  phenomenon  of  social  pathology  and  the  fight  against  speculation, 
nobody,  nevertheless,  had  any  doubts  about  what  the  main  subject  of  discussion 
here  would  be. 

The  opening  statement  is  made  by  Stanislaw  Blak,  first  secretary  of  the  PZPR 
Plant  Committee.  Next  to  him  is  Stefan  Nlziolek,  director  of  employee  affairs 
of  the  Lenin  Steel  Works. 

Colonel  A.  Trzyb inski  ^akes  the  floor.  The  audience  silentlx  approves  the 
proposal  of  the  WUSW  /Voidvodship  Office  of  Internal  Affairs^/  chief;  consequently 
he  starts  with  the  presentation  of  the  state  of  safety  in  Nowa  Huta  during  the 
last  20  months.  It  is  not  a  bright  picture.  Contrary  to  widely  held  views, 
this  district  of  Krakow  is  an  area  most  seriously  threatened  with  incidents 
of  violation  of  law,  primarily  of  a  criminal  nature.  The  figures  speak  for 
themselves;  5,448  criminal  cases,  almost  5,000  misdemeanors,  over  7,500  militia 
interventions.  Among  the  crime— producing  factors,  the  mam  ones  are;  alcoholism, 
social  parasitism,  prostitution  and  drug  addiction.  The  above  facts,  obviously, 
are  not  without  influence  on  the  conduct  of  street  demonstrations. 
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X  Offenses  of  a  political  nature:  18  criminal  cases  against  36  employees  of  the 
Lenin  Steel  Works;  most  recently,  3  cases  are  under  investigation  involving 
7  employees,  including  one  charge  of  organizing  street  incidents,  and  2  charges 
of  participation  in  such  incidents • 

The  balance  sheet  of  the  latest  events  comprises  313  arrests.  There  were  65 
employees  of  the  Lenin  Steel  Works  in  the  above  number.  Individuals  under  25 
years  of  age  comprise  60  percent  of  those  arrested,  among  whom  are  also  minors 
and  young  students.  Material  losses  are  estimated  at  2.5  million  zlotys. 

"Think  about  this,"  concludes  Col  Trzybinski,  "who  needed  those  Incidents? 

What  did  they  result  in,  besides  those  who  were  wounded  and  material  losses? 

Let  us  wake  up  at  last.  We  should  not  permit  ourselves  to  be  manipulated  by 
provocateurs.  It  was  not  militia  who  were  throwing  stones...." 

There  are  many  voices  from  the  audience,  from  the  back  of  the  hall;  "They  did 
throw,  and  not  just  once!" 

The  noise  does  not  quite  down  quickly.  It  takes  a  while  before  the  WUSW  head 
can  resume  his  speech:  "Let  us  agree  that  we  will  not  interrupt  one  another. 

A  bit  more  culture. ..." 

After  a  while  he  continues:  "It  is  not  true,  it  is  a  tendentious  presentation 
of  this  case.  I  repeat  that  it  was  not  militia  who  were  throwing  stones." 

From  the  audience:  "The  procession  should  have  been  allowed  to  proceed...." 

"It  was  not  possible.  We  will  not  permit  street  riots,  destruction  of  our  common 
property.  What  does  a  hospital  (under  construction — ^M.Z.)  have  to  do  with  all 
this?  After  all,  there  were  attempts  to  set  it  afire,  to  destroy  it." 

Th^  concluding  motif  of  the  interrupted  presentation  by  Colonel  Trzybinski: 
"j^Public^/  opinion  maintains  that  we  still  do  not  do  enough,  that  we  should  act 
more  effectively.  We  agree  with  this,  but  there  are  many  causes  for  this.  We 
are  short  of  officers;  after  all,  you  also  talk  about  this  often  yourselves. 

We  have  too  few  allies  among  you.  And  this  is  a  tough  service  and  not  the  best- 
paid  one." 

A  mumbling  is  heard  among  the  audience:  "Why  should  it  be  paid...." 

"I  invite  you  then,  even  today,  to  a  patrol,  to  a  radio-equipped  patrol  car, 
keep  them  company  (...)  Why  have  you  set  your  minds  against  ZOMO?  After  all, 
they  are  your  sons,  they  come  from  workers’  families.  They  are  on  military  duty 
in  ZOMO.  They  patrol  the  streets,  maintain  order,  not  just  in  the  street." 

It  is  time  for  questions.  The  first  one  is  asked  in  the  back  of  the  hall,  is 
very  much  to  the  point,  and  is  directed  to  Colonel  Trzybinski:  "Did  you  give 
the  order  to  fire  grenades  at  the  apartments?  (the  grenades  in  question  are 
tear  gas  grenades — M.  Z.)  Whom  are  you  mistreating?  Innocent  people?" 
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A  middle-aged  woman,  two  rows  nearer:  "Maybe  I  will  answer,  then.  They  were 
shot  because  the  militia  were  being  hit  from  the  windows.  I  saw  this,  in  the 
very  apartment  complex  you  are  talking  about." 

Colonel  Trzybinski:  "You  have  probably  read  our  apology  in  the  printed  media. 

It  dealt  with  this  case  of  discomfort  resulting  from  the  use  of  chemical  means 
by  the  police  forces  in  the  course  of  restoring  law  and  order  in  the  area  of 
this  district.  Since  grenades  scatter  in  their  flight,  it  can  happen  that  they 
fall  into  the  windows  of  innocent  people.  We  have  recorded  several  such  inci¬ 
dents,  and  in  each  case  we  are  paying  for  the  damages.  But  I  would  like  to 
stress  that  in  many  instances  the  windows  were  shot  at  on  purpose,  because  from 
there  stones  were  thrown  at  the  officers.  Besides,  as  we  can  see,  there  are 
witnesses  to  this.  To  answer  this  question:  Yes,  I  gave  such  an  order." 

A  rustle  in  the  audience:  "What  for?" 

) 

"We  use  force  always  as  a  last  resort.  When  calls  through  megaphones  are  not 
effective  we  use  dyed  water.  On  31  August  we  used  water  only  when  stones  were 
thrown  at  the  militia  on  Bulwarowa  Street." 

A  question,  or  rather  a  remark:  "I  remember  that  it  used  to__be  possible  to  talk 
to  a  militiaman,  while  today  I  see  a  total  lack  of  respect  /on  the  part  of  the 
militiaman/.  Such  a  young  man  and  he  addresses  his  seniors  disrespectfully." 

"I  do  not  know  what  branch  of  service  the  officer  you  are  talking  about  was  from. 
Maybe  he  was  from  ROMO — they  come  from  among  you,  and  not  always  with  the  proper 
civil  manners  (ROMO — members  of  the  military  reserve,  called  up  periodically, 
usually  for  several  weeks,  and  assigned  to  the  MO — M.  Z.).  An  officer  should 
act  in  a  cultural  way  and  he  should  respect  each  citizen.  And  this  is  what  we 
teach  him.  We  draw  conclusions  from  each  confirmed  complaint  regarding  improper 
behavior.  I  would  like  to  say,  though,  that  militiamen  are  not  different  than 
the  population  at  large.  There  are  differences  among  them.  We  need  people  but 
increasingly  more  often  we  accept  those  who  want  to  come  to  us,  instead  of  those 
whom  we  would  like  to  enlist.  After  all,  you  know  that  we  have  many  vacancies." 

"What  was  the  purpose  of  creating  the  MSW  ^Ministry  of  International  Affair^/?" 

"This  body,  as,  after  all,  you  also  know,  exists  ever 3where,  in  each  country. 

In  our  country  since  1944.  To  put  it  in  the  broadest  sense,  it  is  a  ministry 
set  up  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  order  in  the  country." 

"On  31  August  I  was  returning  home  from  work  late  in  the  evening.  I  saw  the 
militia  apprehending  a  young  man.  I  am  convinced  that  they  did  this  only 
because  he  was  young." 

"And  were  you  apprehended?  Let  us  then  believe  that  there  was  some  reason  why 
they  became  interested  in  this  man,  and  not  in  you." 

"Militiamen  drink  vodka,  they  have  beer  in  their  cars.  They  get  all  this  from 
you  before  an  action." 
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"This  is  an  insinuation.  Indeed,  just  as  you  at  your  work  posts,  our  officers 
on  duty  receive  water,  they  usually  keep  it  in  lockers  in  their  radio— equipped 
patrol  cars.  Can  it  happen  that  an  officer  smuggles  beer,  maybe  even  vodka? 

It  can,  as  it  happens,  not  at  all  infrequently,  in  your  workplace.  Is  any 
supervisor  able  to  watch  all  his  people?  On  the  other  hand,  I  would  like  to 
assure  you  that  each  case  of  drinking  alcohol  on  duty  results  in  a  dismissal." 

"Maybe  you  do  not  give  vodka,  but  chocolate  Instead,  and  militiamen  barter  it 
for  alcohol.". 

"I  do  not  know  any  case  of  giving  out  chocolate  to  officers.  Besides,  where 
did  you  find  out  about  this?" 

"I  have  overheard  this  in  the  street." 

"But  your  commissary  stores  are  very  well  stocked." 

"Myths,  age-old  myths  that  are  still  perpetxiated.  Let  us  take  a  ride  to 
18  January  Street  (location  of  the  officers'  club — M.  Z.)  and  you  will  see  what 
is  there.  It  is  not  different  from  your  cafeterias." 

"A  large  number  of  trucks  drive  up  to  a  vodka  store  on  Bohaterow  Warszawy 
Street.  Can  we  eliminate  this?" 

"We  must  for  sure.  I  am  making  a  note  of  this  case.  On  the  other  hand,  your 
help  is  indispensable.  Give  us  a  signal,  but  also  react  on  your  own,  create 
a  eliminate  of  condemnation." 

"What  happened  to  Wladyslaw  Hardek?  There  are  all  kinds  of  stories,  supposedly 
you  are  holding  him. ..." 

"This  is  not  a  secret.  I  know  that  he  had  already  a  talk  with  director  Pustowski 
(director  general  of  the  Lenin  Steel  Works — ^M.  Z.),  and  starting  on  15  September 
he  Intends  to  start  work  in  your  plant." 

"How  can  one  manifest  one's  dissatisfaction  now  legally,  without  risking 
reprisals?" 

"I  think  that  there  are  many  possibilities  of  doing  this.  You  do  not  appreciate 
them,  you  do  not  trust.  There  is  the  party,  there  are  trade  unions  and  civic 
organizations.  All  one  has  to  do  is  to  submit  in  an  appropriate  form  the  reason 
for  this  discontent.  In  the  street  we  cannot  settle  any  issue.  You  have  viewed 
those  incidents . " 

"I  was  there." 

"At  least  one  /of  you/  has  admitted  this.  And  what  is  your  opinion?" 

"You  should  have  allowed  people  to  pass,  they  would  have  dispersed  by  themselves." 
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"This  is  not  true.  After  all,  we  waited  patiently  for  this  to  happen.  In  the 
meantime,  people  who  were  returning  from  work  in  the  steel  works  were  joined  by 
groups  of  young  people,  as  it  turned  out  later,  not  only  from  Nowa  Huta.  They 
took  banners  which  were  made  earlier  and  hidden  in  the  bushes,  various  tools, 
also  stones  with  which  to  attack  the  militia.  Our  appeal  was  met  with  whistles, 
V-signs  appeared.  Finally,  stones  began  to  fly.  No,  we  will  not  permit  street 
marches  with  hostile  slogans  and  antistate  shouts.  Street  manifestations  are 
not  in  the  interest  of  your  work  force  or  the  residents  of  this  district,  because 
they  draw  primarily  young  people,  they  draw  the  attention  of  unreflective 
onlookers.  You  have  seen  this;  after  all,  there  were  even  mothers  with  children. 
Is  this  wise?  Is  this  the  way  to  educate  children  and  youth?  What  about  the 
effects?  Wounds,  tears,  bitterness.  Who  needs  this?  Who  will  profit  from 
this?  No,  I  repeat,  the  street  is  not  a  place  for  solving  any  issues." 

A  long  statement  by  an  old  steel  worker.  On  speculation,  drawn-out  trials  of 
various  wise  guys  the  life  of  the  so-called  "prominenty , "  the  climate  of 
distrust  in  the  authorities.  His  conclusion  is  that  one  has  to  look  closer  at 
people  and  seek  contacts  with  the  population. 

The  WUSW  head:  "Yes,  it  is  true,  there  are  still  many  problems  to  be  resolved. 

We  cannot  immediately  mend  all  that  has  accumulated  over  many  years.  We  are 
undertaking  various  actions.  This  was  discussed  at  the  latest  plenary  session 
(of  the  Krakow  PZPR  Committee — ^M.  ,  your  steel  works*  representatives  spoke 

on  this  topic.  We  also  want  to  be  closer  to  the  population  and  remove  the 
Irregularities  with  its  assistance." 

A  no-so-young  man  from  the  second  row:  "To  put  it  mildly,  I  have  heard  here 
talk  that  the  attitude  of  officers  is  not  always  proper.  I  have  a  different 
experience,  and  I  would  like  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  thank  you. 
Colonel,  and  to  present  you  these  names — he  hands  them  personally — with  a  request 
to  reward  them,  maybe  to  promote  them  earlier.  To  be  specific,  when  my  apartment 
was  broken  into  and  I  was  robbed,  not  only  did  I  not  believe  that  I  would 
recovery  my  stolen  belongings,  but  I  also  did  not  expect  to  be  treated  seriously 
and  amicably  by  the  officers  in  charge." 

Colonel  Trzybinski:  "It  is  our  duty  to  protect  both  social  and  private  property, 
and  when  a  crime  is  committed — to  pursue  its  perpetrators .  But  I  would  like  at 
the  same  time  to  advise  you  to  take  better  care  of  your  property,  make  your 
apartments  safer,  alert  your  neighbors  to  strangers.  Two  groups  of  burglars 
discovered  recently,  with  a  record  of  80  and  60  crimes,  testify  once  more  to  an 
abysmal  lack  of  concern  for  one's  property.  Remember  that  the  militia  cannot 
manage  to  prevent  everything." 

Another  question,  again  about  the  incidents:  "Could  not  the  militia  action  have 
ended  earlier,  at  5  or  6  o'clock?  After  all,  by  that  time  nothing  more  was 
going  on." 

"No,  it  was  not  possible.  As  some  people  know,  such  Incidents  develop  according 
to  a  certain  scenario.  It  is  not  an  accident.  Groups  that  were  dispersed  hide 
between  buildings  and  attack  militia  units  from  there.  They  also  attempt  to 
disperse  our  forces.  At  this  very  phase  many  of  our  officers  were  wounded;  they 
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still  remain  in  the  hdspital.  Besides,  those  groups  usually  try  to  merge  with 
people  leaving  church.  We  were  promised  recently  that  there  would  be  no  after¬ 
noon  service  in  the  Bienczyce  Church.  Nevertheless,  such  a  service  was  held 
and  also  from  there  a  group  emerged  and  began  attacking  the  militia,  building 
barricades,  destroying  public  facilities.  As  you  know,  this  church  cannot  be 
considered  an  oasis  of  peace.” 

”I  thought  that  all  this  ended  earlier.” 

”The  developments  in  Nowa  Huta  during  the  last  several  months  are  a  thought- 
out  program,  and  those  incidents  proceed  according  to  a  scenario  prepared  in 
advance.  Hence  those  masks  over  the  faces,  supplies  of  tools  and  stones,  light 
dresses  that  are  fit  for  such  an  ”occasion,”  and,  finally,  tactics  designed  for 
scattering  our  forces  and  causing  maximal  losses.  I  repeat  this  once  more, 
do  not  permit  groups  of  provocateurs  to  manipulate  you.” 

The  atmosphere  that  was  turbulent  at  the  beginning  calms  down  visibly  as  time 
passes.  There  is  less  and  less  aggressiveness  in  the  questions ,  as  if  there 
is  more  concern  about  the  broadly  conceived  issues  of  law  and  order.  It  is  true 
that  several  individuals  leave  before  the  meeting  is  over,  but  they  do  this 
somewhat  stealthily,  not  ostentatiously.  The  meeting  nears  its  end.  Col  A. 
Trzybinski  asks  whether  it  was  a  necessary  meeting,  whether  it  proved  to  be 
useful. 

”Yes,  yes,”  timid  voices  can  be  heard.  Somebody  says  that  it  is  better  to  meet 
here  than  in  the  street. 
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POLAND 


PROBLEMS  IN  PUBLISHING  INDUSTRY  DESCRIBED 
Warsaw  TU  I  TERAZ  in  Polish  No  36,  7  Sep  83  p  12 

[Article  by  Jacek  Wojciechowski:  "Publishing  ^Miracle’  and  VJhat  Next?"] 

[Text]  In  1982  a  miracle  of  a  kind  happened:  book 
publishing  increased  by  30  percent  with  the  same 
manufacturing  base  and  under  the  same  publishing 
conditions.  The  conclusion  is  that  the  entire  increase 
took  place  mainly  as  a  result  of  a  considerable 
effort  of  everyone  involved  in  that  industry. 

Nevertheless,  the  overall  supply  of  books  is  still  scanty.  Thus,  the 
publishing  quotas  for  the  current  year  forecast  an  increase  in  publishing 
to  187  million  copies  a  year,  with  the  same  manufacturing  base  and  under 
the  same  publishing  conditions,  of  course.  This,  in  turn,  is  quite 
sufficient  to  cool  down  the  wave  of  enthusiasm,  since  books  can  neither  be 
printed  from  nothing  nor  with  bare  hands. 

Approximately  in  mid- July,  daily  newspapers  received  PAP  communiques 
happily  announcing  the  publishing  quotas  for  the  current  year  as  a  success, 
yet  hardly  mentioning  the  conditions  necessary  to  achieve  it.  Emphasis 
was  placed  so  cleverly  that  one  actually  wanted  to  applaud.  And  so  the 
propaganda  spirit  of  success  found  its  new  expression.  However,  it  was 
enough  to  reflect  for  a  moment  over  the  information  that  in  the  first 
half  of  the  year  90  million  (actually  87  million)  copies  were  published, 
which  obviously  is  not  half  of  187  million.  Generally  speaking,  there 
exists  a  serious  fear  that  such  a  quota  is  not  feasible  or  maybe  the 
situation  is  even  worse,  and  if  I  am  mistaken,  I  will  gladly  eat  my  hat. 

After  all,  the  discrepancies  between  the  optimism  of  official  statistics 
and  reality  are  quite  apparent  to  everyone.  It  is  enough  to  want  to  buy 
a  specific  book.  Of  course,  sometimes  it  is  even  possible,  but  at  a 
flea  market  and  as  a  rule  for  half  of  one^s  monthly  salary.  The  black 
market,  in  turn,  if  it  exists,  is  always  an  evidence  of  something  evil. 

Under  such  circumstances  we  often  buy  books  which  are  not  necessarily 
the  most  wanted  ones,  books  which  not  infrequently  fall  apart  at  the 
first  reading. 
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Furthermore,  publishing  of  monthly  magazines  is  worth  reflecting  upon. 

In  July,  copies  of  issue  No  4  prevailed.  Is  July  then  the  fourth  month 
of  the  year?  In  addition  to  this,  one  needs  to  recall  a  dramatic  announce¬ 
ment  (Xu  I  TERAZ  No  27  p  5)  in  which  the  best  Polish  publishing  house, 
namely  PIW  [State  Publishing  Institute] ,  cancelled  the  publication  of  a 
number  of  scheduled  books.  So  if  even  PIW  has  difficulties,  then... 

What,  then,  is  the  truth  about  our  book  publishing— success  or  decay?  An 
unquestionable  success  was  the  last  year’s  increase  in  book  publishing, 
which  was  in  a  sense  a  bounce  off  the  bottom.  On  the  other  hand,  however, 
not  even  half  of  existing  needs  are  met;  it  is,  then,  more  difficult  to 
talk  about  awakening  and  shaping  of  future  needs.  What  is  equally  dramatic 
is  that  the  entire  system  of  book  publishing  and  distribution  is  not  at 
all  stable  and  the  crisis  which  began  in  the  mid-1970’s  still  goes  on — with 
a  good  chance  of  becoming  worse,  which  would  have  unpredictable  conse¬ 
quences. 

After  all,  an  average  reader  is  not  so  naive  as  to  swallow  the  babbling 
about  the  publishing  achievements,  because  he  sees  the  facts.  What  he 
sees  and  hears  is  "there  isn’t — there  wasn’t — there  won’t  be"  and, 
irritated  by  his  own  helplessness,  he  takes  his  anger  out  on  booksellers, 
accusing  them  of  God  knows  what,  including  black  market  deals.  This  is 
obvious  nonsense,  a  blind  charge  ahead  at  the  first  person  on  hand; 
after  all,  a  bookseller  can  sell  only  what  he  has  and  not  what  he  does  not 
have. 

Equally  nonsensical  are  complaints  against  libraries,  for  where  should  they 
get  the  books  that  do  not  exist?  Picking  on  libraries  is  immoral  anyway, 
because  the  very  fact  that  they  do  function  is  unusual.  A  library  is  a 
burden  to  a  government  department  and  local  administration,  a  fifth  wheel, 
an  oddity  which  no  one  wants.  When  in  the  Ministry  of  Culture  and  Art  a 
department  which  dealt  with  everything  concerning  books  had  been  esta¬ 
blished,  libraries  were  obviously  ignored.  Furthermore,  in  December 
the  regulations  about  librarians’  salaries  were  abolished,  and  to  this 
day  no  one  has  had  time  to  work  out  new  regulations.  So,  can  this  be  a 
normal  institution? 

All  in  all,  it  is  only  logical  that  readers  direct  most  of  their  objections 
at  publishers,  placing  on  them  a  lion’s  share  of  blame  for  shortages  on 
the  book  market.  This  is  a  result  of  the  fact  that  a  publisher  places  his 
name  on  the  book, does  not  escape  into  anonymity,  so  that  there  is  a  specific 
guilty  party.  But  in  our  system  a  publishing  house  is  a  firm  which  is 
supposed  to  publish  a  specific  number  of  books  for  a  specific  amount  of 
money  using  the  quantity  of  paper  specified  in  advance.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  explain  to  anybody  that  this  formula  cannot  be  equated  with  a  formula 
for  successs.  In  reality,  the  working  of  publishing  houses  is  completely 
different  from  what  everybody  thinks  it  is,  and  very  frequently  it  is  not 
a  financial  factor  but  simply  professional  ambition  that  sets  it  into 
motion. 
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Our  publisher  does  not  have  his  own  printing  plant  but  is  a  (burdensome) 
customer  of  many  of  them  simultaneously,  paying  less  than  the  customer 
who  orders  labels  reading  "Plum  jam  made  of  pumpkins."  A  publisher  does 
not  always  make  decisions  himself  in  matters  of  circulation  as  well  as 
book  prices  and  has  no  influence  whatsoever  in  distribution  and  sales. 
Finally,  the  publisher  does  not  have  his  own  authors  at  his  disposal,  but 
makes  use  of  ready-made  offers  and,  basically,  has  the  right  to  just  one 
entirely  autonomous  decision:  he  does  not  have  to  accept  an  offer.  But 
he  has  to  publish  something,  doesn't  he? 

To  complete  the  picture  one  should  explain  right  away  that  a  popular 
charge  that  publishers  allegedly  offer  trash  in  large  quantities  is 
groundless.  Books  which  can  really  be  classified  as  trash  do  not  exceed 
1  percent  of  the  yearly  publishing  output.  If  the  entire  economy  could 
keep  such  a  low  margin  of  error,  Poland  would  truly  become  another  Japan. 

All  right,  then — an  exasperated  reader  might  say  in  a  futile  search  for 
the  culprit — but  the  Ministry  of  Culture  and  Art  is  most  certainly 
responsible  for  book  production.  One  cannot  get  away  from  this,  even 
through  lies.  Well,  the  ministry  is  the  obvious  responsible  party  if 
one  can  talk  about  responsibility  for  something  over  which  one  has  minimal 
control.  Because,  to  tell  the  truth,  the  minister  of  culture  and  art  can 
have  a  say  but  only  in  the  final  stage  of  book  production  and  distribution. 
In  earlier  stages  everything  depends  on  the  decision  of  six  or  seven 
other  ministries  which  are  by  comparison  definitely  stronger  than  the 
Ministry  of  Culture  and  Art.  Is  then  the  word  "responsibility"  the  right 
one? 

In  addition,  although  books  are  printed  for  the  market,  they  are  not 
considered  to  be  marketable  merchandise  and  thus  they  do  not  enjoy  any 
privileges.  Neither  does  book  production  fall  within  the  framework  of 
operational  programs  or  government's  orders.  Under  these  conditions 
the  notion  of  responsibility  may  be  juggled  as  one  wishes.  And  it's 
the  real  thing,  (not  Coca-Cola,  however).  On  the  example  of  a  fairly 
complicated  process  of  book  printing  the  weak  points  of  our  economic 
system  are  manifested:  competence — diluted,  coordination — absent, 
voluntarism.  No  wonder  then  that  the  reform  is  so  sluggish. 

I  think  that  in  the  case  of  the  publishing  industry,  looking  for  the 
culprits  should  be  abandoned;  instead,  sources  of  weakness  should  be 
analyzed.  In  my  opinion  there  are  three  such  sources,  and  sometimes 
we  know  more  of  them  than  at  other  times. 

The  first  such  source ,  generally  known,  by  the  way,  is  a  result  of  paper 
shortages  which,  after  all,  are  present  all  over  the  world.  Namely,  the 
increase  of  world  paper  production  lags  behind  the  increase  in  demand 
and  certainly  will  never  catch  up,  so  the  price  of  paper  increases. 

New  solutions  are  dilllgently  researched,  there  are  even  substitute 
mterials  (e.g.,  very  durable,  synthetic  "paper"),  which  are  prohibitively 
expensive  with  much  worse  utility  characteristics. 
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In  our  country,  as  of  late,  total  paper  production  has  increased 

considerably — we  do  not  know  for  how  long.  However,  the  quality  is 

still  substandard  while  the  assortment  does  not  meet  publishing  needs, 

since  books  cannot  be  printed  on  just  any  paper.  There  is  a  particular 

need  for  third  class  pelure  paper  and  coated  paper.  Because  of  these  shortages 

books  are  printed  on  what  is  available,  with  the  result  that  many  books 

fall  apart  at  first  reading  while  it  is  difficult  to  differentiate  the 

text  from  a  dirty  background. 

Is  there  any  solution?  Yes:  growth  and  modernization  of  the  paper 
industry  so  that  paper  production  increases  and  the  assortment  changes. 

But  foreign  currency  is  needed  for  this.  Another  solution  lies  in  import¬ 
ing  paper  but  that,  too,  requires  foreign  currency.  Yet  foreign  currency 
is  not  available  and  will  not  be  in  the  near  future,  particularly  since 
a  nightmarish  foreign  currency  debt  hangs  overhead  and  there  are  , 

sanctions  to  boot.  Whoever  thought  that  the  crisis  and  sanctions  will 
somehow  bypass  us  did  not  have  his  head  screwed  on  right. 

The  know-it-alls  think  that  they  have  found  a  method.  Not  so  long  ago, 
one  editor  played  the  sage  on  the  radio  by  cursing  awkward  paper  recycling 
projects,  for  in  it  he  saw  the  solution  to  our  paper  difficulties, 
whereas  we  allegedly  "prefer  to  cut  down  forests."  Poor  but  unrealiable 
fool:  was  it  not  your  duty  to  read  up  prior  to  the  broadcast  on  from 
what  and  how  paper  is  made? 

In  paper  production,  recycled  paper  (and  not  of  every  kind)  constitutes 
only  a  small  portion;  the  greater  the  quantity  of  recyled  paper,  the  lower 
the  quality  of  the  product.  From  recycled  paper  alone  one  can  (I  don^t 
know  whether  this  is  possible  in  Poland)  produce  paper  of  the  10th  quality 
class,  which  is  not  suitable  for  anything.  Thus,  books  printed  on  recycled 
paper  are  a  sham  and  this  finally  has  to  be  admitted.  However,  there  is 
supposedly  a  chance  to  export  our  recycled  paper,  and  that  is  excellent. 

Another  and  at  the  same  time  main  yet  lesser  known  source  of  difficulties 
in  our  printing  industry  is  the  dramatic  crisis  in  that  industry.  We  seem 
to  forget  that  the  printing  industry  is  as  much  of  an  industry  as  any  other 
and  that  it  depends  on  the  same  general  economic  determinants.  Good  will 
alone  will  not  print  a  book,  nor  will  it  produce  a  car  or  a  chamber  pot. 
Mobilization  of  good  will  last  year  indeed  aided  in  the  intensification 
of  printing  output,  but  that  was  all;  a  good  will  lemon  was  squeezed  to 
the  last  drop. 

At  present,  the  number  one  problem  is  a  lack  of  machines  and  spare  parts 
for  them — let  us  say  clearly:  a  catastrophic  shortage.  The  period  of 
exploitation  of  machinery  has  been  prolonged  already  over  and  above  the 
norm,  so  now  everything  is  breaking  down  with  increased  speed.  There 
are  no  reserves  here.  Without  significant  foreign  currency  support,  a 
year  after  the  great  publishing  leap  an  even  greater  regression  may  take 
place. 
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The  printing  industry,  furthermore,  has  shortages  of  everything.  There  is 
a  shortage  of  printer's  ink  (foreign  currency)  and  the  quality  of  the 
existing  kinds  does  not  withstand  criticism;  after  all,  everyone  can 
see  for  himself — many  newspapers  can  be  neither  touched  nor  read.  There 
is  a  shortage  of  offset  plates,  binder ^s  types  and  scissors  (foreign 
currency)  and  only  God  knows  what  else.  How  can  books  be  bound  if  there 
is  no  book  binding  cotton  cloth  (foreign  currency)  and  the  linen  offered 
instead  can  be  used  only  for  making  blind  folds  so  that  one  cannot  see 
what  is  happening  in  the  printing  industry?  Here  is  the  picture:  how 
can  one  glue  books  if  there  is  a  lack  of  bone  glue — only  of  the  useful 
kind  (shortage  of  animals) — and  substitutes  like  dextrin  glue  are  good 
for  nothing;  maybe  we  will  start  selling  books  in  loose  sheets,  by  pounds. 

Upon  hearing  how  much  foreign  currency  is  needed,  many  think  we  have  gone 
mad,  and  yet  they  are  wrong.  No  country  in  the  world,  particularly  a 
small  one,  can  produce  everything  itself.  Therefore,  the  opening  into 
the  world  was  a  correct  move;  only  the  method  of  implementation  bordered 
on  madness.  For  with  a  few  exceptions — as  when  in  the  manufacturing  of 
book  binding  knives  (a  small  piece  of  metal)  components  purchased  with 
foreign  currency  are  needed,  which  borders  on  paranoia — the  situation 
under  normal  circumstances  would  not  raise  objections. 

And  now  what?  We  are  stuck  without  foreign  currency.  And  that  is  cold 
hard  cash,  not  the  so-called  limits  with  which  one  can  wallpaper  a  room. 

The  printing  industry  is  cursed  with  yet  another  thing — namely,  nobody 
wants  to  work  in  the  printing  plants.  Work  there  is  very  unhealthy,  hard, 
and  salaries  are  on  the  level  of  librarians’  salaries,  which  is  almost 
nothing.  Above  all  there  is  a  shortage  of  typesetters,  and  if  the 
retirees  do  not  decide  to  return  to  work,  even  on  a  part-time  basis, 
then  we  have  a  problem:  already  today  there  is  nobody  to  set  certain 
scientific  texts  in  Poland. 

Finally,  the  third  source  of  printing  difficulties  is  not,  most  likely, 
as  yet  fully  comprehended.  But  the  time  will  come  when  we  will  feel  it 
acutely. 

The  whole  problem  lies  in  the  fact  that  every  book,  as  an  element  of 
the  communication  process,  has  to  have  a  sender,  i.e.,  an  author.  And 
here  the  circle  of  authors  is  shrinking  in  a  terrifying  manner, 
particularly  from  a  qualitative  point  of  view.  It  is  obvious  that  one 
cannot  read  books  which  have  not  been  written  at  all  or  those  poorly 
written. 

Gradually,  authors  of  scientific  works  give  up  publishing,  discouraged 
not  just  by  embarassing  rates  but  mainly  by  the  fantastically  long 
printing  time  of  scientific  works,  so  long  that  frequently  printing 
becomes  outdated,  senseless.  Foreign  authors  give  up  printing  their 
works  in  our  country.  At  the  same  time,  we  have  a  diminishing  number 
of  scientific  texts  suitable  for  international  exchange,  and  it  is  not 
difficult  to  guess  the  danger  of  such  a  state  of  affairs. 
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Low  fees  combined  with  the  time  required  for  book  printing  have  been 
scaring  people  away  from  writing  for  a  long  time.  That  is  why,  among 
other  reasons,  there  are  so  few  authors  of  children's  books,  while,  on 
the  Other  hand,  satirically  high  fees  for  translation  have  led  the  art 
of  translation  astray.  In  spite  of  all  of  that,  some  novels,  short 
stories  and  poetry  have  been  created,  frequently  interesting,  some¬ 
times  outstanding.  But  what  will  happen  next? 
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ROMANIA 


CENTRAL  POSITION  OF  PARTI  IN  SOCIALIST  CONSTRUCTION 
Bucharest  ERA  SOCIALISTA  in  Romanian  No  17,  10  Sep  83  pp  l-U 


Article  by  Dr  Hie  Radulescu:  »The  Party  As  the  Vital  Center  of  Socialist 
devolution  and  Construction^/ 

/fext?  Nicolae  Ceausescu  said,  »The  party  is  emerging  with  growing  streng^  as 
^e  ^tal  center  of  the  entire  nation,  disseminating  the  enterpiusing  thought 
that  will  secvire  revolutionary  social  reform  and  the  power  that  inspires  all 
creative  energies  and  mobilizes  the  genius  of  the  entire  Romanian  people,  offer- 
ir^  the  nation  wonderful  prospects  of  progress  and  civilization. 

By  virtue  of  the  problems  it  took  up,  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  conducted,  and 
the  conclusions  summarized  by  Party  Secretary  General  Nicolae  Ceausescu,  the 
Conference  on  Organizational  and  Political-Educational  Problems^ qualifies  as  an 
event  of  major  significance  in  Romania’s  social-political  experience,  in  the 
party's  activity  as  a  leading  social  force,  and  in  party  propaganda  as  well  as 
political-educational  work.  Nicolae  Ceausescu’s  speech  at  the  coherence  de¬ 
velops  and  enriches  the  theoretical  conception  of  the  party,  of  its  role  ^ 
ciety,  and  of  the  practical  ways  of  exercising  its  leadership  under  the  conditi¬ 
ons  of  the  fully  developed  socialist  society,  a  qualitatively  higher  stage 
throu^  which  Romania  is  now  passing.  It  determines  the  objective  reasons  for 
the  growth  of  the  party's  role  in  terms  of  theory  and  it  defines  the  current  re¬ 
quirements  for  the  party's  performance  of  its  role  in  management  of  the  economy, 
science,  education,  art,  culture  and  social  activity  as  a  ^o3^,  as  well  as 
those  for  improving  organizational  work,  the  approach  and  of  ^1 

party  organs  and  organizations,  and  propaganda,  political-ideological  and  cultu 
ral-educational  work.  It  may  be  quite  rightly  said  that  * 

a  coherent  theory  concerning  the  party  and  its  functions  in  the 
the  nation's  socialist  progress,  combined  with  an  e^cceptxonal  summary  of  the  o 
ganizational  and  political-ideological  experience  scared  in  ®®^®® 
which  experience  is  a  valuable  possession  for  the  entire  party  with  spiri^d  re¬ 
sponses  in  the  world  commiunist  movement  and  on  a  broader  international  level. 
Ttet  is  why  the  broad  range  of  the  subject  matter  of  Nicolae  ^eausescu's  spee^ 
lends  it  the  character  of  a  program  document  of  the  CPR  and  projects  it  upon  the 
world  as  a  contribution  to  the  enrichment  of  revolutionary  theory. 
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An  Integral  Part  of  the  Peqple 

w-?enlae  Ceausescu’s  theoretical  works  and  his  ridi  conception  of  socialist  devo¬ 
tion  and  construction  eit5)hasize  the  problems  of  party  leadership 
the  critical  inroortance  of  management  by  the  party  to  the  success  of  the  new 
der.  But  what^ommands  attention  from  the  first  stands  taken  to  the  recent 
speech  at  the  Mangalia  Conference  is  the  originality  of  that  con^pUw  and  e 
evaluation  of  the  party's  role  and  functions  in  coi.ylete  ^tSal 

neral  conception  of  socialist  society  as  an  order  with  a  hi^ 
and  moral  civilization  and  a  democratic  order  wher^n  the  power  ^ 

the  people  in  their  own  social  and  national  interests.  It  is  Nicolae  Ceau- 
sescu's  credit  that  he  freed  the  conception  of  the  Pe¬ 

trified  restrictions  and  from  all  that  retarded  the  development  ^  its  political 
power  and  could  drive  it  alienation  of  the  masses  ard  miure. 
neral 's  ideological  and  theoretical  procedure  gave  the  CPR  a  scientific,  revolu- 
tionarv  view  both  of  its  mission  in  the  new  stage  of  socialist  development  in 
Romania  and  of  its  internal  structures  and  its  relations  with  the  state,  the  mass 
and  public  organizations,  the  other  social  bodies,  the  working  class  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  as  a  whole.  By  inaugurating  a  new  era  in  the  party’s  existence  and  in  the 
exercise  of  its  political  leadership  in  society,  the  Ntath  GPR  Confess  inaugu¬ 
rated  a  new  era  in  the  development  of  the  whole  socialist  society  in  Romnia, 
within  which  the  party  and  the  people  acted  together  as  a  monolithic  unit  an 
made  essential  (iianges  that  are  now  advancing  the  nation  on  the  paths  oi  all- 
around  progress. 

There  is  no  space  in  this  article  for  an  exhaustive  analysis  of  Nicolae  Ceaus^- 
cu*s  revolutionary  conception  of  the  Communist  Party.  But  a  entirely 

new  points  must  be  indicated  that  vitalize  the  party  itself  and  fortify  ^ma¬ 
nia’ ^  whole  social  organism.  Among  these  the  following  are  noteworthy:  (a)  Ob¬ 
jective  necessities  for  construction  of  the  fully  developed  socialist  society 
inevitably  determine  the  very  development  of  the  party’s  leadership  in  society, 
and  the  entire  task  of  building  the  new  order,  exploration  of  Ihe  new  social  phe¬ 
nomena,  realistic  scientific  substantiation  of  the  developmental  progr^,  making 
the  masses  aware  of  the  inplementation  of  that  program  and  orgartzing  ^eir  con¬ 
structive  efforts  are  especially  noteworthy  among  those  necessities,  v  ^ ® 
party  exercises  political  leadership  in  society  and  it  is  ^t  above  the  state 
organs,  the  other  social  bodies,  the  social  classes,  the  state  or  society  but 
acts  from  within  society  as  its  vital  nucleus  and  its  mam  motive  ^orce, 

(c)  As  an  integral  part  of  the  people  and  their  purposeful  and  orgartzed  revolu¬ 
tionary  detachment,  the  party  acts  in  close  unity  with  the  worting  class,  the 
peasantry,  the  intelligentsia  and  the  people  as  a  whole  regar^ess  of  mtion^i- 
ty  and  with  the  same  essential  political,  ideological,  economic,  social  am 
onal  goals,  (d)  The  political  and  ideological  training  of  party  pepomel  and 
activists,  and  ultimately  of  all  party  members,  must  be  raised  to  the  level  of 
true  professional  revolutionaries,  (e)  The  party’s  Ld 

one  of  the  iMnatable  lews  of  Ite  evolution,  and  its  oontart  ^ 
its  revolutionary  action  within  the  workers  collectives  are 

tures  of  its  capacity  as  a  revolutionary  mass  party  and  a  . 

force  that  directs,  unifies,  inspires  and  organizes  the  f®®®’^®^ 
construction  of  the  fully  developed  socialist  society  and  Romania  s  advance 

toward  coiranunism.. 
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AS  we  recall  today,  after  the  Mangalia  Conference,  Nicolae  Ceausescu's  concepti¬ 
on  of  the  party’s  course  of  action  in  social  management,  a  number  of  main  ide 
emerge  that  can  he  summarized  under  a  few  major  headings. 

The  mspirer  of  the  Program  for  Romania’s  Socialist  Development 

The  facts  show  that  a  correct  general  political  poli^ 
sine  qua  non  for  social  management,  as  well  as  a  realistic, 

tiation  of  the  programs  for  social  development  with  couple te  integration  of  cw- 
^ent  developmLt  with  long-range  social  evolution.  Social  experience  P^es  t^^ 
/  in  the  period  of  socialist  construction  too  it  is  highly  important  to  c^^i^ 
strategic  view  with  the  tactical  one  and  to  approach  social  phenomena  from  the 
standpoint  of  their  objective  evolution,  allowing  both  for  the  cwrent  require¬ 
ments  of  national  progress  in  order  to  carry  out  the  basic  principles  of  socia¬ 
lism  and  communism  and  for  the  objective  trends  of  mankind’s  economic,  technical 
and  social  progress,  which  affect  Romania  in  one  way  or  another. 

Nicolae  Ceausescu’s  conclusion  that  "We  have  clear  programs  and  decisions  and  we 
have  a  correct  general  policy  for  all  activities"  expresses  the  resists  of  a  con¬ 
stant  and  diligent  effort  that  has  characterized  the  party’s  activity  since  the 
Ninth  CPR  Congress,  and  realistic  inteipretation  of  the  f . 
nia’s  progress  and  determination  of  the  economic  and  social  options  in  the  lign 
of  those  requirements  as  well  as  the  real  possibilities  for  natioml  progress, 
viewed  in  their  evolution,  are  characteristic  features  of  that  effort .  The  p^- 
ty  secretary  general’s  definition  of  the  concept.  the  fully  developed  soci¬ 

alist  society  was  of  great  theoretical  and  practical  importance,  and  it  did  away 
with  the  narrow,  one-sided  views  of  socialism  that  overestimated  social  relati¬ 
ons  and  underrated  the  motive  power  of  the  productive  forces,  which  were  narrow¬ 
ly  regarded  in  the  same  views  solely  as  a  relationship  between  groups  A  ^d  B  oi 
material  production,  without  particularizing  or  grading  the  importence  of  ea<» 
sector  of  material  production.  In  the  light  of  the  great  acconplishmente  t^ 
changed  the  face  of  the  nation’s  industry,  we  can  better  judge  today  both  the 
theoretical  and  the  practical  value  of  the  concept  of  the  fully  developed  so¬ 
cialist  society,  whereby  the  new  order  is  to  be  achieved  according  to  a  i^orm 
system  in  which  both  the  productive  forces  and  production  relations,  both  we 
material  and  the  cultural  aspects  of  society,  both  the  economic  ^d  the  so^^ 
structures,  and  both  the  economy  and  the  quality  of  life  are  devd.oped,  and  all- 
aro\md  dev^opment  of  the  hximan  personality  is  the  essence  of  the  ®5 

life.  The  CPR  Program,  the  documents  of  the  12th  Party  Congress  and  the  Natio¬ 
nal  Party  Conference,  and  the  important  national  programs  for  industry,  ^erp, 
land  "reconstmction"  as  well  as  ideology  and  culture  prove  that  the  Party  in¬ 
cluded  theoretical  aims  in  its  current  policy  once  the  specific  ways  of  develop¬ 
ing  the  nation  in  this  five-year  plan  and  in  view  of  the  present  decade  were 
substantiated.  They  are  all  incorporated  in  the  current 

bv  the  121^  Party  Congress,  whidi  Nicolae  Ceausescu  so  succinctly  defined  as  the 
"achievement  of  a  hew  quality  of  work  and  life  and  the  start  of  a  new  develop¬ 
mental  stage  of  Romanian  society." 

In  enhancing  the  conception  of  the  Communist  Party,  Nicolae  Ceausescu  defined  in 
masterly  fashion  the  dialectical  relationship  between  theoiy  and  practice  and 
between  the  party's  political  and  organizational  functions,  bringing  out  the  ^- 
tal  importance  of  organizational  work  in  the  act  of  social  manag^ent  by  the  par¬ 
ty.  Ihe  party  secretary  general  said,  "However  correct  a  general  policy  may  be, 
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however  correct  oiir  progi^s  and  plans  may  be,  they  are  mer^y  plans  and  do¬ 
cuments  unless  highly  responsible  action  and  the  necessary  measures  are  taken  to 
carry  them  out.” 

^ile  stressing  the  part  played  by  progressive  ideas  and  policy  in  directing  hu¬ 
man  activity,  historical  materialism  has  always  rejected  social  automatism  or 
automatic  progress.  The  theory  of  social  action  is  one  of  the  ftodamental  pr^ 
cepts  of  Marxist  thought.  Marx  noted  the  fact  that  unlike  any  other  social  the¬ 
ory,  communism  does  not  intend  to  contemplate  the  world  but  to  transform  it,  and 
to  transform  it  on  a  revolutionary  basis  in  the  spirit  of  the  communist  concep¬ 
tion.  For  the  working  class  and  the  revolutionary  forces  it  is  one-sided  and 
harmful  to  reduce  Iferxism  to  the  materialistic  interpretation  of  society.  Marx 
based  the  theory  of  class  struggle  and  consequently  the  theory  of  socialist  re¬ 
volution  on  that  interpretation,  indicating  that  historical  materialism  and  the 
theory  of  scientific  socialism  only  clarify  and  guide  the  social  struggle.  The 
victory  of  socialist  revolution  and  construction  requires  social  action,  the 
revolutionary  struggle  to  do  away  with  the  old  order  and  to  build  the  new  one, 
and  the  actual  collective  and  individual  effort  to  carry  out  the  party's  program, 
its  general  political  policy,  and  its  decisions  and  measwes  in  all  areas.  It 
is  true  that  the  masses  become  a  reforming  social  force  if  they  become  conscious 
of  their  social,  class  and  national  interests,  but  it  is  equally  tnie  that  their 
reforming  power  can  be  exercised  only  throu^  organized  action  directed  toward 
the  same  purposes,  inspired  by  the  paidiy  programs,  and  strengthened  by  the  par¬ 
ty's  organizing  activity.  Without  organization  social  action  is  haphazard,  in¬ 
effective  and  improvident,  whereas  organization  and  uniform  coordination  of  the 
forces,  their  concentration  in  piloid. ty  areas  vital  to  social  progress,  their 
appropriate  distribution,  and  their  training  to  carry  out  the  given  objectives 
are  objective  requirements  to  bring  about  social  progress.  Hence  organization 
is  one  of  the  most  important  functions  of  the  party  as  the  vital  center  of  soci¬ 
ety  and  the  nation. 

Social  experience  refutes  the  opinions  sometimes  published  in  foreign  social- 
political  literature  that  confine  the  working  class  party's  role  to  the  ideologi¬ 
cal  function  and  theoretical  definition  of  the  methods  of  socialist  revolution 
and  construction,  leaving  society  to  develop  automatically  by  virtue  of  its  ob¬ 
jective  laws,  ^diich  is  also  attested  by  the  irrationality  of  the  conceptions 
that  reduce  the  party's  role  to  the  organizational  function,  manking  it  a  mere 
instrument  of  power  or  mechanism  of  governmental  or  ultimately  administrative 
action.  On  the  contrary,  the  strength  of  the  party  and  consequently  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  lies  in  the  uniform  combination  of  conceptual  with  organizaidLonal  work  and 
in  performance  of  the  ideological  function  in  complete  dialectical  unity  with  the 
organizational  function. 

We  have  long-standing  revolutionary  traditions  in  Romania.  The  party  has  acquir¬ 
ed  a  wealth  of  ideological,  organizational  and  manageidal  eijqpeidence  throughout 
its  long  history.  That  experience  has  become  a  national  possession  of  the  same 
national  importance  as  the  technical-material  base  created  in  those  years,  the 
personnel  we  have,  and  the  organizational  structures  that  e3dst  today  in  Romanian 
society.  It  may  be  said  that  at  the  present  developmental  level  of  Romanian  so¬ 
ciety  use  of  the  treasury  of  experience  acquired  by  the  party,  state,  mass  and 
public  organizations  and  the  nation  as  a  liiole  is  one  of  the  main  motive  forces 
of  social  progress.  It  means  synthesizing  all  that  is  effective  and  lasting  in 
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organization  and  management  operations,  purging  the  acquired  experience  of  all 
that  is  ephemeral  and  outmoded,  firmly  weeding  out  idiat  has  proved  backward  an 
interferes  with  progress,  and  initiating  new  measures  that  will  re^yate  mnap- 
ment  and  test  more  efficient  methods  of  organization  and  management  in  order  to 
generalize  what  proves  viable  and  progressive. 

The  New  Stage  and  New  Standards  of  Organization  and  Management 

A  nuniber  of  acquisitions  from  the  preceding  years  lend  a  new  quality  to  the  CPR 
today,  guaranteeing  the  pronounced  advance  of  its  organizational  function 
throughout  society,  and  its  numerical  and  qualitative  development  in  the  course 
of  socialist  revolution  and  construction  is  by  far  the  most  notewrttiy  among 
them.  The  CPR  now  numbers  over  3.3  million  members  enrolled  in  primary 

organizations  in  all  social  activities,  acting  as  vital  centers  for  the  entire 
people's  unification  in  iiqplementing  the  party's  program  and  political  policy. 
Second  most  iirportant  is  the  formation  of  a  large  corps  of  party  activists  nu^ 
bering  over  ^80,000  communists  as  true  progressive  forces  organizing  and  mobili¬ 
zing  the  communists  and  the  masses  for  practical  revolutionary  work.  In  t^ 
third  place,  cadres  and  detachments  of  communist  activists  were  lormeaK-  in 

the  years  since  the  Ninth  Congress,  stalwarts  who  acquired  a  political-ideologi¬ 
cal  and  professional  awareness  in  keeping  with  the  social  f  .. 

communist  managerial  approach  and  habits.  It  may  be  quite  rightly  said  that  the 
talented  cadres  formed  by  the  party  are  socialist  Romania's  gold  reserve  and  one 
of  the  major  gains  of  socialist  Romanian  society.  And  in  the  fourth  place,  new 
social,  organizational  and  administrative  structures  have  been  formed,  the  peo¬ 
ple's  political-ideological,  professional  and  intellectual  makeup  has  been  trans¬ 
formed,  and  the  whole  nation  has  been  permanently  united  around  and  under  the^ 
leadership  of  the  CPR  and  Nicolae  Ceausescu,  party  secretary  general  and  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Romania.  This  unity  has  truly  become  a  motive  force  of  society  and  the 
guarantee  of  the  advance  toward  communism  and  of  the  nation's  sovereignty  and 
independence. 

Some  particularly  important  objectives  and  principles  are  to  be  noted  in  the 
areas  of  social-political  and  organizational  experience  and  social  management; 
(a)  the  presence  of  the  party  organizations  in  all  social  activities  and  in  all 
socialist  units;  (b)  the  combination  of  democratic  centralism  with  a  broad 
ternal  party  democracy  in  uniform  social  management;  (c)  proper  distribution  of 
the  forces  to  cover  all  tasks  and  activities;  (d)  the  combination  of  collective 
management  with  personal  responsibility  at  work;  (e)  knowledge  and  application 
of  the  party's  decisions,  the  national  laws,  and  Nicolae  Ceausescu's  fractions; 
(f )  formation  of  the  necessary  cadres  and  their  proper  specialized  and  political- 
ideological  training;  (g)  exercise  of  party  control  and  f  ®  ^ 

progress  of  all  activities;  and  (h)  detection  and  elimination  of  ^e  defects  and 
contradictions  that  aris?,  providing  for  rapid  progress,  ^tod  it  is  only  Jy 
ryday  political  work  and  by  organizational  and  administrative  efforts  that  so^- 
al  events  can  be  well  known,  their  objective  course  understood,  ^d  the  defects 
eliminated.  Hence  also  the  importance  of  Nicolae  Ceausescu's  advice;  There¬ 
fore  we  must  study  social  development  thoroughly,  understand  the  objective  laws, 
note  the  contradictions  promptly  and  take  organized,  purposeful  action  to  re- 
solve  them,  thus  laying  the  foundation  for  Romania's  process."  Those  are  mjor 
requirements  for  social  management  by  the  party  and  standards  of  ^® 
nary  spirit  characteristic  of  the  communists,  a  revolutionary  spi  s 


*In  all  fields. 
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becoming  one  of  the  most  active  forces  for  social  progress  in  the  present  stage 
of  Romania's  development. 

Analized  from  the  stan<^oint  of  society's  objective  progress  toward  communism, 
Nicolae  Ceausescu's  conception  of  the  new  man  and  the  revolutionary  reform  of 
his  way  of  thought,  social  action  and  behavior  is  a  conponent  part  of  the  broa¬ 
der,  general  concept  of  the  fully  developed  socialist  society  and  the  ways  of 
building  it.  For  if  the  new  order  is  regarded  and  achieved  as  a  social  organism 
wherein  an  components  are  harmoniously  developed  so  that  the  integrity  and  pro¬ 
per  operation  of  the  entire  social  system  is  secured,  then  the  purpose  of  this 
development  can  only  be  a  humanistic  and  humanistic-revolutionary  one,  namely 
adiievement  of  a  new  quality  of  social  existence  and  consequently  creation  of 
an  the  necessary  conditions  for  full  development  of  the  human  personality.  In 
the  light  of  this  interpretation  of  Romanian  society's  ultimate  aims,  we  see 
even  more  clearly  the  social  significance  of  the  party  secretary  general's  ent- 
phasis  upon  the  problem  of  foimiing  the  new  man  as  one  of  the  pennanent  current 
and  long-range  tasks  of  the  CPR  and  Romanian  socialist  society.  The  political- 
ideological,  moral  and  intellectual  molding  of  the  individual  according  to  the 
fundamental  precepts  of  scientific  socialism  about  work  and  life  stems  from  the 
party's  very  conception  of  the  role  of  the  masses  and  the  people  as  creators  of 
history.  Nothing  can  be  accomplished  without  purposeful  human  action.  Nothing 
comes  from  outside  of  society,  and  the  best  programs  can  only  be  archival  docu¬ 
ments  unless  the  masses  take  an  active  part  in  their  implementation. 

There  is  no  question  that  the  masses'  active  participation  in  the  labor  and 
struggle  to  build  the  new  order  has  an  unequaled  transforming  effect.  The  new 
revolutionaiy  consciousness,  the  new  attitude  toward  work  and  social  relations, 
a  new  conception  of  society,  and  the  new  characteristics  of  socialist  patriotism 
and  hvimanism  were  formed  in  the  effort  to  rebuild  "ttie  country  suffering  from 
Hitlerite  domijiation  and  in  the  huge  task  of  national  economic  and  cultural  con¬ 
struction  upon  socialist  foundations.  The  need  of  a  constant  ideological  and 
political-educational  effort  to  make  the  masses  aware  of  their  social  mission 
an^  social  behavior  also  became  evident  as  a  sine  qua  non  for  progress.  The 
progress  made  in  building  the  new  order 'incorporates  both  the  workers'  construc¬ 
tive  efforts  and  patriotic  enthusiasm  and  the  party's  mass  political-educational 
and  organizational  work  and  its  effort  to  correctly  determine  the  basic  aims  of 
building  fully  developed  socialism,  VJhat  Nicolae  Ceausescu  means  is  the  diligent 
effort  to  combine  the  effect  of  the  objective  factors  of  social  development  with 
educational  work  on  many  and  broad  levels  in  order  to  f onn  the  man^  of  Romanian 
society  in  keeping  with  the  period  in  which  he  lives.  It  is  a  period  of  radical 
and  revolutionary  social  reforms,  unprecedented  economic  and  technical  progress, 
great  scientific  discoveries,  and  an  uiparalleled  cultural  advance,  a  peiiod  that 
requires  clear  conprehension  of  the  objective  course  of  society,  unlimited  know¬ 
ledge  of  idealist  dogmas  and  ideas,  and  mastery  of  all  that  is  more  worthy  that 
social  and  human  thought  and  esqperience  have  been  accumulati^.  The  party  sec¬ 
retary  general  has  established  a  general  integrating  conception  of  man  that  in¬ 
cludes  the  following  requirements  and  courses  of  action:  (a)  political-ideolo^- 
cal  training  and  mastery  of  the  revolutionary  dialectical-materialist  conception 
of  the  world  and  society  and  of  scientific  socialism;  (b)  professional  technical 
training  and  thorough  mastery  of  the  profession;  (c)  broadening  of  the  scienti-^ 
fic  horizon  and  mastery  of  all  that  is  more  valxiable  that  is  achieved  by  contem- 
poraiy  science,  technology  and  human  thou^t;  (d)  broadening  of  the  cultural 
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horizon  and  assimilation  of  the  national  and  universal  cultural  ^^luesj  and  (e) 
moral  uplift  and  living  by  the  principles  of  socialist  ethics  ^d 
combine  the  Romanian  people's  perennial  virtues  of  fgl 

triotism,  mutual  aid  etc.  in  an  original  s^^esis 

society,  namely  the  revolutio.  ary  spirit,  intolerance  of  defects,  tte  spirit  o 
criticism  and  self-criticism,  and  united  action  to  carry  out  the  party  policy. 

Experience  tells  us  that  political-educational  and  ideological  work  is 
S  party's  leadership  in  society  and  to  the  task  of  for^ng  socialist  awareness 
and  the  new  man,  especially  since  revolutionary  socialist  awareness  ^f’^ds  to  lag 
behind  and  society  is  undergoing  a  rapid  succession  of  events  ^d  talang  a  ^si  g 
course  inconceivable  in  the  past  that  requires  constant 
on  and  unremitting  political-ideological  effort.  Neglect 

ological  activity  entails  the  risk  of  loss  of  perspective  and  lapsing  i^to  a  nar¬ 
row  pragmatism  with  no  clear  social  perspective  with  defiri^ 

contrary  theoretical  investigation  pennits  theoretical  substantiation  of  the  task 
of  socialist  construction  and  clarifies  social  activity,  lending  it  perspective 
and  permitting  better  application  of  the  nation's  constructive  . 

matters  in  this  light,  we  think  the  conclusion  is  very  clear  that  the  ideological 
function  is  one  of  the  Communist  Party's  most  iir^ortant  functions  as  a  lea^ng 
political  force  in  society.  Nicolae  Ceausescu  said  that  the  progressive  ideas 
emanate  frm  the  party  as  the  vital  revolutionary  center  of  society,  it  is  the 
bright  torch  that  illuminates  the  people's  struggle  for  the  better,  and  it  keeps 
the  country  ever  young  by  its  your^  ideas  and  by  all  that  it  plans,  organizes 
and  completes. 

The  period  inaugurated  by  the  Ninth  Party  Congress  brought  out  once  again  the 
objective  necessity  of  this  function,  and  the  measures  initiated  and  promoted  by 
ie.colae  Ceausescu  to  eradicate  forms  of  dogmatism  and  isolation,  to  release  ini¬ 
tiative  and  encourage  creativeness,  and  to  promote  wide  receptiveness  to  the  re¬ 
alities  of  life  lent  substance  to  ideological  work  and  led  to  enrichment  of  so¬ 
cial-political  thought  with  new  and  significant  theoretical  principles. 

A  visionary  of  great  revolutionary  courage,  Nicolae  Ceausescu  in  his  theoretical 
works  and  in  his  practical  programs  and  measures  presents  the  basic  aims  of  Ro¬ 
mania's  development  to  the  people  and  the  world  in  a  broad  historic^  perspec¬ 
tive.  as  well  as  the  ways  and  means  of  achieving  them,  emphasizing  the  increas- 
in^y  important  role  of  the  party,  state  and  political,  orgardzatioml,  ideologi¬ 
cal  and  educational  work  in  performing  the  nation's  great  tasks  in  this  histori¬ 
cal  period.  Through  the  wealth  of  theoretical  and  practical  su^ects  tMt  they 
take  up,  the  secretary  general's  works  clarify  the  CPR's  ideological  and  politi¬ 
cal-educational  activity  and  lend  substance  to  the  task  of  forming  the  new  man. 

Vlith  Nicolae  Ceausescu' s  encouragement  and  telling  contribution  in  theoretic^^ 
synthesizing  and  generalizing  the  characteristic  processes  of  Romarian  society  s 
development  and  of  human  evolution  in  the  present  period  and  in  ^ding  ideol^ 
gical  ^d  cultural  activity,  in  the  years  since  the  Ninth  Party  Congress  the  (TR 
has  made  a  vast  in-depth  study  of  the  complex  problems  of  the  new  developmentel 
stage  of  socialist  construction  in  Romania  and  of  the  essential  processes  and 
hi^y  contradictory  trends  appearing  in  the  world  of  to^y.  ^e  theoreti^ 
ideas^and  original  views  developed  in  this  period  (especially  those  conce^ng 
the  continuous  revolutionary  process  of  building  the  new  order,  the  party's 
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political  leadership  in  society,  the  social  role  of  the  working  class,  Romaidan 
society’s  economic-financial  mechanism,  the  system  of  workers  self-management, 
economic  self-administration  and  self-supply,  the  system  of  workers  revolutiona¬ 
ry  democracy,  the  social  contradictions  in  the  socialist  system,  the  roles  of 
the  nation,  national  minorities,  sovereignty  and  independence,  the  principles  of 
international  collaboration  and  peace  and  of  establishment  of  the  new  world  eco¬ 
nomic  order,  et  al.)  have  enriched  the  CPR’s  ideological  treasu^,  broadened  the 
communists’  and  workers’  political  and  theoretical  horizons,  and  enhanced  the 
CPR*s  contribution  to  the  development  of  the  ideology  of  scientific  socialism# 


I  consider  it  noteworthy  in  this  connection  that  the  rich  theoretical  and  ideolo¬ 
gical  activity  of  the  GPR  and  its  secretary  general  is  of  particular  internatio¬ 
nal  significance  by  virtue  of  its  exanple  and  its  results.  As  we  know,  despite 
•Uie  bourgeois  political  scientists’  assertions  about  an  alleged  process  of  dis- 
ideologicizing  social  existence,  the  role  of  ideology  and  revolutionazy  toeory 
is  increasing  more  and  more  in  the  conteii5)orary  world.  The  complexity  of  the 
world  revolutionary  process,  the  great  diversity  of  socialist  construction  and 
of  social  construction  in  the  countries  freed  of  colonial  rule,  and  the  social 
conflicts  in  the  capitalist  covintries  are  making  theoretical  analysis  and  de¬ 
velopment  of  new  conceptual  principles  to  clarify  the  struggle  for  progress  more 
necessaiy  than  ever  before*  And  as  we  also  know^  marQT  nihilist  theories  have 
appeared  in  the  capitalist  world  in  the  postwar  period  that  underrate  the  roles 
of  the  nation,  of  the  fatherland  and  patriotism,  and  of  national  sovereignty, 
deny  or  minimize  human  progress,  and  encoui^ge  neofascLsm  and  the  ri^tist  poli— 
of  force.  Disorientations  among  the  youth  of  the  western  world  and  the  phe¬ 
nomenon  of  human  misdirection  have  been  accentuated  by  bourgeois  ideological  de¬ 
terioration.  Now  more  than  ever,  all  of  this  requires  study  of  the  world  revo- 
lutionaiy  process,  the  changes  and  new  trends  in  the  progressive,  revolutiorary 
communist  and  workers  movement,  and  the  problems  of  world  economic  and  social 
progress.  To  be  sure  international  theoretical  discussions  and  meetings  are 
held,  but  they  are  often  intended  as  occasions  to  authenticate  unilaterally  the 
value  of  some  experiment  in  socialist  construction  or  to  criticize  or  reject 
another  experiment.  Intolerant  stands  on  other  views  are  often  taken,  and  there 
is  a  lack  of  receptiveness  to  new  ideas  as  well  as  attempts  to  perpetuate  outmo¬ 
ded,  dogmatic  or  sectarian  ideas.  The  progress  of  revolutionaiy  ideology  and  of 
dialectical-materialist  thought  undoubtedly  requires  rejection  of  such  anadiro- 
nisms  and  intensification  of  the  dialogue  in  the  communist  and  workers  movement 
and  of  constructive  dialogue  with  democratic  and  constructive  ideas  throughout 
the  world.  That  is  just  what  the  party  secretary  general  requires  and  what  the 
CPR  has  been  doing  for  many  years,  by  combining  the  effort  toward  development  of 
internal  theoretical  work  and  toward  ideological  training  of  communists  and  the 
masses  with  constant  participation  in  the  dialogue  of  ideas  in  the  com^nist 
movement  and  the  contemporary  world,  in  the  spirit  of  its  internationalist  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  destinies  of  society,  of  peace,  and  of  man. 
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ROLE  OF  SOCULIST  LEGALITY  IN  CONTMPORARY  LIFE 

Budiarest  ERA  SOCIALISTA  in  Romanian  No  17,  10  Sep  83  pp  9-11 


/Article  by  Kicolae  Popovici,  prosecutor  general;  "Socialist  Legality  in  the 
Access  of  Building  the  New  OrderV 

/TextT  Nicolae  Ceausescu  said,  "The  measures  adopted  for  thorou^  study  and 
iasfixy  of  all  decisions  and  laws  of  the  land  on  the  part  of  all  ]^rty  and  state 
organs,  from  top  to  bottom,  must  be  firmly  enforced.  No  one  may  disregard  or 
violate  the  decisions  and  laws  of  the  land  for  any  reason." 

The  CPR  feels  that  the  revolutionary  process  of  building  the  new  order  and  the 
enhancement  of  workers*  democracy  are  closely  related  to  the  f option  Md 
strict  observance  of  a  suitable  body  of  regulations  governing  the  relations  in 
society  and  those  between  citizens  and  the  state.  From  the  first  stages  of  the 
struggle  to  gain  power  and  of  consolidation  of  the  victories  won  against  the  re¬ 
actionary  political  forces,  the  party  has  been  concerned  with  creating  and  de¬ 
veloping  a  revolutionary  workers  democracy  that  will  provide  for  the  masses 
participation  in  social  management.  Accordingly  the  demolition  of  the  bourgeois 
state  system  and  the  repeal  of  the  old  legislation,  which  were  opposed  to  the 
working  class  and  Communist  Party,  were  major  political  objectives  in  full 
ment  with  the  nation’s  vital  interests  and  its  requirements  for  progress.  The 
measures  are  well  known  that  were  taken  in  this  direction,  as  well  as  the  organi¬ 
zational  stinicture  that  was  gradually  created  in  order  to  give  the  workers 
cess  for  the  first  time  in  history  to  direct  and  actual  management  of  all  activi¬ 
ties  and  for  the  exercise  of  power  by  the  people  and  for  the  people. 


After  the  working  class  gained  political  power  in  alliace  with  the  peasantry  ^ 
all  workers,  the  revolution  and  socialist  construction  were  inseparable  from  the 
formation  of  a  new  state  system,  the  institution  of  a  new  legal  order,  and  the 
enactment  and  finii  enforcement  of  a  new  kind  of  legality,  a  people  s  democratic 
legality,  throughout  society  as  a  whole. 

The  essence  of  the  new  legality  lay  in  its  expression  of  the  in^rests  and 
of  the  masses,  since  the  workers  had  a  particular  role  to  play  in  ^afttng  and 
enforcing  the  new  revolutionary  legislation  and  in  social 

nagement  on  a  new  basis.  The  CPR  emphasized  the  regulatory  function  of  the  law 
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and  its  role  in  regulating  social  and  production  relations  in  keeping  with  the 
social  innovations  and  the  will  of  the  working  class  and  the  masses. 

New  and  profoundly  revolutionary  regulatory  enactments  were  gradually  drafted 
whereby  the  people  consolidated  their  gains  in  accordance  with  their  economic 
and  social-political  objectives. 

As  they  progressed  through  the  stages  of  construction  of  the  new  order^  the  func¬ 
tions  of  socialist  law  became  more  and  more  closely  involved  with  the  functions 
of  the  state,  and  the  role  of  the  new  legal  system  was  esqpanded  to  reflect  the 
economic  and  social-political  changes  in  the  nation. 

In  the  first  years  of  exercise  of  the  new  political  power  there  was  a  wrong  at¬ 
titude  to  the  effect  that  in  the  revolutionary  process  dictatorship  of  the  pro¬ 
letariat  was  above  the  law,  and  any  measures  were  justified  in  the  name  of  the 
power  of  the  working  class,  sometimes  to  the  point  of  disregarding  the  laws  and 
even  to  abuses.  Actually,  the  political  power  of  the  working  class  and  the 
workers  could  be  strengthened  and  developed  only  by  strict  observance  of  the 
laws  in  an  authentic  climate  of  legality  wherein  the  increasingly  coitf)lex  tasks 
of  socialist  construction,  satisfaction  of  the  citizens’  material  and  cultural 
needs,  and  development  of  the  human  personality  are  possible. 

Not  even  in  the  period  right  after  the  working  class  seized  political  power  was 
there  ary  “legislative  vacuum.”  The  nation's  social-political  and  economic  ac¬ 
tivity  was  conducted  legally,  and  the  civil  rights  and  freedoms  were  protected 
by  the  Constitution  and  laws.  Under  those  circumstances  illegalities  and  abrises 
were  no  due  to  lack  of  legal  standards  but  to  violation  of  them. 

In  the  light  of  the  innovating  gtiidelines  of  the  Ninth  Party  Congress,  the  CPR 
took  firm  action  to  enhance  socialist  democracy,  to  eliminate  ary  violations  of 
legality,  and  to  base  social  organization  on  the  principles  of  socialist  ethics 
and  justice.  The  state's  role  in  socioeconomic  management  was  enhanced  by  a  le¬ 
gislative  policy  of  drafting  and  strictly  enforcing  legal  standards  that  would 
express  the  entire  Romanian  people's  vital  interests  and  would  most  accurately 
reflect  and  foster  the  social  reforms. 

It  is  to  Party  Secretary  General  Nicolae  Ceausescu's  historic  credit  that  he  de¬ 
veloped  and  based  all  organization  and  management  of  Romanian  society  on  the  re¬ 
volutionary  idea  that  the  constant  advancement  and  consolidation  of  socialist 
legality  are  objective  requirements  in  the  process  of  building  the  new  order  and 
essential  considerations  upon  which  the  very  success  of  socialist  construction 
in  Romania  depends.  While  brilliantly  substantiating  the  principle  of  streng¬ 
thening  socialist  legality  as  a  major  requirement  for  further  e:qpansion  of  Roma¬ 
nian  democracy,  the  party  secretary  general  pointed  out  that  no  one  has  the 
right  to  take  advantage  of  his  f\mctions  in  order  to  violate  or  disregard  the 
laws  of  the  land,  which  axe  binding  upon  all  citizens  and  all  state  organs. 

Development  of  socialist  democracy  requires  observance  of  the  legal  standards 
because  the  laws  are  drafted  with  the  people's  extensive  participation  and  repre¬ 
sent  their  will.  This  creates  the  best  conditions  for  strengthening  legality  as 
an  ejqjression  of  a  purposeful  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  citizens.  As  socialist 
democracy  is  enhanced  and  the  level  of  civic  awareness  rises,  observance  of  the 
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legal  standards  is  a  restat  of  the  citizens’  conviction  that  there  is  a  complete 
coordination  between  the  general  interests  expressed  by  the  laws  and  their  om 
interests.  Moreover  socialist  legislation  provides  the  legal  framework  for  the 
efficient  operation  of  the  socialist  democratic  system. 

In  this  way  Romanian  society  harmonizes  order,  discipline  and  socialist  leg^ity 
/  with  true  freedom  and  democracy  in  accordance  with  the  party’s  view  of  the  dia¬ 
lectical  relationship  between  democracy  and  legality. 

In  connection  with  the  great  changes  in  the  period  of  socialist  constraction,  the 
Ninth  Party  Congress  marked  the  beginning  of  a  radically  innovating  stage  in  the 
development  of  the  regulatory  system  as  well  by  implementing  the  party  secreta^ 
general’s  revolutionary  idea  of  the  place  and  role  of  law  in  the  improvement  of 
social  relations.  The  legislative  activity  of  the  last  18  years  bears 
party’s  creative  spirit  and  its  ability  to  understand  the  requirements  of  the 
new  in  the  field  of  law.  Laws  and  other  regulatory  enactments  with  a  new  content 
have  been-  assessed  which  have  enriched  the ’national  legal  heritage  by  advancing 
the  spirit  of  justice  dnd  equity  and  the  revolutionary  spirit,  contributing  to 
the  construction  of  a  legal  system  in  keeping  with  the  stage  of  building  the  lul- 
ly  developed  socialist  society  and  of  Romania’s  advance  toward  communism. 

Pursuant  to  the  decisions  and  guidelines  of  the  12th  Party  Congress  and  the  par¬ 
ty  secretaiy  general’s  directions,  the  legislation  was  furiher  improved  to  en¬ 
sure  the  efficiency  of  economic  and  social  activity,  the  activity  of  the  state 
and  its  organs,  and  that  of  the  bodies  for  workers  self-management  and  self¬ 
administration,  to  permanently  introduce  the  new  economic-financial  mechanism, 
and  to  enhance  economic  effectiveness  in  all  activities. 

The  legal  regulations  accordingly  acquired  new  dimensions  both  in  their  reg^a- 
tory  content  and  in  their  coverage  of  the  increasingly  complex  and  constently 
improving  socioeconomic  relations,  since  all  aspects  of  economic  acti^ty  and 
relations  between  citizens  and  the  state  became  subject  to  law.  In  this  way 
socialist  property  and  the  other  basic  values  of  Romanian  society  are  more  ef¬ 
fectively  protected  and  every  worker’s  threefold  capacity  as  owner,  producer  ^d 
beneficiary  has  been  consolidated  in  the  interest  of  the  citizens  and  the  entire 

people. 

The  essence  of  this  legislation  lies  in  the  broad  democratism  of  the  laws  and 
decisions,  which  require  every  citizen  to  observe  them  more  responsibly  and  to 
militate  in  a  revolutionary  spirit  to  secure  a  climate  of  perfect  order  and  dis¬ 
cipline. 

In  accordance  with  the  program  for  building  the  fully  developed  socialist  socie- 
ty  and  for  Romanians  advance  toward  communism,  it  is  vital  in  the  present 
of  the  nation’s  development  to  keep  raising  the  level  of  legal  awareness  so  that 
all  citizens  will  observe  the  laws  as  a  freely  accepted  habit  in  mi  accord 
with  their  status  as  owners,  producers  and  beneficiaries  of  the  national  wealth. 

But  negative  manifestations  in  conflict  with  these  requirements  still  ^pear  in 
society,  in  the  form  of  thefts  of  public  property,  acts  of  social  para^tism  and 
profiteering,  violations  of  order  and  discipline  in  units,  etc.  Therefore  in 
order  to  eradicate  such  manifestations  it  is  necessary  to  develop  legal 
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aijareness,  which  has  an  increasingly  inportant  part  to  play  in  preventing  legal 
violations  and  in  forming  an  aggressive  collective  attitude  and  strong  puolic 
opinion  against  violators  of  the  legal  standards* 


The  GPR  considers  consolidation  of  democracy  inconpatihle  with  violation  of  ^e 
laws.  Nicolae  Ceausescu  says,  “Revolutionary  democracy  and  the  workers  revoluti¬ 
onary  democratic  state  require  perfect  discipline  and  order.  Socialism  cannot  be 
achieved  by  disregard  and  violation  of  the  laws  and  anarchyl” 

The  laws  and  decisions  approved  by  the  Grand  National  Assembly  as  the  highest  or¬ 
gan  of  state  power  reflect  the  workers’  will  and  vital  interests.  They  are  ap¬ 
proved  with  their  participation  and  form  an  effective  body  of  laws  that  fosters 
economic  and  social  progress  and  the  unrestricted  fulfillment  of  the  masses’  cre¬ 
ative  capacity  and  every  worker’s  initiative. 


Romanian  society  has  good  laws  and  decisions  and  clear  operational  programs  de¬ 
veloped  democratically  on  the  party’s  initiative  and  under  its  leadership.  We 
have  a  correct  general  polity  for  all  activities,  as  the  party  secretary  general 
said  in  pointing  out  that  the  organizational,  political  and  educational  measures 
to  implement  it  are  now  decisive. 


It  is  accordin^y  necessary  to  undertake  the  best  organizational  and  political- 
educational  measures  to  ensure  enforcement  of  the  laws  and  decisions  to  the  let¬ 
ter. 

But  we  find  that  some  regulatoiy  enactments  are  disregarded  or  violated  in  bad 
faith  at  times,  su<di  as  those  for  exanple  on  economic-financial  activity, 
ter  effectiveness  of  productive  capital  and  investments,  institution  of  a  strict 
regime  of  economy  and  finm  financial  discipline,  etc.,  which  regulate  production 
of  material  goods,  working  relationships,  and  protection  and  proper  management 
of  public  property. 

There  are  still  responsible  elements  in  centrals,  enterprises  and  administrative 
collectives  in  various  economic  units  who  are  not  always  exacting  enou^  in  pur¬ 
suit  of  lower  production  outlays,  most  productive  use  of  equipment,  and  ol^ser- 
vance  of  consTinption  norms,  those  for  product  quality,  and  the  indicators  of  fi¬ 
nancial-economic  effectiveness,  althou^  all  those  activities  are  specified  in 
regulatory  enactments  and  are  consequently  clear  obligations  arising  from  the 
legal  provisions. 

The  property  of  the  entire  people  is  one  of  the  major  values  protected  by  ^e 
socialist  state,  and  its  management,  development  and  protection  are  regulated  by 
laws  that  include  provisions  binding  upon  all  working  personnel.  Deviations 
from  those  provisions  regardless  of  their  nature,  whether  felonies,  misd^eanors, 
administrative,  or  economic-financial,  are  violations  of  socialist  legality. 

Some  still  persist  in  the  idea  that  violation  of  socialist  legality  is  confined 
to  the  provisions  ^hose  violation  is  punishable  as  a  felony  or  misdemeanor. 

That  idea  is  harmful  because  violations  of  economic-financial  provisions  are  not 
subject  to  criminal  law  but  they  can  cause  serious  difficulties  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  process  and  in  the  operation  of  the  new  economic-financial  mechanism,  and 
they  have  bad  effects  upon  implementation  of  the  production  plans  and 
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conseanently  upon  the  growth  of  the  national  wealth  that  is  produced  Jhe 
workers’  efforts.  The  session  of  the  Political  Executive  Co^ttee  of  ® 
Sntrll  Co^tl;  in  April  1983  severely  criticised  the 

raw  materials  and  materials  without  allotments,  disregarding  ma^acturing  plans, 
violating  the  consumption  norms  for  raw  materials,  materi^s 
ducing  manufacture  of  varieties  without  approval,  delivering  jinachine  parts  of 
unsuitably  quality,  and  forming  stockpiles  of  products  sales.  These  dif- 

ficulties^were  considered  to  be  to  a  great  extent  due  to  faulty  , 

guidance  and  control  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  who  were  supposed  ^  provide 
for  efficient  production  and  to  see  that  the  legal  sten^rds  were  app^ed  an 
strictly  observed.  The  party  leadership  has  required  all  these  defects  to  e 
permanently  eliminated  frcxn  economic  activity. 

Economic  democracy  and  workers  self -management  prohibit  violation  of 
standards  and  require  further  devd-opment  of  every  citizen’s  sense  of  responsibi¬ 
lity  as  well  as  strengthened  social  order  and  discipline.  They  are  inc^atme 
with  manifestations  of  disorder  and  anarchy  and  an  irresponsible  attitude  toward 
the  vital  interests  of  society  and  of  the  entire  Romanian  people. 

As  the  working  conference  on  organizational  and  political-educational  P^o^le^ 

determined,  even  better  results  could  have  been  obtained  in 

out  the  provisions  of  the  plan  for  socioeconomic  devel^ment  J  ? 

in  the  first  two  years  of  the  current  five-year  plan  if  the  effort  had  been 

made  on  every  job  in  all  firmness  and  with  a  greater  sense  of  respo^ibilxty  to 

carry  out  the  programs  and  decisions  with  strict  observance  of  the  laws,  order 

and  discipline  in  all  activities.  Disregarding  the  legal  provisions,  resorting 

to  excuses  of  every  kind  for  nonfulfillment  of  the  plan  aM  the  assumed 

a  weakened  sense  of  responsibility,  and  being  con^nt  to  take 

fontial  reports  to  cite  all  kinds  of  ’’difficulties”  that  prevented  fulfillm^t  of 

the  tasks^conflict  with  the  freely  accepted  discipline  of  the  Romanian  worldng 

class  and  the  revolutionary  spirit  that  should  characterize  the  man  of  Romanian 

society. 

Strengthened  legality  also  has  a  highly  iiti>ortant  part  to  play  in  the  act  of  ma¬ 
nagement.  The  party's  measures  to  improve  scientific  social  organization  and 
raamgement,  to  promote  the  collective  forms  of  management,  to  ®"^^®  ^®”  , 
revolutionary  democracy,  and  to  develop  self-management  have  strengthened  the  in¬ 
herent  ties  between  the  political  and  legal  elements  in  management  of  the  social 
processes  with  strict  onservance  of  the  law. 

As  the  party  secretary  general  pointed  out  at  the  recent  working  conference  on 
organizational  and  political-educational  problems,  "-Good  mnag^nt  ^®G^^®®  ^ 
knowledge  and  very  consistent  application  of  the  party’s  decisions  and  ^e  laws 
of  the  land.”  In  this  profoundly  revolutionaiy  view,  application  and  observance 
of  the  party’s  decisions  and  the  laws  of  the  land  in  management  are  indispensar- 
ble  to  the  success  of  the  programs  for  socioeconomic  development. 

Strict  observance  of  the  legal  standards  for  exercise  of  control  in  all 

economic  activitities  is  also  of  major  importance  to  the 

ment,  and  there  are  also  some  defects  In  ttls  area.  For 

ways  sufficiently  understood  that  lightening  control  on  all  levels  ^d 

Ws  serres  to  strengthen  legality.  A  regular,  emaotlng  control  is  a  highly 
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effective  way  to  prevent  legal  violations  and  negligent  organization  and 
execution  of  production  and  economic  activity,  and  to  eliminate  any  defects. 


Some  units,  departments  or  central  institutions  as  well  as  collective  manag^en 
bodies  are  still  deficient  in  their  assimilation  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
laws  of  the  land  and  in  taking  the  particular  steps  needed  to  enforce  th^.  At 
times  the  laws  are  studied  superficially  and  not  properly  presented,  so  that 
their  importance  to  accurate  fulfillment  of  the  economic  units'  plan  tasks  is 
not  fully  \inderstood.  Legal  propaganda  and  explanation  of  the  laws  m^t  be 
based  xpon  the  requirements  of  every  work  place.  But  some  units  persist  in  the 
harmful  practice  of  neglecting  firm  and  specific  law  enforcement  measures  and  ^ 
incompletely  serving  the  purpose  of  the  legal  standards,  especially  the  economic- 
financial  ones,  which  directly  affect  the  results  of  productive  activity. 


In  the  CPR's  view,  idiidi  was  confirmed  at  the  recent  working  conference  on  orga¬ 
nizational  and  political-educational  problems,  the  operation  of  the  workers  de¬ 
mocratic  state  should  be  based  upon  the  strictest  discipline,  oi^er  and  sense  of 
responsibility  on  the  part  of  all  party  and  state  organs  and  organizations •  Ni— 
colae  Ceausescu  said,  "But  we  must  say  frankly  that  not  all  Romanian  party  and 
state  organs  study  the  laws  thoroughly,  to  say  nothing  of  understanding  and  tak¬ 
ing  firm  action  to  enforce  them."  That  is  why  the  party  secretary  general  ^ 
pointed  out  that  every  unit  must  make  the  effort  to  thorou^ly  and  systematical¬ 
ly  organize  the  best  implementation  of  the  laws  and  decisions  and  of  all  opera¬ 
tional  plans  and  programs. 

The  revolutionary  spirit  that  should  be  displayed  in  aiy  citizen's  activity  re¬ 
gardless  of  his  job  calls  for  a  progressive  political  attitude, manifested  in 
mastery  and  observance  of  the  legal  standards,  wherein  the  general  interests  of 
society  and  the  entire  people  are  placed  before  anything. 

In  this  revolutionary  view,  it  is  a  major  aim  of  political-educational  work  to 
intensify  indoctrination  for  the  purpose  of  generalizing  a  high  socialist  legal 
awareness  such  that  all  citizens'  strict  observance,  out  of  conviction,  of  the 
laws  and  decisions  and  of  order  and  discipline  in  socialist  society  will  become 
an  essential  way  of  advancing  every  worker's  freedom  and  dignity  within  the 
workers  revolutionary  democracy. 


Displaying  their  profound  loyalty  to  the  party's  entire  domestic  and  foreign  po¬ 
licy,  the  prosecutors  are  taking  firm  revolutionary  action  in  the  spirit  of 
the  important  principles  and  directions  in  Nicolae  Ceausescu 's  masterly  speech 
at  the  conference  on  organizational  and  political-educational  problems,  in 
staundi  defense  of  the  people's  revolutionary  gains,  the  nation's  independence 
and  sovereignty  and  the  social  and  state  order,  and  on  bdialf  of  a  climate  of 
order  and  discipline,  protection  and  devd.opment  of  public  property,  defense  of 
the  citizens'  legitimate  ri^ts  and  interests,  and  strict  observance  of  social¬ 
ist  legislation  and  the  principles  of  equity,  justice  and  humanism. 
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importance  of  worker  self-manacsment  system 

Bucharest  ERA  SOCIALISTA  in  Romanian  No  17,  10  Sep  83  pp  12-15 

/Article  by  Haralambie  Ene:  »»Self-mnagement  in  the  Romanian  Democratic  System^ 


/fext7  The  CPR  is  specially  emphasizing  development  of  socialist  democracy  and 
Intensified  worker  self -management  in  the  process  of  building  tl^  new  orter.  As 
Nicolae  Ceausescu  pointed  out  in  his  speech  at  the  Mangalia  WorMng  Corrference 
on  Problems  of  Organizational  and  Political-Educational  Work,  ’The  party  has  the 
great  responsibility  of  securing  the  efficient  operation  of  the  entire  sptm  of 
Romanian  workers  revolutionary  democracy*  From  the  state  organs  and  national 
congresses  and  bodies  to  the  workers  councils  and  general  assemblies,  ^ 
which  should  be  under  the  party' s  guidance,  the  hamonious  operation  of  all 
these  organs  of  workers  democracy  must  be  securedl" 


As  we  know  the  Plenum  of  the  CPR  Central  Committee  of  29-30  June  1983  un^mous- 
ly  approved  the  program  and  the  decision  on  firm  application  of  the  principles 
of  worker  self-management  and  self-administration,  improvement  of  the  economic- 
financial  mechanism  and  of  the  system  for  payment  for  work,  and  p^  r^ses 
five-year  plan.  As  Party  Secretary  General  Nicolae  Ceausescu  pointed  out,  "The 
approved  decisions  to  this  effect  are  intended  to  develop  worker  self-mamgement 
more  intensively  and  to  increase  the  responsibility  of  the  pneral  ^seitb^es 
and  workers  councils  as  collective  management  organs,  thereby  inpro^ng  the  le¬ 
gal  system  concerning  the  workers'  capacity  as  owners  of  a  part  of  the  entire 
people's  common  property*"  (1) 


The  CPR's  consistent  emphasis  upon  development  of  worker  self-mnagement  in  all 
socioeconomic  activity  has  profound  theoretical-ideological 
vations  and  reflects  the  necessities  imposed  by  the  nature  of  the  new  order, 
since  it  is  an  objective  requirement  of  the  dialectical  development  of  tlds  soci¬ 
ety  in  the  sense  of  enhancing  its  eff ectivene^  and  perfo^nce 
its  superiority  more  and  more  emphatically*  That  super^rity  is  partioaa  y 
emphasized  by  the  new  political,  economic,  social,  matertal  and  curtwal  conati¬ 
ons  under  which  the  workers  are  enabled  to  operate  and  by  the  capacity  of 
the  subsystems  to  fulfill  their  internal  potenUals*  Worker  J 

fleets  precisely  these  new  conditions  and  constitutes,  on  the  ftinctiona 
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as  the  objeetleely  neceeeary  form  required  by  the  couetruction  of  socialist 

society  in  the  Ught  of  the  transition  to  communism. 

The  principle  of 

iS^rifed  ?n  its  obSJctlSs.  Its 

tion’^'^o/coSse^if  c^t^ction  form  of  on^xnan 

tnanaffement  were  used  in  coordination  with  collective  forms,  and  later  on,  tdien 

:f"^e"p^?nc^  r/.^Sr1eSr»S“^l 

^^lrfS  rmScnr:“ap;u"ol 

31’S^sirlo  SS  «  SlX^SserU  the 

ecfual  basis,  so  that  in  ^  factor  for  social  creativeness  and  histo- 

riSl%rogresL*”TS  socialist  nature  of  ownership  involves  the  but^as 

“jir~ri"ftj;  rtheTos:s&"»hrsTf :d2^"  r««3 

S^e^rcSS?  r^Slerly  and  logically  developed  on  the  basis  of  socialist 
ownership* 

Development  of  the  revolutionary  awareness  of  the  working 

dtv  to  understand  the  laws  of  social  development  more  profoundly  and  i^rove 
S  its  pciltlcal,  professional,  scientific  and  bbl^al  t^ng  ^ 
factors  penidttlng  increasingly  emtenslTe  adsa^ement  of  IS^'^Jears 

*»Aif  Bianaeement.  Vfe  have  a  numerous  working  class,  formed  larg^y  1  ^ 

E^^ro^irac^^y'er^^^ 

Mi^ttait  irere  already  dercloped  also  constituted  an  effectire  educational  pro 
cess* 

A  no  less  important  factor  for  promotion  of  self-management 

and  to  oreati™  c!  history  ^  *5!,‘'^:rtS'^l?i=^ssTcoSS“’constructlon 

S" ssi 

speolflc  frameaork  for  applying  the  principles  of  the  future  stage 
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The  continued  expansion  of  socialist  deinocracgrj  very  graphically  reflected  by 
the  achievement  of  self -management,  proves  the  superiority  of  socialist  society 
over  the  other  kinds  of  societies  by  promoting  the  foiris  of  self-government  cy 
the  workers  themselves.  As  a  principle  of  scientific  management  of  socialist 
society^  worker  self-management  is  distinguished  primarily  by  its  content 
litical  principle  in  direct  rd.ation  to  the  basic  values  of  the  new  order  am  to 
the  prospective  advancement  of  the  workers'  interests.  Prom  this  stanc^oint  the 
application  of  the  particular  forms  that  inplement  the  worker  self-management 
principle  is  intended  to  enhance  the  working  class'  role  in  the  whole  prices  of 
social  management,  to  strengthen  the  role  of  the  Communist  Party  and  its  organi¬ 
zations  in  management  of  all  aspects  of  socioeconomic  activity,  to  further  deve¬ 
lop  workers  democracy  by  expanding  the  collective  character  of  management  in  ^1 
activities,  to  conpletely  fulfill  the  workers'  personalities  by  directly  involv¬ 
ing  them  not  only  as  producers  but  also  as  participants  in  socioeconomic  manage¬ 
ment,  to  release  all  the  creative  energies  of  the  masses  of  workers  as  a  basis 
for  greater  effectiveness,  and  to  heighten  the  workers'  sense  of  responsibility 
through  their  direct  participation  in  making  the  decisions  they  will  carry  out 
like  their  own  decisions. 

This  particular  content  of  self— management  demonstrates  its  primai*ily  political 
character,  with  profound  effects  upon  the  revolutionaiy  role  of  the  working  class 
and  its  party  and  upon  the  personalities  of  the  workers  as  future  builders  of 
communism.  The  self— management  principle  also  has  broad  ideological  and  educ^ 
tional  iit5)lications.  Moreover,  thanks  to  its  polyvalent  character,  this  princi¬ 
ple  is  also  a  factor  for  rationalizing  all  social  activity,  since  it  also  has  a 
pronounced  functional  character  particularly  apparent  in  the  socioeconomic  un^ 
its'  activity  because  of  the  economic-financial  mechanism  that  it  makes  operati¬ 
onal.  While  the  political  aspect  underscores  the  revolutionary,  class  character 
of  Romanian  social  development,  the  economic  aspect  entails  development  of  the 
ftmctional  character  of  all  socioeconomic  activity,  lays  the  foundations  of  a 
new  stage  of  effectiveness,  and  constitutes  an  important  step  toward  a  new  quali¬ 
ty  of  work  in  all  fields. 

As  the  CPR  points  out,  self-management  is  expected  to  meet  the  more  and  more 
acute  need  for  all  activity  to  be  conducted  on  the  level  of  socioeconomic  perfor¬ 
mances  devoid  of  any  manifestations  of  bureaucratic  inertia  and  for  the  oper^i- 
onal  level  of  all  ccmponent  subsystems  to  rise  and  thus  meed  the  needs  of  soci¬ 
ety  as  wen  as  possible.  This  requires  more  intensive  use  of  the  managed  sys¬ 
tems  internal  forces,  elimination  of  petty  supervision,  and  discovery  of  the  in- 
1^61*133.1  resourcss  of  the  sociooconomic  units  contributing  to  the  development  of 
their  own  creativeness  '  and  their  ability  to  solve  their  own  problems  independ¬ 
ently  and  to  meet  the  needs  and  functions  rapidly  that  are  generated  by  social 
development. 

And  so  in  the  present  stage,  when  the  number  and  complexity  of  the  systems  and 
subsystems  within  Romanian  socialist  society  have  increased,  and  when  the  diver¬ 
sification  and  volume  of  the  socioeconomic  activities  they  perform  are  greater 
than  ever,  the  problems  of  determining  functional  connections  and  e^andng  the 
order  and  flexibility  of  the  struct\ires  that  involve  these  necessari^  correla¬ 
ted  activities  are  the  subjects  of  increasingly  pronounced  practical  importance. 
In  fact,  the  need  to  act  functionally  and  to  meet  the  diversified  requirements 
of  society  efficiently  and  the  need  for  each  individual  workers  collective  to 
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perform  its  social  function  is  no  mere  theoretical  speculation  but  a  real  and 
acute  necessity  of  construction  of  the  fully  developed  socialist  society. 

The  CPR's  efforts  to  isplement  self -management  and  to  iirprove  the  performance 
IS  SfecUyiSI  of  Skgertal  acttaHy  1=  ooncantratad  »»  the 

ty  of  all  managed  systems  and  of  all  Romanian  society  to  achieve  a  cert^n  in¬ 
ternal  order  and  to  construct  certain  organizational  stwctures  more  suited  ^ 
the  present  requirements,  on  the  basis  of  which  they  ^11  operate 
sense  that  the  mechanism  of  social  organization  will  be  able  to 
ed  purpose  without  a  hevay  consumption  of  time,  resources  and  mateilal  effort. 

Tn  exoressinc  this  very  aim,  the  CPR  Program  stresses  the  fact  that  "adequate 

for  the  perfelt  operation  of  all  aoUtltiea"  are  a« 
of^the  most  important  directions  in  which  the  party  will  act  to  secure  a  scienti¬ 
fic  social  management.  (li) 

Of  course  the  einphasis  placed  by  the  theory  of  scientific  mamg^ent  of  sociaHst 
society  and  by  the  CPR  documents  upon  the  need  to  develop  the  functional 
of  socioeconomic  activity  and  the  need  for  every  socioeco^c  unit  to  perfom 
its  social  function  as  a  sine  qua  non  for  evaluating  its  effectiveness  ^y  Jo 
means  indicates  orientation  of  this  theoiy  toward  narrow  function^sm.  The  par¬ 
ty  proceeds  from  analysis  of  the  objective  social  requirements  whi^i*  in 
torical  and  dialectical-materialist  conception,  are  basic  t^the  existence  of  hu¬ 
man  society  in  the  sense  that  Marx  and  Engels  gave  them,  in  »Germn  Ideology^  of 
the  material  substantiation  of  the  existence  of  any  society.  Pointing  out  thrt 
•The  first  historical  act  is  ...  production  of  material  life  itself.  ^  de^n- 
strating  how  the  need  of  the  act  of  production  arises  and  the  Uhkage  of  men  s 
socioeconomic  activities  in  a  close  collective  functional  integration, 
ders  of  Mairxism  also  pointed  out  that  ^he  second  fact  is  that  the  the  first  sa- 
tisfied  need  itself,  the  action  of  satisfying  it,  and  the  instrument  acquired 
for  that  satisfaction  lead  to  new  necessities,  and  this  creation  of  new  necessi¬ 
ties  is  the  first  historical  act."  (5) 

The  materialist  explanation  of  social  existence  begins  by  out  these  ^- 

jective  needs  of  man  and  society  that  must  be 

tegrated  relational  structure  that  is  functionally  related  to  the  sattsf action 
of^hese  needs,  a  structure  that  people  involuntarily  enter  in  the  course  of  pro¬ 
ductive  activity.  In  this  sense  all  social  existence  is  conposed  of  a  m^titude 
of  activities  so  organized  and  structured  that  each  one  performs  »  c^ain  ob- 
iectively  determined  function.  Since  the  materially  productive  activity  of  iim- 
viduals  is  oriented,  within  organized  society,  toward  the  performance  of  final 
functions,  it  is  understandable  why  the  effort  is  always  made  ^  inprove  JJe  Per¬ 
formance  and  effectiveness  of  the  activity  of  all  elements  participating  in  that 

productive  process. 

Of  course  in  capitalist  society,  given  the  exploiting  nat^  of  the  system,  these 
essentially  social  functions  are  not  performed  equitably  because  there  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  production  relations,  the  operational  organizational 

ciety  as  a  whole  are  •functional"  for  the  values  of  an  order  divided  into  antago¬ 
nistic  classes  but  they  are  not  functional  for  the  general-human  values  and  espe¬ 
cially  not  for  those  who  produce  the  material  goods,  which  fact  also  ®® 

the  revolutionary  processes.  But  in  socialist  society,  as  a  product  “  ™®  ^«‘ 
volutionary  act  intended  to  make  a  radical  chaise  on  the  human  level  both  from 
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the  ethical  and  social  standpoint  of  fnll  development  of  the  human  personalily 
and  from  the  economic  standpoint  of  satisfying  the 

that  development,  it  is  especially  necessary  to  emphasize  the  need  of  perior- 
mance  of  the  objective  functions  of  every  sector  of  society. 

Inprovement  of  the  performance  of  ttie  social  systems  by  . 

management  principle  is  intended  not  only  to  make  the  action  S®*^®^^^^ 
but  particularly  to  set  up  a  mechanism  that  will  cause  the  soci^con^c  ^ts 
to  keep  seeking  the  means  of  making  themselves  as  f^ctioml  aM  efficient  as 
possible  for  society.  These  requirements  are  served  by  the  follo^ng  speafic 
ways  of  implementing  self -management:  by  bringing  the  decision  close  ^ 
production  base,  increasing  the  autonomy  of  the  socioeconomic  jniits,  ^d  streng¬ 
thening  their  functions  of  deciding  upon  their  own  problems,  thus  restricting 
the  possibility  of  petty  s\]?)ervision  and  developing  their  ability  to  resolve  toe 
particular  problems  confronting  them  more  adequately,  with  all  the  good  effecus 
of  that  imon  toeir  performance  and  effectiveness j  by  encouraging  their  own  ef¬ 
forts,  permitting  more  intensive  use,  in  the  spirit  of  efficiency,  of  all  inter¬ 
nal  reserves  and  of  the  technical  and  human  capacities  that  sometimes  renmned 
inconroletely  utilized?  hy  enhancing  the  operational  quality  of  management  am 
decision-making  on  the  unit  level  and  accelerating  toe  reaction  to  the  demands 
made  by  the  other,  collaborating  systems,  thus  providing  a  very  good  basis  for 
iaroroving  performance  and  eradicating  persistent  instances  of  inertia?  Jy  em¬ 
phasizing  the  units'  dependence  upon  the  social  requirements  and  the  authorities, 
by  whidi  the  shortcomings  were  saaietimes  e^lained?  and  by  instituting  a  more 
conrolete  correlation  between  activities  and  results,  with  better  measur^nt  of 
the  ratio  between  efforts  and  effects,  the  latter  being  more  clearly  i^ivi^l- 
ized  and  made  dependent  t^on  the  social  function  society  has  assigned  the  given 

TUlit. 


These  new  relationships  developed  by  application  of  the  worker  self-mamgement 
principle  are  aimed  at  better  use  of  the  units'  internal  forces  and  release  of 
their  own  resources  by  stimulating  their  own  creativeness  and  each  'umt  s  ability 
to  solve  its  problems  independently  and  to  respond  more  rapidly  to  the  needs  and 
functions  that  society  presents.  As  Nicolae  Ceausescu  said,  these  guidelines 
are  intended  "to  place  all  socioeconomic  units'  management  upon  a  new  basis,  on 
the  principle  of  self -management  and  self-admixiistration,  requiring  each  i^t  and 
workers  collective  to  bear  the  direct  responsibility  for  the  resources  and  goods 
entrusted  it  by  society  as  a  part  of  the  entire  people's  property."  (o) 


In  order  to  make  the  principles  of  self-management  and  of  the  working  msses*  ef' 
fective  participation  in  decision-making  operational  and  more  efficient,  a  new 
economic-financial  mechanism  was  developed  and  ixqplemented  that  constitotes  t^ 
necessary  factor  of  an  objective  tie  between  the  political  aspect  of  the  princi¬ 
ple  and  its  functional,  effectual  aspect.  As  the  party  secretary  genei^  point¬ 
ed  out,  it  is  actually  a  matter  of  "raising  the  economic-financial  i^chanism  to 
the  developmental  level  of  the  new  forms  of  collective  management"  (7)  and  of 
giving  the  management  of  all  sodoeconaraic  activities  a  uniform  system  based  on 
mass  participation  in  decision-making  and  made  operational  by  a  mechanism  capa¬ 
ble  of  exploiting  the  potentials  for  effectiveness  that  the  principle  contains. 


The  approval  by  the  Plenum  of  the  CPR  Central  Committee  of  June  1983  aM  t^ 
Grand  National  Assembly  of  the  Program  and  Law  on  Firm  Application  of  toe  Princi¬ 
ples  of  Worker  Self-Management  and  Self -Administration,  Improvement  of  toe 
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Feonomic-Financlal  Mechanism  and  of  the  i^stem  for  Payment  for  Work,  and  Pay 
«rin  thiTfive-year  plan  brought  about  the  creation  of  the  necessary  operatton- 

potentials  for  efficient  performance.  As  it  should  ®  kers‘ 

provisions  of  the  said  program,  the  self-management  principle  en^ls  wrkOTS 
more  extensive  participation  in  decision-making,  which  is  a  new 
of  thSr  intent  and  pSpose,  the  need  for  them  arising  from  the  policy  of  grea¬ 
ter  efficiency  and  responsibility. 

®iis  mechanism  making  self-management  operational  is  based  on  ^^®  ^®® 
variably  accepted  in  its  spirit  and  essence,  perhaps  ^eca^e  of  JJ®  f  J 

of  identifying  models  wherein  it  has  operated  in  the 

ty  that  provides  the  financing  for  the  socioeconomic  uMts  activity  but 
collectives,  who  use  part  of  the  funds  and  resources  obtained  out  of  tte  mtioi>- 
al  wealth  and  therefore  must  operate  so  as  to  provide  by  their  own  efforts  for 
repayment  of  the  production  costs  and  also  to  make  the  profit  for  society  t^t 
is  essential  to  its  development.  Accordingly  the  decision  mde  in  the  cours 
of  self-management  are  expected  to  support  the  viability  of  ^e  respective  ^t 
and,  cumulatively  on  the  general  social  level,  the  program  „  * 

The  management  will  accordingly  pursue  a  high  functional 
more  consistently,  in  that  it  will  be  more  objectively 

that  will  keep  it  in  line  with  the  requirements  of  the  economic  laws,  warizing 
that  both  the  unit's  and  the  individual  incomes  depend  entirely  upon  effort. 

This  effort  must  take  the  form  of  better  discipline  and  order  and  the  workers 
collective’s  interest  in  producing  vHa&t  is  really  essential  that  is 

useful  economic  values.  This  requires  elimination  of  any  manifestations  of  ^- 
difference  and  disinterest,  better  adjustment  to  the  social  needs,  and  prompt¬ 
ness  or,  in  a  word,  efficient  performance. 

The  economic-financial  dynamism  and  the  new  provisions  of  the  :^ogr^  To  App^ 
the  Principles  of  Self-Management  and  Self -Administration  provide  the  w^s  and 
means  needed  to  perform  that  activity.  As  an  operetion^ 

nism  to  draft  the  plan  from  the  bottom,  from  the  directly  preductive  J;® 

making  a  major  contribution  to  this  end.  In  that  way  the  unit  _ 

bett^  respond,  from  the  functional  standpoint,  to  the  social  needs  it  is  expe 

ted  to  meet. 

Another  inportant  lever  is  compiling  the  internal  budget  (of  incomes  and  outlays) 
down  to  ^  levels  of  the  section  and  sectors,  idiereby  the  results  can  be  better 
checked.  In  the  plan  the  new  program  is  advancing,  *^®  . 

mere  balance  but  a  real  instrument  for  self-financing  of  the  activity 
that  is  for  covering  the  internal  outlays,  restoring  the  ^s  ^®f  ^7®^^^®,®^^“ 
etv.  the  unit’s  participation  in  forming  the  centralized  funds,  provi^ng  its 
o>m  developmental  funds,  and  finally  for  forming  the  funds  for  the  maten^  in¬ 
centive  o/the  workers  collective.  Thus  the  whole  activity  is  more  depen^nt  on 
the  results  of  the  internal  effort,  and  the  respective  units’  management  is  ob¬ 
jectively  induced  to  maximize  those  results,  to  look  f or  ws  of  increasing  ^s 
internal  effort,  and  to  take  every  means  of  improving  performance  to  meet  ^e  so¬ 
cial  requirements.  Moreover  promotion  of  a  series  of  effectiveness  tj^ators 
capable  of  measuring  the  results  more  accurately,  as  well  as 
the  factors  analyzed  above,  constitute  the  code  of  functions  and 
ships  serving  to  encourage  the  socioeconomic  units  to  meet  the  *®®f® 

conpletely  and  correlating  the  unit’s  real  capacity  with  its  social  function. 
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By  providing  new  instruments  for  making  the  principles  of  worker  self-management 
and  self-administration  operational,  the  program  bears  out  the  idea  that  all  ac¬ 
tivity  in  units  will  be  based  on  generalized  use  of  the  overall  contract  system, 
permitting  incomes  solely  from  internal  effort.  The  pledge-contract,  concluded 
between  the  state  as  general  administrator  of  the  entire  people's  property  and 
the  workers  collectives  in  each  enterprise,  as  well  as  the  individual  pledge, 
whereby  each  worker  assumes  responsibilities  for  management  of  the  unit's  pro¬ 
perty,  are  also  new  levers  of  socioeconomic  activity  that  are  eaipected  to  raise 
the  level  of  performance  necessarily  required  by  the  worker  self-management 
principle. 

The  principles  of  worker  self-management  and  self -administration,  made  operati¬ 
onal  by  an  appi*opliate  mechanism  governing  relations  between  a  unit  and  its  so¬ 
cial  function,  can  have  good  possibilities  for  improving  the  performance  of  the 
sodoeconoraic  activity  and  the  efficiency  of  management  mainly  by  stimulating 
the  effort  and  the  interest  in  developing  internal  initiative  and  creativeness. 

These  structural  improvements  in  the  management  process  are  based  on  the  funda¬ 
mental  idea  that  efficiency  is  primarily  determined  by  the  possibility  of  exploi¬ 
ting  the  internal  capacities  for  analyzing  and  resolving  the  problems  that  con¬ 
front  each  unit  and  of  exploiting  the  creative  potential  of  the  workers  engaged 
in  the  productive  process.  In  this  way  the  enterprise's  main  efforts  will  be 
concentrated  on  pursuing  the  results  of  efficiency  and  meeting  society's  demands 
rpon  each  individual  unit,  objectively  determining  the  trend  toward  an  effective 
performance  and  efficiency.  In  this  way  the  socioeconomic  units'  managements, 
so  far  from  being  tenpted  try  excuses  or  postponements  or  to  take  advantage  of 
formal  aspects,  will  have  a  greater  interest  in  looking  for  the;best  ways  to  qua¬ 
lify  with  better  performances  in  the  productive  process  in  order  to  obtain  their 
means  of  subsistence.  Of  course  it  will  be  raudi  more  difficult  now  to  substi¬ 
tute  excuses  for  work  and  quite  impossible  to  make  new  demands  on  society  instead 
of  giving  it  the  results  of  work.  As  Nicolae  Ceausescu  pointed  out  at  the  Ple¬ 
num  of  the  CPR  Central  Committee  of  29-30  June  1983,  "The  principle  of  'Neither 
work  without  bread  nor  bread  without  work'  will  be  consistently  applied.  No  one 
in  socialist  society  can  or  should  live  without  work  or  on  another's  work.  Those 
idio  work  shall  receive  unlimited  incomes  if  they  are  the  results  of  the  work  per¬ 
formed!" 

In  order  to  achieve  a  turning  point  in  socioeconomic  activity  and  a  new  quality 
of  work,  the  factors  that  are  being  emphasized  are  the  initiative  of  the  collec¬ 
tive  management  organ  and  all  workers,  the  internal  effort,  and  the  entire  col¬ 
lective's  work,  ^diere  the  center  of  analysis  of  the  tinit's  problems  and  the 
source  of  their  solution  normally  lie.  Worker  self-management  and  self-a^nis- 
tration,  closer  correlation  of  the  socioeconomic  units'  activity  with  society's 
real  needs,  measurement  of  the  units'  results  according  to  the  amount  of  their 
own  effort,  and  encouragement  of  initiative  are  the  essential  factors  for  im¬ 
provement  of  the  performance  and  efficiency  of  the  workers  revolutionary  democra¬ 
cy.  Consistent  application  of  the  principles  of  worker  self -management  and  self- 
administration  and  the  new  economic-financial  mechanism  with  its  recent  improve¬ 
ments  are  meeting  the  needs  of  socjialist  socrf.ety  by  further  inproving  the  effici¬ 
ency  of  Romanian  socioeconomic  units. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


ACHIVEMENTS  OF  'UNITY  83'  MANEUVERS  APPRAISED 

Belgrade  NEDELJNE  INFORMATIVNE  NOVINE  in  Serbo-Creatian  No  1707,  18  Sep 
83  pp  16-17 

/^ticle  by  Aleksandar  Tijanic:  "The  Public  Hour  of  DefenseJU 

/Text7  Two  days  before  the  beginning  of  the  maneuvers 
in  eastern  Macedonia,  when  the  pilots  of  the  "Gazelle" 
armed  helicopters  hit  four  tanks  with  four  "Malyutka" 
guided  missiles.  Generals  Petar  Gracanin  and  Lambel 
Mihajlovski  turned  to  Air  Force  General  Slobodan  Alagic. 

The  latter  only  smiled  discreetly,  having  known  in  ad¬ 
vance  what  his  people  would  be  able  to  do. 

The  same  thing  also  happened  at  the  "Unity-83"  exercise  itself,  which  was 
completed  3  days  ago  in  a  rocky  area  in  eastern  Macedonia,  somewhere  in 
Ovce  Polje  and  Krivolak.  With  their  backs  to  the  Vardar,  the  motorized 
infantry  and  tanks  moved  from  there  to  the  attack,  while  at  the  same  time 
aircraft  and  helicopters  "softened  up"  the  enemy  positions.  Thus  for 
several  days  22,000  soldiers,  through  synchronized  action,  demonstrated  what 
the  striking  power  of  our  army  is  like  in  attack  and  defense. 

At  the  same  time,  from  Norway  to  Turkey,  an  exercise  is  under  way  with 
300,000  soldiers  of  the  NATO  Pact,  including  16,000  American  specialists 
who  will  be  transferred  by  aircraft  to  Europe  and  participate  immediately  in 
the  "battle."  The  Warsaw  Pact  has  just  completed  a  series  of  maneuvers  and 
is  now  catching  its  breath  before  the  mext  round.  Although  all  maneuvers  are 
similar  in  the  military  sense,  there  are  nevertheless  great  differences 
among  them.  Specifically,  even  at  the  time  of  the- announcement  of  this 
exercise,  our  representatives  stressed  that  Yugoslavia  was  exercising  its 
defensive  forces  "for  itself"  and  not  "against  others."  Consequently,  foreign 
observers  were  invited  to  the  maneuvers,  without  fear  of  their  making  care¬ 
ful  assessments  of  the  degree  of  training  of  units  and  the  quality  of  the 
weapons.  Of  those  invited,  only  the  Albanian  government  spoke  up,  and 
refused  the  invitation  to  send  its  observers  to  our  exercise,  stressing  that 
it  was  causing  "tension  and  danger  for  neighboring  countries." 

The  range  in  Krivolak  where  tli%  exercise  was  held,  however,  is  located  in  a 
triangle  100-200  kilometers  away  from  the  neighboring  borders.  In  any  case. 
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the  decision  to  hold  the  maneuvers  in  this  area  was  not  made  because  of 
any  daily  necessity,  nor  was  the  exercise  prepared  in  order  to  demonstrate 
the  strength  of  our  army  in  the  vicinity  of  the  border  of  any  of  our  neigh¬ 
bors.  It  is  simply  that  large-scale  maneuvers  have  been  conducted  in  Serbia 
(1949),  Slavonia  (1953),  Slovenia  and  Croatia  (1971),  and  in  Sandzak  (1976), 
and  these  latest  ones,  logically,  in  Macedonia. 

Novelties  Before  the  Guests 

This  yearns  maneuvers  are  significant  for  two  reasons.  First,  it  is  only 
in  exercises  of  this  scope  that  it  is  possible  to  verify  the  degree  of  train¬ 
ing  for  joint  actions  of  all  types  by  our  army  and  the  territorial  and  parti¬ 
san  units. 

Second,  in  spite  of  the  presence  of  foreign  observers,  the  leadership  of  the 
army  decided  that  "Unity-83”  would  display  in  public  for  the  first  time  the 
latest  equipment  and  weapons  that  have  been  introduced  into  regular  use  in  the 
last  year  or  two.  The  greatest  surprise  for  all  those  present  was  the 
appearance  of  numerous  T-72  tanks,  which  are  replacing  older  models  in  our 
armored  units. 

We  are  producing  this  tank  under  a  Soviet  license,  and  in  the  opinion  of 
western  military  experts,  the  T-72  is  currently  one  of  the  three  best  armor 
units  in  the  world.  It  is  equipped  with  a  125-mm  gun  and  a  diesel  engine 
that  permits  it  a  speed  of  80  km  per  hour.  It  weighs  41  tons,,  and  its  three- 
member  crew  is  protected  by  the  most  modern  "sandwich-armor,"  which  can  with¬ 
stand  the  majority  of  antitank  weapons.  It  is  equipped  with  a  laser  range¬ 
finder  and  with  two  machineguns.  Our  experts  state  that  the  "72*'  will  sub¬ 
stantially  raise  the  quality  of  armored  units,  and  we  will  use  them  right  up 
until  the  beginning  of  the  announced  production  of  domestic  tanks. 

New  **tank  hunters**  were  behind  these  armored  units  during  the  exercise. 

This  is  a  completely  new  weapon  of  domestic  manufacture,  armed  with  guided 
antitank  missiles.  At  the  top  of  their  turret  are  six  missiles  on  launchers, 
with  several  times  as  many  missiles  in  their  combat  inventory.  Behind  these 
came  armored  wheeled  transport  vehicles,  also  of  domestic  production,  in  the 
turrets  of  which  were  installed  the  well-known  three-barreled  20-mm  guns  with 
electronic  and  optical  sights  for  hitting  low-flying  aircraft  and  helicopters. 
This  is  a  very  fast,  light,  and  agile  weapon  for  protecting  armored  units  and 
infantry  from  an  attack  from  the  air. 

The  mechanized  infantry  was  transferred  in  the  new  M-80  armored  transporter. 
This  is  a  vehicle  weighing  13  tons,  which  can  travel  over  water  without 
prior  preparations.  It  is  equipped  with  two  missiles  for  fighting  against 
tanks,  and  a  20-mm  automatic  gun;  for  fighting  against  infantry,  it  uses  a 
7.62  mm  machinegun.  In  addition  to  the  crew,  it  carries  a  full  infantry 
squad,  which  is  protected  in  battle  from  gunfire,  grenades,  radiation,  and  the 
effects  of  chemical  weapons. 

The  "queen  of  battle,"  the  infantry,  appeared  with  new  sniper  guns,  rifle 
machine  guns,  hand  bombs,  and  an  improved  old  bazooka  for  fighting  against 
tanks.  The  greatest  interest  was  aroused  by  the  new  "Zolja"  bazooka.  This 
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infantry  weapon  is  used  for  fighting  against  tanks,  and  is  made  on  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  "fire  and  throw."  In  fact,  the  missile  is  packed  in  a  launcher 
that  is  thrown  away  after  firing.  Another  bazooka,  "Osa,"  is  used  against 
tanks  at  great  distances  (about  600  meters)  and  is  filled  with  missiles 
several  times. 

The  most  effective  were  the  flights  by  several  "Gazelle"  helicopters  which 
we  produce  under  a  French  license,  but  whose  equipment  and  armament  for  anti¬ 
armor  combat  is  an  original  Yugoslav  solution.  Exceptionally  mobile, 
these  helicopters,  with  a  maximum  speed  of  300  km  per  hour,  are  armed  with 
four  antitank  missiles  and  two  self-guided  missiles  for  fighting  against 
aircraft.  The  observers  were  impressed  by  the  way  in  which  the  "Gazelles," 
"riding"  up  the  hills  themselves,  appeared  above  the  tanks  and  hit  them  with 
almost  100-percent  accuracy  from  two  kilometers  away. 

In  addition  to  the  already  well-known  MiG-21 ’s  of  a  new  type,  there  were 
the  domestic  "Orao"  and  G-4  aircraft,  equipped  with  Viper  turbojet  engines 
of  British  origin. 

Thus,  this  exercise  was  also  transformed  into  a  sort  of  exhibition  of 
Yugoslav  armament  and  its  value. 

For  Us — Our  Weapons 

From  1960  to  1970  the  army  spent  four  dinars  for  every  dinar  earned  by 
exports.  In  the  last  5-year  period,  however,  this  ratio  was  approximately 
3  to  1  in  favor  of  domestic  production.  This,  however,  is  only  part  of  the 
story  of  how  much  our  society  sets  aside  for  military  requirements.  From 
1976  to  1980  5.39  percent  of  the  national  income  was  allocated  for  financing 
the  army,  instead  of  6.17  percent,  as  was  stipulated  by  the  social  plan. 

In  the  first  2  years  of  the  current  medium-term  plan,  4.79  percent  of  the 
national  income  was  allocated. 

The  funds  for  financing  the  JNA  /Yugoslav  National  Arm^,  amounting  to 
150,681.2  million  dinars,  are  61  percent  of  the  total  budget  of  the  Federa¬ 
tion  projected  for  1983.  It  was  planned  that  more  than  a  fourth  of  the 
funds  available  to  the  armed  forces  this  year  would  be  allocated  for 
purchasing  weapons  and  military  equipment.  The  foreign  exchange  funds  for 
the  needs  of  the  JNA  are  planned  to  be  about  $559  million.  This  is  13.2 
percent  less  than  the  plan  last  year. 

According  to  the  data  of  the  International  Institute  for  Strategic  Research 
in  London,  the  increase  in  expenditures  for  military  requirements  grew  at 
the  following  rates  in  the  last  6  years:  294  percent  in  Bulgaria,  245  percent 
in  Hungary,  212  percent  in  Austria,  189  percent  in  Italy,  149  percent  in 
Greece,  an  unknown  amount  in  Romania,  and  142  percent  in  Yugoslavia.  In  any 
case,  the  general  attitude  is  that  within  the  framework  of  reduced  funds 
for  defense  needs,  one  should  not  reduce  the  portion  intended  for  weapons 
and  military  equipment,  nor  should  the  funds  planned  for  technical  moderniza¬ 
tion  be  shifted  into  other  areas  of  expenditure.  The  prevailing  position 
is  that  in  an  international  situation  like  this,  we  cannot  permit  our  armed 
forces  to  lag  behind  technically.  Admittedly,  we  have  spoken  for  a  long  time 
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in  Yugoslavia  about  the  absolute  predominance  of  the  human  factor  over  the 
technical  one.  All  indications  are,  however,  that  in  the  future  the 
delicate  balance  between  these  two  factors  will  be  taken  into  account. 

What  is  a  valuable  experience  for  us  from  the  majority  of  modem  wars  is 
that  the  orientation  toward  the  production  of  one's  own  weapons  is  the 
only  correct  one — at  least  in  most  cases.  Today  we  are  cooperating  in  the 
military  area  with  about  60  cotantries,  and  our  exports  of  weapons  and 
equipment,  in  volume,  are  over  a  fourth  of  the  total  Yugoslav  exports  to  the 
nonaligned  and  developing  countries.  In  any  case,  in  our  units,  depending 
on  the  type  and  the  formation,  the  percentage  of  domestic  weapons  ranges  from 
70  to  100  percent. 

The  latest  exercise,  "Unity-83,"  has  obviously  shown  that  in  many  ways  our 
armed  forces  are  on  the  threshold  of  a  transition  to  a  qualitatively  new 
period  in  their  development.  Unfortunately,  this  is  inevitable  in  the  modern 
world,  and  the  price  that  we  have  to  pay  for  peaceful  borders.  Consequently, 
even  in  an  economic  situation  like  this  one,  there  has  been  no  dilemma  over 
whether  to  enhance  our  defensive  forces  or  not. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


DECLINING  NUMBER  OF  WORKERS  IN  SLOVENIAN  LC 

Belgrade  KOMUNIST  in  Serbo-Croatian  7  Oct  83  p  7 

^Article  by  Nina  Komparic,  "Essential  Political  Queg:tion^/ 

^Excerp;t/  Only  1  year  after  the  congress  of  Slovenian  communists  ^  the  Commission 
of  the  CC  Presidium  of  the  Slovenian  LC  for  organization,  development,  manpower 
policy  and  training  decided  to  examine  more  thoroughly  the  movement  and  structure 
of  the  membership  of  the  Slovenian  LC  and  formed  a  special  work  group  which  has 
assessed  such  movement  on  the  basis  of  a  number  of  data. 

It  is  characteristic  that  enrollment  in  the  Slovenian  LC  has  been  halved  during 
the  last  3  years.  In  1980,  the  membership  still  increased  by  7,987  members, 
or  6.2  percent;  in  1981,  3,899  new  members  were  accepted,  and  in  the  first  6 
months  of  this  year  only  1,488.  At  the  same  time,  1,310  members  have  been 
expelled,  deleted,  or  have  left  the  Slovenian  LC.  In  this  way,  the  membership 
of  the  LCS  has  in  fact  increased  by  only  178  members  and  their  total  number  is 
126,437. 

The  information  that  40  communal  organizations  have  fewer  members  now  than  at 
the  end  of  last  year  demands  a  more  thorough  analysis  of  the  movement  and  structure 
of  the  membership,  not  only  at  the  level  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Slovenian 
LC,  but  especially  in  the  organizations  of  those  communes  where  the  decline  has 
been  registered. 

The  structure  of  the  membership  of  the  LC  Slovenia  is  not  satisfactory  either. 

The  most  numerous  group  in  the  LCS  are  members  between  28  and  35  years  of  age, 
while  in  the  earlier  period  members  under  27  were  the  dominant  group.  This, 
however,  is  not  worrisome  because  these  are  the  most  vital  categories.  In  the 
LC  of  Slovenia,  83.4  percent  of  members  are  under  40,  which  is  favorable. 

Considerably  more  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  appraisal  of  the  reduction  of 
the  number  of  workers  in  the  LCS.  They  are  indeed  the  strongest  socioprofessional 
group  and  represent  29.7  percent  of  members.  However,  this  percentage  point  is 
lower  than  the  average  percentage  of  workers  in  the  LCY  (31  percent) ,  and  their 
participation  in  the  membership — after  the  rise  of  1981,  when  there  were  30.5 
percent  of  them — has  been  steadily  declining,  A  detailed  analysis  of  this 
development  is  the  more  important  as  all  the  party  documents  state  that  we  are 
committed  to  obtain  a  workers  majority,  while  we  are  in  fact  moving  away  from 
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it.  Among  the  newly-accepted  members  of  the  LCS  in  the  first  6  months  of  this 
year,  workers  represent  only  25.7  percent.  What  is  the  cause? 

Some  appraisal  made  so  far  put  in  the  first  place  the  fact  that  the  worker, 
although  the  basic  social  documents  warrant  it,  still  does  not  play  the  decisive 
role  in  the  process  of  production,  in  the  expanded  reproduction,  or  in  the 
decisionmaking  about  the  total  income.  The  managerial-professional  and  executive- 
administrative  structures  still  have  the  decisive  influence  on  these  issues. 

If  we  also  take  into  account  the  slow  pace  of  the  implementation  of  the  delegate 
system,  and  the  weaknesses,  inconsistencies  and  shortcomings  that  appear  in  our 
society,  it  is  obvious  that  they  result  in  a  diminished  workers  interest  in  the 
membership  in  the  LC. 

Causes  of  the  unsatisfactory  social  and  class  structure  of  the  LCS  also  consist 
in  the  Inappropriate  policy  of  recruiting  new  LC  members.  Basic  organizations 
of  the  LC,  especially  in  the  production  OOURs,  in  industry,  mining,  agriculture 
and  forestry  obviously  pay  too  little  attention  to  the  question  of  accepting  new 
members  in  the  LC.  There  should  be  a  majority  of  blue-collar  workers  in  thse 
sectors,  yet  the  development  is  exactly  the  opposite;  in  one-fourth  of  the  basic 
organizations  of  the  LC,  management  and  administrative  workers  predominate. 

The  data  also  indicate  very  vividly  that  there  are  essentially  fewer  workers  in 
the  management  positions  in  the  communal  organizations  of  the  LCS  than  in  the 
membership  of  the  LCS.  Thus  there  are  barely  20.6  percent  of  workers  in  communal 
committees,  and  in  their  presidiums  only  14.5  percent,  while  the  groups  of  manage¬ 
ment  workers  are  markedly  strong.  Their  participation  in  communal  committees 
is  20  percent  and  in  the  presidiums  even  25  percent,  although  they  represent 
only  7  percent  of  the  total  structure  of  the  membership.  It  is  clear  that  such 
manpower  policy  in  the  LC  organs  can  hardly  assert  authentic  working  class 
interests. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


INJUSTICE  AGAINST  SERBIAN  ENGINEER  REPORTED 
Pristina  JEDINSTVO  in  ;Serbo- Croatian  23  Sep  83  p  7 
Mrticle  by  Mirko  Cupic:  "Comrade  Available^/ 

^Tex^/  Mining  engineer  Vesko  Batalovic,  specialized  in  machinery  and  electrical 
technology,  employed  at  the  work  organization  Kisnica  and  Novo  Brdo  Mines  is  no 
longer  a  "promising"  specialist  who  was  relied  on  until  yesterday.  This  young 
man  who  has  a  unique  professional  specialization  in  this  organization  will  become 
"available"  after  the  10-year  experience  in  the  work  organization  which  schooled 
him.  What  has  changed  overnight? 

After  the  initial  preparatory  stage,  Vesko  Batalovic  successfully  "climbed"  from 
lower  to  higher  managerial  positions.  In  the  last  8  years  he  was  the  technical 
manager  of  maintenance  of  mechanical  equipment  for  surface  mining,  manager  of 
mechanization  in  the  OOUR  Ajvalija  and  Kisnica,  chief  of  the  work  unit  EMO  in 
the  OOUR  Maintenance  and  Transportation,  and  acting  technical  director  of  the 
same  OOUR.  Everything  was  all  right  until  mid-January  of  this  year,  when 
competition  was  announced  for  the  selection  and  appointment  of  the  director  and 
technical  director  of  the  OOUR.  While  the  competition  was  on,  the  director  of 
the  work  organization  Nazmi  Mustafa,  with  agreement  of  a  number  of  management 
personnel,  decided  beforehand  which  candidates  will  compete  for  these  management 
positions.  According  to  this  distribution  of  positions,  Vesko  Batalovic  was 
supposed  to  become  the  technical  director  of  the  OOUR. 

"I  thought  that  this  jeopardized  the  basic  principle  of  the  competition,  and  I 
did  not  approve  of  selecting  candidates  in  advance,  which  closes  the  door  to 
candidates  from  other  areas.  The  candidate  for  the  director  of  the  OOUR,  All 
Lodja,  who  was  later  appointed  to  this  position,  did  not  at  the  time  fulfill  the 
requirements  of  the  competition  and  I  decided  to  compete  myself.  I  suffered  the 
consequences,"  Batalovic  said. 

When  the  competition  was  closed,  the  presidency  of  the  OOSK  OOUR  met  and  tried  to 
convince  Batalovic  to  abstain  from  competing  for  the  position  of  the  director. 
When  they  did  not  succeed,  they  started  a  defamation  campaign  directed  against 
the  behavior  and  performance  of  this  man  who  was  till  yesterday  regarded  as  a 
promising  specialist.  It  was  said  that  he  wanted  to  become  the  director  in  order 
to  leave  Kosovo  sooner  and  move  easily.  Obviously,  some  people  predestined  him 
for  emigration.  This  party  panel  should  have  dealt  more  with  the  candidates  for 
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the  position  of  director,  instead  of  opening  the  **Batalovic  case"  and  leaving  a 
delicate  question  of  personnel  policy  to  the  competition  commission.  At  the 
first  meeting,  which  was  also  attended  by  the  SO  delegates,  it  was  decided  to 
postpone  the  election  of  the  director  because,  allegedly,  none  of  the  candidates 
satisfied  the  requirements. 

"This  was  done  so  that  Ali  Lodja  could  in  the  meantime  take  the  professional 
exam.  He  did  it.  At  its  second  meeting,  the  competition  commission  proposed 
him  for  the  management  position,  and  the  workers  council  confirmed  the  selection. 
To  make  it  more  ironical,  although  I  did  not  compete,  I  was  appointed  acting 
technical  director.  The  competition  requirements  were  identical  for  both  these 
positions,  and  I  wonder  how  it  can  be  that  I  do  not  meet  the  requirements  for 
the  OOUR  director  but  can  be  acting  technical  director.  Afterwards  few  people 
contacted  me,  my  employment  status  is  still  unresolved,  and  I  do  not  participate 
sufficiently  in  the  life  and  work  of  the  OOUR.  Rejection  and  isolation  have 
become  unbearable,"  Batalovic  said. 

Batalovic  says  that  every  remark  of  his  met  a  sharp  reaction,  weaknesses  he 
pointed  out  were  ignored,  and  the  perceived  problems  were  piling  up.  The  basic 
organization  of  the  LC  finally  met  toward  the  end  of  June,  and  its  agenda  was 
"the  emigration  of  Serbs  and  Montenegrins  from  the  OOUR  from  1981  to  1983." 
However,  the  meeting  took  another  course.  The  starting  point  for  the  discussion 
was  Batalovic’s  "deviation"  from  the  LCY  line.  It  was  said  in  support  of  this 
allegation  that  he  had  said  at  an  earlier  meeting  that  the  choice  of  Albanians 
to  managing  positions  at  any  cost  is  a  nationalist  policy,  which  offended  the 
director  of  the  Work  Organization.  It  was  said  that  the  roots  of  his  deviation 
from  the  LCY  line  are  deep,  that  he  is  poor  as  a  worker  and  expert.  He  was 
pimished  with  a  party  admonition. 

The  painful  atmosphere  of  this  meeting  was  made  even  more  painful  by  the  fact 
that  10  communists  of  Albanian  nationality  and  5  communists  of  Serbian  nationality 
attended  that  meeting,  and  that  they  were  openly  divided  along  nationality  lines. 
It  is  unacceptable  indeed  that  at  the  present  political  moment  all  the  present 
communists  of  Albanian  nationality  vote  for  the  punishment  of  Batalovic,  and  all 
the  attending  Serbs  against  the  punishment.  Such  a  behavior  of  communists  has 
made  the  political  atmosphere  even  worse,  and  this  has  been  reflected  on  all  the 
relations  in  this  OOUR.  Thus  the  question:  If  the  engineer  Batalovic  is  really 
so  guilty,  is  not  the  party  disciplinary  measure  too  mild? 

Former  chairman  of  the  OOSK  Presidium  and  labor  union  chairman  Vlado  Mladenovic 
does  not  think  so.  In  his  opinion,  "There  is  no  objection  to  the  work  and 
behavior  of  the  engineer  Vesko  Batalovic."  The  new  chairman  of  the  OOUR  Ali 
Lodja  also  expresses  the  opinion  that  there  is  no  ground  for  such  a  political 
qxialification,  although  they  differ  in  some  positions. 

"It  seems  to  me  that  he  has  exaggerated  this  time.  Some  of  his  accusations  are 
groundless,  as  we  have  established,  but  we  cannot  deny  his  professional  capacity," 
said  the  director  of  the  OOUR,  Ali  Lodja. 

"Sociopolitical  structures  agreed  to  put  the  candidate  selected  in  advance  in 
the  position  of  the  director  of  the  OOUR,  and  this  was  clear  to  everybody. 
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Batalovic  opposed  such  an  attitude  of  ours,  offended  the  director  of  the  work 
organization,  stated  some  untruths  which  I  cannot  remember  right  now,  and  he 
was  justifiably  punished  for  that.  He  is  unsuitable.  Positions  are  clear. 

I  do  not  know  what  he  will  do.  He  is  presently  on  vacation,  but  I  believe  that 
he  will  be  available  to  the  work  organization,"  the  chairman  of  the  presidium 
of  the  OOSK,  Hasim  Bitici,  said. 

And  what  then? 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


EX-COMINFORMIST  EMIGRE  DISCUSSES  BOOKS,  EXPERIENCES 

Zagreb  VJESNIK  in  Serbo-Croatian  17,  24  Sep  83  SEDAM  DANA  supplement 

^Article  by  Salih  Zvizdic^/ 

/l7  Sep  83  pp  14-157 

/rex^  Slobodan  F  Ikevic,  the  author_of  the  book, 

"Strasno  budjenje"  /Terrible  Awakening/ —  in  which  he 
describes  his  sufferings  after  accepting  the  Cominfom’s 
resolution  and  joining  the  "healthy  forces"  of  the 
workers'  movement — has  prepared  a  new  book  entitled 
"Suocavanje"  /Confrontation/.  In  it  he  describes  the 
sobering  period  after  he  realized  that  he  had  become  a 
weapon  in  foreign  hands. 

Slobodan  Pauljevic,  the  author  of  the  book,  "Strasno  budjenje,"  in  which 
he  described  the  drama  of  his  life,  which  began  on  19  December  1948  when 
he  illegally  crossed  the  Rumanian  border  near  Bela  Crkva.  "At  first," 
he  says,  "I  believed  more  in  the  resolution  of  the  Cominform  than  in  my 
own  party." 

He  joined  the  "healthy  forces"  in  that  country,  but  several  years  later 
he  was  disappointed,  having  seen  that  the  monstrous  political  and  police 
apparatus  by  which  Stalin  ruled  was  not  imbued  with  "real  ideas  for  the 
defense  of  socialism,"  but  rather  with  the  wish  for  hegemony  over  the 
CPY  and  Yugoslavia.  Rumania  at  that  time  was  under  the  powerful  influence 
of  Stalin  and  the  Cominfom  (the  Cominform' s  center  was  located  in  Rumania 
then).  Disappointment  followed  euphoria.  Pauljevic  lived  through  pressure 
and  jail.  They  induced  him  to  give  false  testimony.  Finally  came  the 
"horrible  awakening"  and  a  sobering  period. 

The  book,  "Strasno  budjenje,"  was  published  by  the  Otakar  Kersovani 
publishing  house  in  Rijeka  at  the  end  of  last  year.  It  was  sold  out, 
although  it  had  practically  no  advertising.  Now  Slobodan  Pauljevic  has 
written  a  sequel  to  the  book  entitled  "Suocavanje,"  which  is  offered  by 
the  same  publishing  house.  In  this  second  book,  which  is  really  the 
logical  continuation  of  the  first,  Pauljevic  describes  his  second  trip 
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to  Yugoslavia,  where  he  came  in  March  1956,  conscious  of  the  fact  that 
he  would  immediately  be  jailed  and  condemned,  because  shortly  before 
setting  out,  he  was  informed  of  this  in  an  illegal  meeting  at  the  Yugoslav 
embassy  in  Bucharest. 

’ Suocavanj e *  is  really  me  meeting  with  my  true  self,  with  the  reality  of 
life  in  the  homeland.  It  is  my  sobering  up  after  a  deep  political  and 
psychological  disappointment  and  collapse.  No  one  in  my  own  country 
welcomed  me  with  open  arms,  nor  did  I  expect  that.  From  the  border  I 
came  right  into  the  hands  of  the  militia  and  the  UDB.  After  that  followed 
interrogation,  trial  and  jail  in  Zabela  near  Pozarevac.  Goli  Otok  followed 
soon  afterwards.  After  being  released,  I  found  employment  in  the  municipal 
water-supply  system  in  Belgrade." 

Ne  will  attempt  to  describe  briefly  the  path  of  life  followed  by  this  man, 
who  with  his  already-published  book  and  the  one  he  intends  to  publish, 
has  contributed  to  the  unmasking  of  the  untenable  Stalinist  methods  of 
political  and  state  relations  between  socialist  countries.  In  the  case 
of  Yugoslavia  these  relations  ultimately  were  condemned  by  history.  In 
our  conversation,  we  concentrated  on  details  not  mentioned  in  the  first 
book,  but  related  to  the  main  questions  in  the  second.  We  will  also 
provide,  for  the  first  time,  part  of  this  man's  biography. 

Slobodan  Pauljevic  was  born  in  1914  in  Bela  Crkva  to  a  working  class 
family.  His  father,  as  a  soldier  of  the  one-time  Austro-Hungarian  army, 
was  in  Russia  up  until  1922,  because  in  1918  he  joined  the  Soviet 
revolutionaries,  and  was  persecuted  as  a  "bolshevik"  between  the  wars. 
Slobodan  Pauljevic  was  a  17-year-old  student  in  the  seventh  form  in 
gymnasium,  when  in  July  1941  he  was  accepted  into  SKOJ .  He  joined  the 
CPY  3  years  later.  He  spent  the  entire  occupation  in  liberated  territory 
in  the  intelligence  service  of  the  Fourth  Southern  Banat  Detachment.  On 
2  October  1944,  the  day  after  the  liberation  of  Bela  Crkva,  he  was  named 
as  chief  of  the  regional  Department  of  National  Defense  (OZN) .  In  summer 
1945  he  moved  to  Belgrade  and  became  a  lieutenant  of  the  special  detachment 
of  the  Federal  Administration  of  the  OZN.  As  a  member  of  this  detachment 
and  a  man  who  was  known  for  his  participation  in  the  National  Liberation 
Struggle  since  1941,  on  19  December  1948  he  illegally  crossed  the  Nera 
River,  the  border  between  Yugoslavia  and  Rumania.  With  him  was  his  wife, 
Vera,  an  employee  of  the  then  Federal  Ministry  of  Industry  (they  left 
behind  their  one-year-old  son  with  Vera's  mother  in  their  apartment  in 
Belgrade).  Two  officers  of  the  OZN  also  accompanied  Pauljevic,  Lazo 
Andric  and  Jozef  Vojt  (a  Czech  by  nationality).  Andric  and  Vojt  remained 
in  the  USSR,  but  Vera  returned  to  Yugoslavia  with  Slobodan.  They  were 
later  divorced.  Paul  evic's  son,  who  as  a  baby  remained  in  Belgrade,  is 
now  35.  The  Pauljevices  had  a  second  son  in  Rumania.  He  is  now  33  years 
of  age  and  also  lives  in  Belgrade. 

/Question/  Nowhere  in  the  book  do  you  write  what  was  th®  Special 
Detachment  of  the  Federal  OZN  in  which  you  worked. 

/Answer/  The  postwar  period  demanded  such  a  unit.  It  was  a  group  of 
young  and  decisive  people,  who  were  prepared  for  every  mission,  but 
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received  only  the  most  complex.  In  general  we  were  not  registered  in  the 
service  of  the  OZN,  and  we  had  our  own  building,  which  was  disguised  as 
part  of  the  Belgrade  municipal  housing  section.  We  mainly  dealt  with 
groups  of  domestic  renegades,  other  traitors  and  spies. 

He  opted  for  the  Cominform's  resolution,  because  as  Pauljevic  says,  in 

1948  he  was  deeply  moved  by  a  burning  idea,  which  became  dogma  for  him. 
Crossing  the  border,  he  was  prepared  to  kill  anyone  who  opposed  him,  and 
oh  that  pitch  dark  snowy  night  he  carried  a  cocked  pistol  and  two  grenades. 
The  rest  of  the  band  was  also  ready  to  fight. 

In  they  were  first  subjected  to  interrogation,  because  they  were 

suspected  of  being  Tito's  spies,  placed  in  the  country.  But  the  truth  was 
soon  verified.  Slobodan  Pauljevic,  as  an  officer  of  the  OZN,  received 
special  treatment.  He  told  all  he  knew  about  the  OZN  and  the  Yugoslav 
Peoples'  Army  (JNA) ,  about  the  borders  and  border  guards  to  the  organs 
of  the  Rumanian  Securitata.  Pauljevic  participated  in  the  organization 
of  propaganda  and  spy  services  used  against  Yugoslavia.  The  Rumanian 
state  security  service  illegally  placed  Yugoslav  emigres  as  spies  in  our 
country  in  order  to  aid  an  "uprising  of  the  healthy  forces  in  Yugoslavia." 
Radonja  Golubovic,  the  ambassador  to  Rumania  at  that  time,  opted  for  the 
Cominform  and  contacted  the  emigres,  who  numbered  around  a  hundred  in 
Rumania.  Sometime  at  the  beginning  of  1949  Pero  Popivoda,  a  general  in 
the  air  force  of  the  JNA  of  that  time,  arrived  there  on  a  military 
airplane  (after  he  forced  the  pilot  to  turn  from  Belgrade  for  Bucharest) . 

Some  other  officers  were  with  the  general.  (Popivoda  remained  in  the 
USSR,  where  he  died,  and  his  son  was  exiled  to  Siberia  during  the  Stalin 
era) . 

Pauljevic  spoke  against  the  political  and  state  leadership  of  Yugoslavia 
over  Bucharest  radio.  Over  the  radio  he  also  rejected  his  Certificate 
of  1941  ("After  my  return,  I  did  not  want  any  kind  of  pension  based  on  the 
Certificate  of  1941  and  my  participation  in  the  National  War  of  Liberation, 
because  I  wanted  to  punish  myself.  Now  I  receive  a  pension  of  11,000 
dinars,  earned  in  the  municipal  water  supply  system  of  Belgrade.") 

While  in  the  service  of  the  Cominform,  Pauljevic  slowly  began  to  come 
to  his  senses.  He  began  to  realize  that  this  was  a  different  type  of 
socialism,  and  not  that  about  which  he  had  dreamt  and  for  which  he  had 
risked  his  life  crossing  state  borders.  The  police  organs  of  Rumania, 
a  country  which  had  ended  its  war  against  the  USSR  only  on  23  July  1944, 
and  had  remained  a  monarchy  up  until  December  1947 ,  condemned  him  in 

1949  of  being  a  "Yugoslav  spy"  because  they  had  learned  subsequently 
that  in  1944,  hence  while  this  state  was  still  a  monarchy,  Pauljevic, 
as  an  officer  of  the  OZN  in  Bela  Crkva,  had  arrested  chetniks  along  the 
Rumanian  border  and  fought  with  members  of  the  Rumanian  fascist 
organizations,  the  Iron  Guard.  They  blackmailed  him  in  various  w^ys 
into  testifying  against  other  Yugoslav  emigres,  accused  of  being  Yugoslav 
spies .  These  people  were  not  spies ,  but  were  criminals  according  to  the 
Securitata  because  they  had  begun  to  doubt  the  purity  of  the  ideas  which  had 
brought  them  to  Rumania.  Pauljevic  ended  up  in  jail,  where  he  remained  for  8 
months.  After  enduring  torture  in  jail,  he  suffered  a  mental  breakdown. 
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When  in  1953  high  Rumanian  state  functionaries  such  as  Teohari  Georgescu, 
minister  of  the  interior.  Ana  Ranker,  foreign  minister,  Vasili  Luka, 
finance  minister  and  others,  were  imprisoned,  it  became  clear  thdt  the 
Xargsst  of  all  the  staged  Cominform  trials  was  being  readied*  It  was 
to  be  larger  than  those  held  in  Tirana,  Sofia,  Prague,  Warsaw  and  Budapest. 
Pauljevic  was  expected  to  be  a  witness  against  the  accused.  He  was  told 
in  advance  all  which  he  was  to  say,  and  when  he  had  done  so,  he  would  be 
freed  and  would  receive  a  pension. 

Pauljevic  now  suffered  a  total  breakdown.  ("All  of  this,  not  only  the 
trial,  all  of  this  underhanded  cheating,  lying,  falsehoods.  They  wanted 
me  to  testify  against  people  whom  I  had  never  seen,  nor  knew  anything 
about.") 

In  similar  trials  throughout  the  Cominform  countries,  all  the  accused 
confessed  everything,  but  most  of  them  were  condemned  to  death  anyway. 

It  often  happened  that  the  witnesses  received  the  same  extreme  punishment 
as  the  accused.  Everything  was  staged  in  a  dirty  manner.  Pauljevic 
concluded  that  Stalin  had  condemned  "Tito’s  clique"  using  this  logic  of 
trumped-up  charges,  that  he  had  condemned  the  Yugoslav  peoples  to  deprive 
them  of  their  Independence.  Pauljevic  refused  to  testify,  which  provoked 
the  anger  of  the  political  police  in  Rumania.  Surprisingly,  however, 
salvation  appeared  in  the  foirm  of  Stalin's  death  in  March  1953,  and  the 
staged  Bucharest  trials  never  materialized. 

For  the  emigres  from  Yugoslavia,  however,  things  did  not  really  cha  ge 
after  Stalin's  death.  Blackmail  and  surveillance  continued.  Pauljevic 
was  released  from  the  Rumanian  jail  on  28  May  1953  and  foun  employment 
in  a  factory  on  the  other  side  of  the  Carpathians,  where  he  performed 
the  most  difficult  physical  labor  for  slave  wages  and  could  barely  afford 
food  for  himself,  his  wife  and  child,  born  to  him  there.  This  was  his 
punishment  for  not  obediently  agreeing  to  testify  in  the  stage  trial, 
known  as  the  "Crown"  affair. 

"When  in  1955  ^^rushchev  returned  from  Belgrade,  where  he  signed  the  famous 
Belgrade  declaration,  and  where  he  held  talks  with  Tito,  he  gave  a  speech 
in  Bucharest  in  the  great  square  in  front  of  the  foreign  ministry.  Then, 
he  spoke  about  Tito  and  Yugoslavia  quite  differently  than  a  Stalinist,  he 
attacked  Stalin,  he  criticized  the  Stalinist  methods  of  convincing  their 
own  and  other  people.  I  was  acquainted  with  Stalininism  and  the  Cominform. 
I  had  experienced  all  this  myself.  Khrushchev  had  spoken  the  truth,  and 
in  reality  it  was  worse.  I  felt  humiliated,  cheated  and  lost,  because  I, 
yes,  had  betrayed  my  country,  my  people,  my  principles.  I  believed  Stalin 
more  than  Tito.  I  felt  miserable." 

This  was  the  beginning  of  his  persistant  battle  to  return  to  Yugoslavia. 

He  illegally  entered  into  contact  with  our  ambassador  in  Bucharest.  It 
was  dangerous  to  express  publicly  his  wish  to  return.  Other  emigres,  who 
did  not  want  to  return,  because  they  feared  punishment  or  were  frightened 
by  the  Securitata,  were  prepared  to  kill  those  who  wanted  to.  Some  emigres 
even  paid  for  that  with  their  lives. 
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Vujanovic  was  our  ambassador  in  Bucharest  at  that  time,  but  he  refused 
to  speak  with  Pauljevic.  However,  with  his  knowledge,  one  night  Pauljevic 
came  disguised  to  the  embassy  and  met  an  employee  of  the  embassy, 

Milutin  Popovic  (now  retired  in  Belgrade  and  Pauljevic 's  friend).  He 
said  that  he  wanted  to  return.  Good,  he  would  ask  Belgrade.  Three  days 
later  the  answer  arrived  that  he  could  have  the  travel  papers  and  visa  for 
Yugoslavia,  but  that  "he  should  be  aware  that  he  would  be  brought  to  court 
in  Yugoslavia."  He  was  sure  that  he  would  be  condemned.  Pauljevic  agreed 
to  everything. 

"As  soon  as  I  had  the  Yugoslav  passport  in  my  hands,  I  said  so  to  the 
other  emigres.  They  immediately  informed  the  Securltata.  I  was  no  longer 
afraid  of  it,  because  the  embassy  now  knew  about  me,  I  had  my  travel 
papers,  I  was  a  Yugoslav  citizen,  and  that  meant:  if  I  disappeared,  the 
embassy  would  inquire  after  me.  The  Securltata  did  not  want  anyting  to  do 
with  the  Yugoslav  embassy,  because  that  was  a  period  when  international 
relations  were  'normalized. '  Of  course,  Rumania  was  then  full  of  Cominform 
emigres  from  Yugoslavia,  who  roamed  around  ever3rwhere.  I  was  afraid  of 
them,  because  they  had  publicly  threatened  me  with  death.  I  hid,  I 
carried  a  knife  with  me,  I  walked  around  the  streets  like  a  rabbit.  It 
was  especially  difficult  for  me  to  obtain  an  exit  visa  from  the  Runianian 
government." 

A  few  days  before  his  departure  from  Rumania,  a  high  officer  of  the  regular 
police  in  Bucharest  visited  him  in  his  apartment. 

"He  opened  his  briefcase  and  took  out  some  paper .  I  held  a  knife  hidden 
beneath  the  table  and  carefully  watched  his  every  move.  He  gave  me, 
however,  a  'resolution,'  which  appointed  me  a  'commissar  of  the  regular 
police,'  in  the  region  of  a  Rumanian  city  with  220,000  inhabitants.  I 
remembered  seeking  employment  like  that  in  1949,  but  only  now  did  they 
remember  to  give  it  to  me.  'Thank  you,  but  I  don't  want  it.  I'm  going 
hom.eI'  I  said.  'Don't  you  know  that  you'll  be  immediately  arrested 
there?'  he  asked  me.  'Yes,  but  it  is  my  country,  and  I  have  hurt  it.' 

The  policeman  was  silent.  He  put  the  'resolution'  back  into  his  briefcase 
and  left  without  saying  a  word." 

/^uestionT  You  have  written  that  during  these  years  of  the  Cominform 
many  spies  from  the  ranks  of  the  Yugoslav  emigres  were  placed  in  our 
country  from  Rumania.  Do  you  know  what  happened  to  them?  Did  they 
succeed  in  their  missions? 

/AnswerT  According  to  what  I  learned  later,  all  were  caught  as  soon  as 
they  entered  into  our  country  and  did  not  return.  Only  Dragi  Moldovan, 
who  did  not  make  use  of  the  contacts  and  information  given  him  by  the 
Securltata,  but  began  his  own  smuggling  operation,  because  that  s  what 
he  did  before  the  war,  returned. 

/Questiot^  Did  you  see  these  people  in  our  country  after  your  return 
from  Rumania? 
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/Answer/  Yes,  I  saw  a  few  on  Goli  Otok,  and  others  already  before  my 
arrival  on  Goli  Otok  had  completed  their  sentence.  They  all  found  jobs 
afterwards.  They  worked  and  lived  like  everyone  else.  For  the  most  part, 
all  of  these  people  had  recognized  the  horror  of  the  error  of  the  Cominform. 
Many  are  today  champions  of  the  battle  against  Stalinism. 

/i^estioi^  Did  your  father,  soon  after  your  departure,  end  up  on  Goli  Otok? 

/Answe/7  Tes,  he  told  the  OZN  that  he  knew  about  my  leaving.  He  did  not 
want  to  hide  anything.  That's  the  kind  of  man  he  is,  as  solid  as  I  am. 

He  underwent  many  hardships  on  Goli  Otok,  but  everything  is  over  now.  He 
now  lives  at  home  in  Bela  Crykva,  has  a  6700-dinar  pension  and  93  years 
under  his  belt,  and  is  a  relatively  healthy  man. 

j^uestior/  You  had  many  friends  in  the  OZN  and  in  the  national  government 
during  the  period  when  you  emigrated.  Do  you  ever  meet  with  your  old 
comrades?  What  kind  of  work  do  you  do  now? 

/Answer/  I  am  now  a  simple  pensioner.  My  second  wife  is  an  architect  and 
works  the  entire  day.  I  generally  stay  at  home,  where  I  take  care  of  the 
shopping  and  sometimes  prepare  lunch,  because  it  is  only  right  that  I  keep 
my  wife.  I  also  take  care  of  little  Katarina,  my  wife's  daughter,  a  golden 
little  girl,  who  goes  to  school.  I  also  write,  that's  how  I  spend  all  my 
free  time.  I  often  see  friends  from  the  postwar  days.  We  don’t  speak 
about  the  past,  although  sometimes  a  few  drops  of  black  humor  concerning 
my  emigration  are  dropped.  That's  life,  what  it  should  be. 

/QuestionT  They  say  that  you  haven't  drunk  a  drop  of  alcohol  in  20  years. 

/Answe^/  That's  true.  I  never  even  drink  beer.  But  I  did  drink  a  lot 
¥arlie7,  too  much.  Then  I  suddenly  gave  up  drinking,  I  cut  it  out  as  an 
evil  of  life. 

/24  Sep  83  pp  13-14^/ 

_  _  « 

/Tex_t/  Although  he  is  69  years  old,  Slobodan  Pauljevic  acts  like  a  much 
younger  man.  He  stands  straight,  is  lively  and  has  a  good  memory.  He 
jumps  for  the  ringing  telephone  like  a  top,  cooks  coffee  and  makes 
sandwiches  for  his  14— year— old  stepdaugher  (who  comments  on  what  is  said 
and  obviously  is  well-acquainted  with  her  father's  biography).  His  wife 
asked  him  over  the  phone  if  the  reporter  had  arrived,  if  he  had  received 
him  properly  and  he  answered,  "Don't  worry  about  that  as  long  as  there  is 
some  sljivovica."  His  friend  came  to  "go  for  a  walk  in  the  square." 

Another  came  to  go  for  coffee,  but  Slobodan  begged  off,  "Not  now,  I'm 
talking  to  a  repotter,  people  will  read  that,  I  must  concentrate  a  bit 
more . " 

He  was  an  emigre  in  Rumania  for  7  years,  from  December  1948  until  the 
beginning  of  1956.  He  went  there  as  an  officer  of  the  OZN,  because  he 
believed  in  the  Cominform  and  Stalin.  He  was  disappointed  and  sought 
travel  documents  from  our  embassy,  which  he  received  with  the  admonition. 
"When  you  return  to  Yugoslavia,  you  will  be  arrested  and  tried  I"  "Allright, 
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let  them  arrest  me.  When  one  has  gone  downhill,  he  should  go  all  the 
way I"  He  returned  to  Yugoslavia  by  train  in  March  1956  via  the  border 
crossing  at  Vrsac.  With  him  was  his  wife  Vera,  who  also  had  illegally 
crossed  this  same  border  with  him  (and  two  others  from  the  OZN)  in 
December  1948.  Then,  he  was  ready  (as  were  the  others  with  whom  he 
travelled)  to  fight  the  border  guards — everyone  carried  cocked  pistols 
and  grenades  with  their  safeties  turned  off.  Pauljevic’s  5-year-old  son, 
who  was  born  in  Rumania  (and  today  is  33  years  old  and  lives  in  Belgrade) , 
returned  with  him.  Nikola  Lalic,  a  Cominform  agent  who  also  was  returning 
home  voluntarily,  shared  the  train  compartment. 

"As  soon  as  the  train  stopped  in  Vrsac  and  other  police  had  looked  at 
the  passports,  a  man  dressed  in  civilian  clothing  entered  into  our 
compartment.  I  immediately  assumed  that  he  was  expecting  me.  He 
greeted  me  kindly  and  after  a  short  introduction  added,  almost  as  an 
aside,  *You  will  get  off  a  Panveco,  we  must  have  a  short  talk. *  He 
offered  us  cigarettes  and  gave  my  son  candy.  They  let  Vera  go  in 
Pancevo  to  accompany  our  son  to  our  apartment  in  Belgrade.  That  was 
where  we  had  left  our  other  son  with  Vera's  mother  when  we  left  for 
Rumania  illegally  in  1948,  said  Pauljevlc. 

Accompanied  by  2  officers  of  the  DDB,  Pauljevlc  and  Lalic  were  taken  to 
a  holding  station.  There,  they  were  separated.  Pauljevic  stayed  in  this 
"house  jail"  for  2  months.  He  had  a  room,  a  table,  typewriter,  all  the 
cigarettes  he  wanted  and  the  task  to  write  about  himself,  not  to  forget 
anything . 

He  says  that  he  was  candid,  that  he  did  not  hide  anything.  He  wrote  a 
total  of  998  pages  of  text.  He  said  that  he  had  sincerely  worked  for  the 
Rumanian  secret  service,  the  Securitata,  that  he  attempted  with  all  his 
might  to  harm  the  CPY  and  "Tito's  clique,"  that  he  had  told  the  Securitata 
all  he  knew  about  the  OZN,  and  he  knew  plenty.  He  also  told  them  about 
the  JNA  and  the  border.  He  organized  from  Rumania  a  spy  service  against 
Yugoslavia.  He  helped  however  he  could  to  prepare  the  uprising  of 
"healthy  forces"  in  Yugoslavia.  He  said,  however,  that  he  was  bitterly 
disappointed  in  Stalin's  policy,  although  he  believed  more  in  Stalin  than 
in  God.  He  was  disgusted  with  the  people  in  the  Securitata  who  forced  him 
to  testify  in  the  staged  trials  against  the  Rumanian  foreign  minister.  Ana 
Pauker  and  other  high  Rumanian  government  functionaries.  He  refused. 

He  did  not  know  these  functionaries,  but  it  was  necessary  to  claim  that  he 
knew  them  well,  that  they  had  contact  with  the  OZN  and  were  "Tito's  spies." 
Stalin's  death  prevented  this  trial  from  being  held.  They  jailed  Pauljevic 
in  Rumania.  They  tortured  and  beat  him.  After  his  release  from  jail  in 
Rumania,  he  decided  to  return  to  his  homeland.  Before  crossing  the  border 
into  Yugoslavia,  Cominform  emigres  from  Yugoslavia  threatened  to  kill  him. 

From  Pancevo  Pauljevic  was  taken  to  the  then  Central  Prison  in  Belgrade  for 
interrogation  on  12  May  1956.  Pauljevic  described  in  a  pedantic  way  the 
conversation  with  his  interrogator,  which  was  correct.  He  was  given  enough 
food  and  was  put  in  solitary  confinement.  Trouble  broke  out  around  his  cell. 
One  day  he  met  Nebojsa  Grebenar,  a  functionary  of  the  OZN,  with  whom  he  had 
been  a  friend  before  en  embarked  on  his  path  of  treason. 
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"How  are  you?  How  is  It  where  they  are  keeping  you?"  asked  Ljubisa. 

"I’m  in  solitary,  and  I’m  satisfied,"  Pauljevic  replied. 

Grebenar  received  the  remark  about  solitary  confinement  as  the  cynicism  of 
the  former  workmate,  turned  and  left.  However,  Pauljevic,  although  by 
nature  a  bit  cynical  and  quick  to  decide,  had  this  time  spoken  the  truth. 
Indeed,  he  did  not  want  to  stay  in  a  room  with  criminals,  who  beat, 
blackmailed  and  persecuted  "politicals."  Cominformists  were  especially 
marked.  And  that  which  Pauljevic  did  Rot  want,  happened.  The  following 
day  they  took  him  from  solitary  and  placed  him  in  a  room  with  criminals. 

They  attacked  him  on  the  first  night.  In  order  to  achieve  some  kind  of 
"respect"  in  that  society,  he  said  that  he  had  committed  premediated 
murder.  Nevertheless,  the  cell  chief,  an  inveterate  criminal,  the  sole 
authority  in  that  cell,  along  with  two  others,  began  to  beat  him,  because 
he  did  not  greet  him  properly.  Then  all  Hell  broke  loose.  Pauljevic, 
powerful  and  agile,  beat  the  "cell  chief"  to  death  and  broke  the  noses 
of  the  other  two.  After  that  he  was  chosen  to  be  the  new  "cell  chief." 

He  was  later  left  in  peace  because  he  had  formed  "his  own  group." 

"I  asked  the  interrogator  what  kind  of  sentence  I  would  receive,  and  he 
said  if  it  was  given  strictly  according  to  the  law  I  could  get  100  years. 

He  also  added  that  I  even  had  two  conditions  for  the  death  penalty.  What 
were  they?  First,  I  spied  and  organized  espionage  in  Rumania  against  my 
own  country.  Second,  after  leaving  for  Rumania  I  also  spied  for  and  told 
the  most  important  secrets  to  the  Russian  embassy.  I  listened  to  this  and 
said  that  his  second  condition  was  not  true,  because  I  only  had  one 
meeting  with  the  Russian  embassy  through  the  White  emigre,  Igor  Savcenak, 
to  whom  I  did  not  tell  all.  My  interrogator  replied  that  it  was  good 
that  I  had  returned  to  pay  my  debt  to  society.  Besides,  they  would  have 
killed  me  in  Rumania." 

His  sincere  confession  plus  the  finale  which  he  underwent  in  Rumania, 
where  they  jailed  and  beat  him  as  "Tito’s  spy"  seemed  to  have  affected 
the  interrogator  and  he  even  "polished  up"  some  of  Pauljevic 's  admissions 
("I  spoke  sharply  and  he  toned  that  down  and  then  made  note  of  it.’’). 

At  the  end  of  July  1956  Pauljevic  was  taken  to  the  district  court  in 
Belgrade  presided  over  by  a  panel  of  five  with  Borivoj  Petkovic  (now 
retired)  as  its  president.  In  the  court  room,  besides  the  judges, 
prosecutors,  defense  attorney,  two  policemen,  who,  according  to  official 
requirements,  were  to  guard  him,  were  present  only  Pauljevic 's  relatives, 
his  father  (who  had  been  released  in  the  meantime  from  Goli  Otok) , 
mother,  wife  and  two  small  children.  In  one  corner  of  the  court  room  sat 
a  man  with  an  intelligent  face,  who  constantly  kept  silent  and  took  nqtes. 
Later,  he  learned  that  that  man  was  from  the  UDB  and  had  been  given  the 
mission  to  personally  inform  Rankovic  and  Brajnik  about  everything  that  went 
on  in  the  trial.  Already  he  had  received  the  impression  that  the  UDB  had 
facts  about  his  hostile  position  to  the  Securitata  when  he  had  recognized 
that  the  Stalinists  had  "disappointed"  him. 
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”The  prosecutor  began  to  question  me  and  I  told  him,  ’Don’t  exert  yourself, 

I  will  speak  for  myself.’  And  my  attorney  generally  remained  silent.  If 
he  said  anything,  it  was  against  me  and  I  told  him,  ’Don’t  play  around 
with  me  I’  I  felt  miserable  during  the  trial.  I  had  hardly  escaped  with 
my  life  from  the  Securitata  and  Cominform  in  Rumania,  which  wanted  to  kill 
me  before  I  left,  and  now  I  was  again  in  court.  It  seemed  to  me  that  few 
cared  about  my  resistance  to  the  Securitata." 

He  was  condemned  to  5  years  in  prison,  although  he  expected  much  more. 

He  said  that  he  would  not  appeal,  but  he  did  complain  about  "my  horrible 
defense  attorney,"  and  in  a  second  trial  on  4  December  1956,  he  was 
condemned  to  3  years  by  the  same  court.  He  spent  the  entire  time  during 
his  trial  in  the  Central  Prison,  in  a  room  with  criminals,  who  several 
times  at  night  tried  to  smother  him  with  blankets  and  to  beat  him.  He 
fought  back.  The  law  of  the  strongest  ruled  there. 

After  the  trial,  he  was  taken  to  the  large  Zabela  prison  near  Pozarevac. 

The  warden  there  was  Voja  Nikitic,  his  friend  from  the  OZN,  who  had  helped 
him  to  become  the  chief  of  the  criminal  section.  Pauljevic  says  that 
Nikitic  did  not  dare  do  anything  himself,  because  behind  him  stood  a 
higher-up.  Pauljevic  suspects  that  "higher-up"  was  one  of  Rankovic’s 
deputies,  who  had  followed  the  work  of  the  emigres  in  Rumania.  Pauljevic, 
however,  was  different  from  the  other  Cominformists  in  Rumania. 

It  was  better  for  him  in  Zabela  than  in  Belgrade’s  Central  Prison.  He 
had  something  to  do  and  the  days  went  by  more  quickly.  He  was  quartered 
with  other  "politicals."  But  one  day  this  "Zabela  idyll"  ended.  Orders 
had  arrived  from  Belgrade  that  Pauljevic  must  be  moved  to  Goli  Otok. 

That  was  the  place  for  Cominform  spies. 

The  prison  routine  was  strict  in  Zabela.  The  majority  of  inmates  were 
hardened  criminals  and  murderers.  There  were  also  chetniks,  Ljotic 
supporters  and  the  wrtetched  "milder"  Cominformists  there.  However, 
before  leaving  for  Goli  Otok  some  people  told  Pauljevic  that  he  would 
"meet  his  own  God  there."  No  one  among  the  inmates  of  Zabela  knew 
precisely  where  Goli  Otok  was,  but  stories  had  circulated  around  the 
prison  that  it  was  "horrible"  there. 

From  Zabela  they  took  him  to  Sremska  Mitrovica,  where  he  spent  several 
days,  because  they  were  taking  some  Cominformists  from  there  to  Goli 
Otok.  From  the  first  Pauljevic  had  mastered  the  trick  of  how  to  open 
the  "peep  hole,"  through  which  the  guards  observed  the  prisoners,  from 
the  outside,  and  one  evening  he  saw  through  this  opening  into  the  open 
door  of  the  solitary  confinement  cell  across  from  his  own.  It  was 
different  from  his  own.  Inside  was  a  table,  armchair,  books,  a  carpet, 
good  lighting.  It  was  extremely  comfortable  and  received  its  own  food. 
Whenever  the  other  prisoners  were  taken  outside  for  exercise,  that  cell  was 
closed.  On  the  third  day  Pauljevic  saw  Milovan  Djilas  through  the  peep  hole 
as  he  was  entering  the  cell  after  a  walk.  He  said  he  envied  Djilas,  because 
Djilas  was  "enjoying"  prison. 
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In  October  1957,  together  with  7  other  Cominfonnists,  Pauljevic,  guarded 
by  military  police,  was  transferred  by  train  from  Sremska  Mitrovica  to 
Bakar,  and  from  there  to  Goli  Otok  by  boat.  It  was  an  eventless  journey. 
The  boat  was  called  by  the  inmates  of  Goli  Otok,  the  "death  box"  or 
something  like  that  in  whose  bowels  the  prison  guards  transported  the 
inmates.  At  night  people  were  simply  thrown  into  an  empty,  dark  cell. 
Sometimes  it  happened  that  the  prisoners  were  arranged  so  that  they  fell 
on  top  of  each  other. 

Sometime  after  midnight  the  "death  box"  set  out  for  Goli  Otok,  where 
after  much  tossing  and  rolling  due  to  a  storm,  it  arrived  at  dawn. 

"Fearful,  we  came  out  into  the  light  of  day  and  disembarked  in  silence. 

We  knew  that  all  the  newcomers  would  have  to  pass  through  a  gauntlet  of 
prisoners  a  hundred  meters  long  and  that  they  would  beat  the  newcomers 
with  all  their  might.  The  harder  one  hit,  the  more  positive  points  he 
would  receive.  But  to  our  surprise,  there  was  no  gauntlet  (which  the 
inmates  call  the  'hot  rabbit*).  Instead,  I  heard,  'Where  did  you  come 
from,  Brko?'  I  turned  around  and  saw  Rudi  Filej ,  a  one-time  high 
functionary  of  the  OZN  in  Slovenia,  with  whom  I  became  acquainted  when 
I  worked  in  the  federal  OZN.  He  too  was  a  prisoner." 

Rudi  Filej  (now  retired,  living  in  Maribor)  was  the  monitor  in  charge  of 
the  workshop  within  the  prison's  grounds.  That  first  day,  before  the 
prison  administration  has  assigned  all  the  newcomers  to  their  stations, 
he  had  succeeded  in  talking  with  Pauljevic,  who  as  well  as  others,  spent 
the  first  3  days  in  quarantine.  Filej  had  been  sentenced  to  14  years 
(he  served  only  4) .  When  he  was  brought  to  Goli  Otok,  he  had  to  go 
through  the  "hot  rabbit."  As  soon  as  he  felt  the  first  blow,  he  began 
to  resist.  He  struck  back  at  those  who  hit  him,  but  the  other  inmates 
attacked  and  beat  him  into  unconsciousness.  He  was  completely  broken. 

Pauljevic 's  father  (who  is  today  93  years  old  and  lives  in  Bela  Crkva) , 
who  in  1948  admitted  that  his  son  had  told  him  in  advance  of  his  escape 
across  the  border,  was  on  Goli  Otok  for  2  years.  Later,  he  told  his  son 
that  he  had  barely  survived  the  "hot  rabbit."  The  inmate's  routine  while 
Pauljevic 's  father  was  there  was  very  difficult.  One  had  to  spend  the 
entire  day  in  the  scorching  sun  on  the  shadeless  rocks  mindlessly  moving 
rocks  from  one  spot  to  another.  There  was  very  little  water,  the  food  was 
bad  and  one  could  be  beaten  for  the  slightest  trifle,  with  clubs  or 
forced  to  stand  in  the  sun  until  he  fell  unconscious. 

The  prison  routine  on  Goli  Otok  at  the  beginning  of  1957  was  considerably 
milder.  Indeed,  a  system  prevailed  where  the  armed  guards  and  prison 
administration  stood  outside  the  prison  grounds,  which  were  enclosed  by  a 
three-meter  high  barbed  wire  fence.  The  inmates  had  the  "authority," 
and  the  managing  positions  were  held  by  those  who  had  recanted  the  most 
from  their  Cominformist  mistakes.  It  was  rare  for  the  armed  guards  to 
have  to  enter  the  camp  in  order  to  restore  order. 
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Pauljevlc  describes  Goli  Otok  a  big  rock,  a  few  thousand  meters  long  and 
wide.  Even  before  the  first  prisoner  had  arrived,  there  was  not  a  single 
blade  of  grass  on  it.  Only  crevices  in  the  limestone.  Water  was  brought 
from  Rab,  because  the  administration  of  the  penal-correctional  facility 
was  there.  The  island's  coastline  was  very  steep,  except  for  one  side 
which  served  as  the  boat  harbor.  The  first  prisoners  brought  soil  to  the 
Island  and  planted  some  grass  and  bushes,  which  had  a  hard  time  surviving 
because  of  the  shortage  of  water.  Later,  they  placdd  wire  all  about, 
erected  guard  towers  and  other  objects.  Stone  plateaus  were  made  in  the 
crevices  reached  by  stairs.  Two  pavillions  were  on  each  plateau  for  a 
total  of  14  pavillions,  in  which  the  prisoners  were  packed  like  sardines. 

Goli  Otok  at  the  time  of  Pauljevic's  arrival  was,  as  Filej  had  told  him, 

"a  real  sanatorium,"  given  what  has  happened  there  between  1949  and 
sometime  before  1955,  when  the  Cominformists  themselves  were  there. 

During  Pauljevic's  stay  on  Goli  Otok,  mainly  "two—  and  three— engine 
airplane"  Cominformists,  as  the  prisoners  called  those  who  were  released 
and  then  rearrested  because  of  their  "activities  in  return,  were  on  the 
Island.  Cominformists  who  had  returned  as  emigres  from  the  socialist 
countries  were  also  there,  as  were  100  old-timers,  who  had  stubbornly 
retained  their  old  views.  Otherwise,  Pauljevlc  says  that  most  inmates 
were  condemned  to  long  sentences,  but  the  majority  were  released  after 
serving  only  a  third  of  their  terms. 

At  the  end  of  October  1957  most  inmates  on  Goli  Otok  were  young  adults  and 
older  minors,  who  had  committed  serious  criminal  acts.  Among  these  youths 
wBire  many  hardened  delinquents ,  condemned  mostly  for  murder  and  violent 
crimes.  They  were  always  ready  to  "knock  off"  somebody  as  soon  as  they 
had  turned  their  back.  Out  of  a  total  of  500  inmates,  100  were 
Cominformists,  50  Ustashe,  chetniks  and  others  of  that  ilk,  and  the  rest 
were  young. 

"In  a  report  I  saw  that  the  chief  warden  of  Goli  Otok  was  Vojo  Djurovic, 
a  colonel  of  the  OZN.  I  knew  him  well.  He  recognized  me  and  arranged  for 
me  to  organize  the  administration  of  the  'politicals."  I  was  also  to  set 
up  the  surveillance  service  in  the  two  criminal  pavillions .  I  agreed  to 
the  part  about  the  criminals,  but  I  did  not  want  to  work  with  the 
'politicals.'  He  understood  and  did  not  attempt  to  make  me  inform  on 
others .  How  was  life  there?  Listen,  it  was  a  prison  and  it  was  strict . 
The  summer  was  the  worst  because  of  the  sun,  which  was  boiling.  The  food 
was  good  enough.  Sometimes,  we  were  even  given  a  clove  of  garlic  for 
vitamins.  It  was  tough  with  the  criminals,  because  they  felt  they  were 
more  honorable  than  we  were.  There  were  also  difficult  situations." 

He  was  sentenced  on  4  December  1956  to  3  years  of  prison,  and  was 
released  on  29  November  1958,  hence  after  not  quite  2  years.  There  were 
practically  no  more  "politicals"  on  Goli  Otok  after  1958.  It  remained  a 
prison  for  older  minors,  which  it  chiefly  is  today. 

"When  1  was  released,  I  received  a  paper  overnight  case,  clothes  and 
some  money,  which  I  had  earned  in  2  years'  service  in  prison.  It  was 
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enough  for  me  to  buy  a  train  ticket  to  Bela  Crkva.  I  reported  to  the 
UDB  in  Bela  Crkva  and  went  to  work  gathering  medicinal  herbs.  I 
couldn't  remain  in  that  area  for  long,  however,  because  some  people 
would  accuse  me  of  being  a  Russian  spy  who  'killed  a  hundred  Serbs  in 
Rumania.'  I  remember  spending  days  with  my  father,  talking  about  Goli 
Otok.  They  finally  allowed  me  to  leave  Bela  Crkva  for  Belgrade,  where 
my  wife,  Vera_,  worked  for  the  Jeza  print  shop  (they  were  later 
divorced  /e4/) .  I  got  a  job  with  the  municipal  water  service,  where  I 
earned  my  present  pension  of  11,000  dinars.  I  also  sought  recognition 
from  the  Rumanian  government  that  they  owed  me  for  7  years  of  labor . 

They,  however,  ignored  my  request.  I  wrote  them  again,  but  they  remained 
silent.  I  then  wrote  the  United  Nations,  which  agreed  that  I  was  in  the 
right . " 

/^uestioii/  What  would  you  now  say,  in  short,  about  all  that  which  you 
have  experienced  between  1948  and  1958?  How  do  you  see  the  actions 
against  the  Cominf ormists?  How  do  you  feel  today? 

MnswerT  I  could  write  a  novel  about  that,  I  did  write  about  that  in 
^Suocavanja."  But,  in  short,  they  had  to  isolate  us  in  1948  and  later, 
because  a  civil  war  was  begun  then,  which  was  worse  than  in  Korea.  I 
can  justify  this  isolation,  but  not  the  methods  of  "reeducation"  on 
Goli  Otok,  which  only  showed  that  we  had  yet  to  fully  break  with  those 
methods  which  Stalin  used,  against  which  we  had  really  fought.  And 
today?  I  was  isolated.  But  now,  I  can  write,  I  go  out  with  friends 
with  whom  I  worked  before  my  flight.  We  talk.  After  the  battle  it's 
easy  to  be  a  general. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


SLOVENIAN  MEETING  DISCUSSES  FALSIFIERS  OF  HISTORY 
Belgrade  BORBA  in  Serbo-Croatian  8-9  Oct  83  p  13 

[Article  by  Zoran  Medved:  ”Who  Has  Trouble  With  the  Battle  on  the  Neretva?"] 

[Text]  Last  week,  at  the  time  when  the  previous  issue  of  NEDELJNA  BORBA  had 
already  been  put  to  bed,  the  Council  of  the  Marxist  Center  of  the  Slovenian 
LC  Central  Committee  held  its  fifth  meeting,  at  which  the  center^ s  work  plans 
for  the  coming  year  were  adopted.  In  the  discussion  of  the  proposed  plans 
there  were  also  several  very  notable  statements  made  which  we  are  passing  on 
because  of  their  unquestionable  topicality. 

At  the  very  outset  Professor  Bozidar  Debenjak  rose  and  put  the  question  of 
the  attitude  of  the  League  of  Communists  toward  intellectuals  in  its  own 
ranks.  Debenjak  felt  that  this  question  had  to  be  put  in  the  framework  of 
examination  of  the  role  of  Marxism  at  the  present  moment  in  our  society,  when 
political  sophistication  is  at  a  low  level.  "We  find  ourselves  in  a  situa¬ 
tion  where  semidissidenCe  pays  off.  Such  a  posture  receives  both  material 
support  and  rewards.  We  find  ourselves  in  a  time  when  the  political  right  is 
evidently  on  the  offensive.  Our  achievements  are  being  attacked  from  bour¬ 
geois  positions.  We  have  examples  of  this  in  the  analysis  of  the  behavior  of 
the  League  of  Communists  before  the  Cominform  Resolution.  And  then  the  argu¬ 
ment  is  presented  that  the  CPY  was  unpatriotic  before  1936,  since  it  asserted 
that  the  Yugoslavia  created  at  the  Versailles  Conference  should  be  broken  up 
and  was  anticommunist.  And  those  are  theses  advocated  by  a  member  of  the  LC. 
In  such  a  situation  can  the  party  stand  aloof  from  its  intellectuals,"  Deben¬ 
jak  asked.  He  cited  as  an  example  of  semidissidence  the  position  of  Tine 
Hribar,  editor  in  chief  of  NOVA  REVIJA,  who,  according  to  Debenjak,  had 
proven  his  anticommunism  in  a  number  of  articles  in  that  review,  yet  he  is  a 
member  of  the  LC  and  is  even  writing  a  preface  to  one  of  the  books  which  will 
soon  be  published  by  the  Komunist  Publishing  House.  According  to  Debenjak, 
"on  grounds  of  moral  hygiene  the  LC  cannot  set  up  authors  of  that  stamp  as 
its  own."  We  need  to  add  at  this  point  that  at  his  insistence  the  members  of 
the  council  returned  at  the  end  of  the  discussion  to  the  question  of  this 
preface  and  that  they  were  of  the  opposite  opinion.  That  is,  the  view  pre¬ 
vailed  that  an  article  cannot  be  judged  on  the  basis  of  who  wrote  it,  but 
rather  what  it  contains,  what  sort  of  ideas  it  conveys. 
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A  Drama  of  Emotions 


Lev  Kreft  also  issued  a  warning  that  the  atmosphere  in  which  we  see  in  soci¬ 
ety  serious  theoretical  and  political  discussions  of  late  is  not  a  good  one, 
”In  the  Marxist  Center  we  must  especially  avoid  an  emotional  tone  in  discus¬ 
sions  which  frustrate  serious  theoretical  debate.  There  are  quite  a  few  ex¬ 
amples  of  things  like  this.  Let  me  remind  you  only  of  the  discussion  of  the 
Language  Jury,  NOVA  REVIJA,  and  the  curriculum  nuclei.  These  were  cases  when 
the  tone  of  the  discussion  reached  a  nervous  pitch  which  frustrates  theoreti¬ 
cal  discussion.  We  must  undramatize  this  through  patient  and  persistent  ac¬ 
tivity,”  Kreft  emphasized.  According  to  him,  there  are  today  two  points  on 
which  opponents  of  the  policy  of  the  LC  are  constructing  their  criticism  and 
at  which  it  even  appears  that  they  are  right  in  that  kind  of  criticism.  It 
thus  even  happens  that  those  people  who  are  profoundly  on  the  line  of  the  LC 
fall  into  that  current,  since  a  nervous  climate  of  discussion  has  been  cre¬ 
ated,  On  the  one  hand  there  are  remarks  against  statism,  and  they  hit  home 
with  members  of  the  LC,  That  is,  they  are  compelled  to  play  the  role  of  cen¬ 
sor  and  apologist  of  a  system  whenever  they  stand  opposed  to  criticism  of 
that  kind.  The  second  point  is  the  issue  of  the  nonethnic  nature  of  the  LC, 
the  parading  around  with  banners  attesting  that  a  culture  or  nationality  is 
in  jeopardy.  At  these  points  the  wind  should  be  taken  out  of  the  sails  of 
such  attacks.  We  can  do  this  by  opposing  the  administrative  approach  more 
consistently  and  by  adopting  a  clearer  stand  concerning  the  Slovenian  peo¬ 
ple's  development.  I  think  that  we  have  good  historical  foundations  for  that 
conflict,  though  sometimes  we  let  them  slip  from  our  hands,"  Kreft  said  and 
added,  "that  this  is  where  it  should  be  shown  that  the  responses  to  such  at¬ 
tacks  are  not  the  confused  reactions  of  individuals,  but  the  action  of  a  col¬ 
lective  intellectual." 

"At  one  time  we  were  very  sensitive  when  things  were  published  by  certain 
nonhistorians  with  whose  views  we  did  not  agree,"  was  the  idea  with  which 
Janko  Pletevski  began  his  statement.  "Now  we  note  that  somewhat  the  same 
thing  is  being  published  by  historians.  In  Yugoslavia  today  there  is  a  ris¬ 
ing  wave  of  revisionism,  which  has  various  aspects,  one  of  which  is  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  various  works  of  history.  I  cannot  escape  the  impression  that  we 
are  dealing  here  only  with  semidissidence  and  with  individuals.  This  is  a 
broader  and  more  comprehensive  action.  I  think  that  one  such  example  is  the 
book  by  Branko  Petranovic  "Revolucija  i  kontrarevolucija  u  Jugoslaviji  od 
1941-1945"  [Revolution  and  Counterrevolution  in  Yugoslavia  1941-1945].  Today 
the  question  of  the  continuity  of  the  Yugoslav  state  is  a  modem  issue.  Why 
are  some  arguing  that  that  continuity,  as  far  as  the  system  is  concerned,  ex¬ 
isted?  This  is  a  question  which  attempts  to  discredit  the  role  of  the  LC  in 
the  revolution.  This  is  the  thesis  that  in  1941  Yugoslav  society  had  two 
realistic  ways  before  it:  the  bourgeois  and  the  communist.  It  then  turns 
out  that  the  wartime  climate  was  a  suitable  climate  for  the  communists  to 
usurp  power. 

"The  second  example  is  the  battle  on  the  Neretva.  In  the  assessments  of  that 
battle  there  are  attempts  to  disqualify  the  leadership  there  and  to  portray 
the  battle  itself  as  militarily  insignificant.  Then  there  is  also  the  time 
of  the  postwar  period.  The  system  of  people* s  democracy  is  now  being  put 
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forward  as  an  alien  construct  which  was  imposed  upon  us.  For  that  reason  I 
think  that  the  section  for  journalism  might  put  the  question  of  book  reviews 
on  the  agenda.  There  are  times  when  the  publishers  of  such  works  seek  review¬ 
ers  from  the  other  republics  so  as  to  give  Yugoslav  legitimacy  to  their  works. 
At  one  time  they  used  to  send  books  to  me  for  review,  but  since  I  criticized 
them,  they  do  not  send  them  to  me  anymore." 

More  Frequent  Forgeries 

Miha  Likar  called  attention  to  the  increasingly  frequent  falsifications  ap¬ 
pearing  in  our  reviews.  He  took  as  an  example  a  falsification  related  to 
Hofmanns  book  "Noc  do  jutra"  [Night  to  Morning],  which  was  published  in  NOVA 
REVIJA.  "However,  the  weakest  arguments  for  criticism  are  something  that  I 
will  call,  forgive  my  language,  Suvar-oni,"  Likar  said.  "What  I  have  read 
recently  is  exploitation.  He  has  accused  our  writers  of  opposing  the  joint 
curriculum  nuclei  because  they  themselves  want  to  be  studied  in  school." 

In  his  concluding  remarks  in  the  discussion  of  the  programs  Milan  Kucan 
dwelled  mainly  on  the  role  of  the  party  in  the  political  system,  making  the 
critical  assertion:  "In  many  areas  we  have  suddenly  found  ourselves  on  the 
defensive.  The  League  of  Communists,  as  it  is  said,  has  begun  to  change  from 
a  party  representing  a  movement  to  a  party  representing  the  established  or¬ 
der.  No  sort  of  obfuscation  about  a  party  with  2  million  members  should  be 
allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  discussion  of  this  issue.  Members  of  the 
party  must  be  united  about  the  kind  of  crisis  we  find  ourselves  in.  That 
crisis  is  one  of  statist  relations.  This  conflict  has  been  going  on  since 
back  in  1952  and  testifies  to  its  resilience.  That  duality,  which  is  alive 
in  every  one  of  us,  is  a  fact.  When  a  man  must  decide  on  a  change  of  rela¬ 
tions  in  a  way  that  has  not  been  verified,  we  prefer  to  decide  in  favor  of 
what  has  been  verified,  regardless  of  whether  that  is  the  way  of  statism. 

And  that  is  the  direction  which  is  often  adopted  even  by  the  League  of  Commu¬ 
nists.  Various  groups  are  diverting  our  attention  elsewhere,  but  this  is  the 
main  front. 

"When  we  speak  about  the  prospects  for  material  development  and  the  political 
system,  we  do  have  a  program.  But  the  difficulties  arise  when  it  is  to  be 
applied.  Our  administration  is  capable  of  devising  only  statist  solutions. 

Has  the  League  of  Communists  taken  note  of  this  in  good  time?  In  everyday  po¬ 
litical  activity  we  have  forgotten  the  communist  vision  of  society.  We  have 
begun  to  lose  sight  of  the  criteria  for  evaluating  things.  We  have  not  had 
such  analyses  since  we  lost  Kardelj ,  Who,  say,  can  figure  today  as  the  vehi¬ 
cle  of  social  changes?  And  is  it  someone  who  is  satisfied  with  his  position 
in  society?" 

At  the  end  of  the  discussion  those  present  took  note  that  there  is  in  the 
public  a  rather  clear  demand  for  issues  of  this  kind  to  be  responded  to  as 
definitively  as  possible.  By  its  contribution,  in  an  open  and  sober  theoreti¬ 
cal  discussion,  the  League  of  Communists  can  help  quite  a  bit  here. 

END 
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